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INDULGENCES 

Que  h  Souverain  Pontife  ou  son  délégué,  en  bénissant  les 

Couronnes,   Rosaires,    Croix,  Crucifix,  petites  Statues, 

Médailles,  accorde  aux  Fidèles  qui  portant  sur  eux  ou 

gardunt  à  leur  maison  quelqu'un  des  objets  susdits,  retn- 

pliront  les  œuvres  pies  ct-api'ès  mentionnées. 

SA  SAINTETÉ  exige  avant  tout  que  les  Fidèles  de  l'un  et  de  l'autrf 
sexe  soient  averài,  que  pour  gagner  les  Indulgences  accordées  par  la  Béné- 
diction ci-dessus  mentionnée,  il  est  nécessairement  requis  de  porter  sur  soi 
ou  de  garder  i  sa  maison  quelqu'une  des  susdites  Médailles,  Couronnes,  &c. 

De  même  que  chacun  est  tenu  de  réciter  avec  dévotion,  comme  condi- 
tions requises  pour  gagner  les  Indulgences,  les  oraisons  et  prières  dévotes 
marquées  plus  bas,  ou  en  portant  sur  soi  une  Couronne,  un  Crucifix,  &c.  ; 
ou  si  on  ne  les  porte  point  sur  soi,  de  les  garder  dans  sa  chambre  ou  dans 
un  autre  lieu  décent  de  sa  demeure,  et  de  faire  en  leur  présence  les  prières 
respectives. 

En  outre  Sa  Sainteté  exclut  de  cette  Bénédiction  les  Ima^,  soit  gravées, 
s)itpeinteii,  ainsi  que  les  Croix,  Crucifix,  petites  Statues,  Médailles,  qui 
sont  faits  de  fer,  d'étaim,  de  plomb,  ou  de  toute  autre  matière  fragile  ou  fa- 
cile à  se  détruire. 

Enfin  Sa  Sainteté  vent  que  les  Images  ou  Tableaux  à  bénir  représentent 
les  Saints,  ou  déjà  canonisés,  ou  insérés  dans  le  1*   a-tyrologe  Romain. 

Après  ce  qui  est  marqué  ci-dessus  pour  plus  grande  intelligence,  vient  un 
tableau  des  Indulgences  que  chacun  peut  gagner,  et  une  notice  des  oeuvres 
pies  à  remplir,  comme  suit,  savoir: 

Quiconque  récitera  une  fois  chaque  semaine  la  Couronne  de  Notre  Sei- 
gneur, ou  de  la  Bienheureuse  Vierge,  ou  le  Rosaire,  ou  le  Chapelet,  ou  le 
Bréviaire,  ou  le  Petit  Ofi&ce  de  la  Bienheureuse  Vierge,  ou  celui  des  Défunts, 
ou  les  Sept  Psaumes  de  la  Pénitence,  ou  les  Psaumes  Graduels  ;  ou  est  dans 
l'usage  d'enseigner  les  pïemiers  principes  de  la  Foi,  ou  de  visiter  les  prison- 
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aiers,  ou  lea  malades  de  quelqu'Hopital,  ou  de  secourir  les  pauvres,  ou  d'en- 
tendre la  Messe,  ou,  s'il  est  Prêtre,  de  la  célébrer,  si  étant  vraiment  repen- 
tant, et  s'ëtant  confessé  à  un  Prêtre  approuvé  par  l'Ordinaire,  il  reçoit  le 
SS.  Sacrement  de  l'Eucharistie,  en  quelqu'un  des  jours  ci-après  nommés, 
savoir  aux  Fêtes  de  Noël,  de  l'Epiphanie,  de  l'Ascension,  de  la  Pentecôte, 
de  la  Très-Sainte  Trinité,  et  de  la  Fête-Dieu,  et  aux  jours  de  la  Purification, 
de  l'Annonciation,  de  l'Assomption  et  de  la  Nativité  de  la  Bienheureuse 
Vierge  Marie,  de  même  qu'aux  jours  de  la  Nativité  de  St.  Jean-Baptiste, 
aux  fêtes  des  Saints  Apôtres  Pierre  et  Paul,  André,  Jacques,  Jean,  Thomas, 
I^ilippe  et  Jacques,  Bardielemy,  Mathieu,  Simon  et  Jude,  Mathias,  de  St. 
Joseph,  Epoux  de  la  Bienheureuse  Vierge  Marie,  et  de  tous  les  saints,  e^ 
adressera  à  Dieu  de  ferventes  prières  pour  l'extirpation  des  hérésies  et  des 
schismes,  pour  la  Propagation  de  la  Foi  Catholique,  pour  la  paix  et  l'union 
entre  les  Princes  chrétiens,  et  les  autres  nécessités  de  l'Eglise  Romaine, 
gagnera  une  Indulgence  plénière  dans  chacun  des  jours  sus-dits. 

Celui  qui  fera  les  mêmes  œuvres  aux  autres  Fêtes  de  Notre  Seigneur,  ou 
de  la  Bienheureuse  Vierge  Marie,  gagnera,  en  chacune  de  ces  fêles  une  In- 
dulgence de  sept  ans  et  d'autant  de  quarantaines  ;  quiconque  accomplira  les 
mêmes  œuvres  en  quelque  Dimanche  que  ce  soit  ou  en  toute  autre  fête  de 
l'année,  gagnera  une  Indulgence  de  cinq  ans  et  d'autant  de  quarantaines. 
Enfin  celui  qui  les  fera  en  un  jour  quelconque  de  l'année,  gagnera  une  In- 
dulgence de  cent  jours. 

Quiconque  est  dans  l'usage  de  réciter  au  moins  une  fois  par  semaine  la 
Couronne,  on  le  Rosaire,  ou  l'Office  de  la  B.  Vierge  Marie,  ou  celui  des  Dé- 
ftmtâ,  ou  les  Vêpres,  ou  au  moins  un  Nocturne  avec  les  Laudes,  ou  les  sept 
Psaumes  de  la  Pénitence  avec  les  Litanies  et  les  prières,  en  quelque  jour 
qu'il  le  fasse,  gagnera  une  Indulgence  de  cent  jours. 

Quiconque  recommandant  dévotement  son  âme  à  Dieu  à  l'arlicle  de  la 
mort,  et  la  recevant  avec  résignation  et  soumission  de  la  main  du  Seigneur, 
et  étant  vraiment  repentant,  s'étant  confessé  et  ayant  communié,  s'il  le  peut  ; 
autrement  étant  contrit  invoquera  de  bouche,  s'il  le  peut,  sinon  au  moins  de 
cœur  le  nom  de  Jésus,  gagnera  une  Indulgence  plénière. 

Quiconque,  avant  la  célébration  de  la  Messe  ou  la  Communion,  ou  la 
récitation  de  l'Office  divin,  ou  du  petit  office  de  la  B.  Vierge  Marie  fera 
quelque  pieuse  préparation,  gagnera  une  Indulgence  de  cinquante  jours, 
chaque  fois  qu'il  le  fera. 
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Celui  qui  visitera  les  prisonniers,  ou  les  malades  dans  les  Hôpitaux,  en  les 
soulageant  par  quelque  bonbe  œuvre,  ou  enseignera  la  Doctrine  chrétienne 
dans  l'Eglise,  ou  à  sa  maison  à  ses  enfans  ou  ses  proches,  ou  ses  domosti- 
ques,  gagnera  autant  de  fois  une  Indulgence  de  deux  cents  jours. 
.  Celui  qui  au  son  de  la  cloche  de  quelqu'Ëglise  le  matin,  ou  le  midi,  ou  le 

soir  dira  les  prières  accoutumées  Angdus  Dominij  &c.,  ou  s'il  les  igncre, 
['  une  fois  P  Oraison  Dominicale  et  la  Salutation  Angélique,  ou  au  signal 

donné  à  l'entrée  de  la  nuit  de  prier  pour  les  Défunts,  récitera  le  De  Prcfun- 
dis  ou  s'il  ne  le  sait  pas,  V  Oraison  Dominicale  et  la  Salutation  Angéli^, 
gagnera  chaque  fois  une  Indulgence  de  cent  jours. 

Celui  là  gagnera  pareillement  la  même  Indulgence  qui,  le  Vendredi,  pen- 
sera dévotement  à  la  Passion  et  à  la  Mort  de  Notre  Seigneur  Jésus  Christ  et 
récitera  trois  fois  V  Oraison  Dominicale  et  la  Salutation  Jjngéliçue. 

Quiconque  étant  vraiment  repentant  se  proposera  fermement  de  s'amen- 
der ded  péchés  qu'il  a  commis,  examinera  sa  conscience,  répétera  dé,vo^<> 
ment  trois  fois  P  Oraison  Dominicale  et  la  Salutation  Angélique  en  l'hon- 
neur de  la  Trés-Sainte  Trinité,  et  qui  par  honneur  pour  les  cinq  Plaies  de 
Jésus  Christ  récitera  avec  dévotion  cinq  fois  la  même  Oraison  et  Saluta- 
tion, gagnera  la  même  Indulgence. 

Chacun  pourra  ou  gagner  pour  soi-même  toutes,  et  chacune  des  susdites 
Indulgences  aux  jours  ci-dessus  mentionnés,  ou  les  appliquer  aux  Fidèles- 
défunts  par  voie  de  suffrage. 
)  De  plus  Sa  Sainteté  déclare  que,  par  la  concession  des  Indulgences  sus- 

f  dites.  Elle  ne  déroge  en  aucune  manière  eux  Indulgences  que  d'autres  Sou- 

verains Pontifes  ses  Prédécesseurs  ont  déjà  accordées  pour  quelques  unes 
des  œuvres  pies  indiquées  plus  haut,  voulant  que  les  mêmes  concessions  de 
ses  Prédécesseurs  restent  en  force. 

Dans  la  distribution  de  ces  Couronnes,  Croix,  &c.  et  dans  l'usage  qu'on 
en  fera  Notre  Saint  Père  le  Pape  ordonne  que  l'on  observe  le  Décret 
d^ Alexandre  VIL  d'heureuse  mémoire  donné  le  6  Février,  1657,  savoir  que 
les  Indulgences  appliquées  aux  Couronnes,  Croix,  Bosaires,  &c.  bénits 
comme  ci-dessus,  soient  attachées  à  la  personne  de  ceux  à  qui  ils  ont  été 
accordés,  ou  à  qui  ils  sont  distribués  par  eux  une  première  fois  ;  qu'aucune 
des  choses  susdites  venant  à  se  perdre  .le  puisse  en  aucune  manière  être 
suppléée  par  une  autre,  nonobstant  toute  concession  ou  privilège  à  ce  con- 
traire ;  que  ces  mêmes  objets  ne  puissent  être  prêtés  ni  donnés  à  tître  d'em- 
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prunt  dans  l'intention  de  communiquer  le»  Indulgences*,  (iifautrement  ils 
perdent  les  Indulgences  déjà  accordées  ;  et  que*  mémo  ce»  objets  susdits 
ne  puissent  être  vendus,  après  la  Bénédiction  Pontificale  ;  suivant  la  dispo- 
sitioii  du  Décret  de  la  sacrée  Congrégation  des  Indulgences  et  des  sacrées 
Reliques,  donné  le  5  Juin,  172J. 

De  plus  Sa  Sainteté  conlirnie  le  Décret  do  Benoit  XIV,  d^henreuse  mé- 
moire donné  /e  19  Jloût,  1752,  par  le  quel  il  déclare  expressément  que  les 
Messes  dites  à  un  Autel  (sur  lequel  se  trouve  placée  do  quelque  manière  que 
ce  soit  quelqu'Image  des  objets  susdits  soit  de  Crucifix,  soit  de  médaille,) 
ou  célébrées  par  un  Prêtre  portant  sur  lui  une  telle  Image,  ne  jouissent  ab- 
solument, en  vertu  de  cette  Image,  d'aucun  privilège. 

En  outre  Sa  Sainteté  défend  qu'aucune  personne,  assistant  des  malades 
dans  leurs  derniers  momens,  n'ose,  or  vertu  d'une  telle  Image,  leur  donner 
la  Bénédiction  avec  l'Indulgence  plénière  à  l'article  de  la  mort  sans  une 
permission  particulière  obtenue  par  écrit,  puis  qu'il  a  été  déjà  assez  pourvu 
à  cet  effet  par  la  Constitution  de  Benoit  XIV.  commençant  par  ces  mots 
Pia  Mater. 

DE  L'AUDIENCE  DU  S  S.  PÈRE. 

Obtenue  par  moi  soussigné  de  la  Sacrée  Congrégation  de  la  Propagation 
de  la  Foi. 

NOTRE  TRÈS  SAINT  PÈRE,  Pape  par  la  Providence  Divine  a  ac- 
cordé avec  bonté 

la  faculté  de  bénir  hors  de  Rome  l«s  Couronnes,  Croix,  ou  Médailles  Sa- 
crées ;  et  de  leur  appliquer  les  Indulgences  à  gagner,  comme  ci-dessus. 

Donné  à  Rome  au  Palais  de  la  même  Sacrée  Congrégation  les  jour  et  an 
que  dessus. 

GRATIS  sans  aucun  payement  à  quelque  titre  que  ce  soit. 

Traduit  fidèlement  de  l'original  latin,  envoyé  de  Rome  par  la  Sacrée 
Congrégation  de  la  Propagande  à  Monseigneur  l'Evêque  de  Montréal. 


JOS.  OCT.  PARÉ,  Ptre.  Pro.  Secrétaire. 
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THE    DOCTOR's    INVENTORV. 


|T  was  a  bold  project  of  Hatteras  to  push  his 
way  to  the  North  Pôle,  and  gain  for  his 
country  the  honour  and  glory  of  its  discovery. 
But  he  had  doae  ail  that  iay  in  human  power  now,  and, 
after  having  struggled  for  nine  months  against  ourrents 
and  tempests,  shattering  icebergs  and  breaking  through 
almost  insurmountable  barriers,  amid  the  cold  of  an 
unprecedented  winter,  after  having  outdistanced  ail  his 
predecessors  and  accomplished  half  his  task,  he  sud- 
denly  snw  ail  his  hopes  blasted.  The  treachery,  or 
rather  the  despondency,  of  his  worn-out  crew,  and  the 
criminal  folly  of  one  or  two  leading  spirits  among  them 
had  left  him  and  his  little  band  of  men  in  a  terrible 
situation — helpless  in  an  icy  désert,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  miles  away  from  their  native  land,  and  without 
even  a  ship  to  shelter  them. 

However,   the  courage   of  Hatteras   was   still 
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tiauntecl.     The  thrcc  nien  which  were  left  him  wcrc  thi 


best   on  board  his  brig,    and   while  they  remained  he 
inight  venture  to  hope. 
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After  the  checrful,  manly  words  of  the  captain,  thc 
Doctor  felt  thc  best  thing  to  be  clone  vvas  to  look  their 
prospects  fairly  in  the  ftice,  aiul  know  thc  exact  state  of 
things.  Accordingly,  leaving  his  companions,  he  stole 
away  alonc  clown  to  the  scène  of  thc  explosion. 

Of  the  Forward,  the  l)rig  that  had  becn  so  carefully 
biiilt  and  had  become  so  dear,  not  a  vestige  remained. 
Shapeless  blackened  fragments,   twisted   bars   of  iron, 


•  i 


cable  ends  still  smouldering,  and  hère  and  there  in  the 
distance  spiral  wreaths  of  smoke,  met  his  eye  on  ail 
sides.  His  cabin  and  ail  his  precious  treasures  "^ere 
gone;  his  books,  and  instruments,  and  collections 
reduced  to  ashes.  As  he  stood  thinking  mournfully  of 
his  irréparable  loss,  he  was  joincd  by  Johnson,  vvho 
grasped  his  oflered  hand  in  speechless  sorrow. 
"  What*s  to  become  of  us  ?  ''  asked  the  Doctor, 
"  Who  can  tell  I"  was  the  old  sailor's  reply. 
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"  Anyhow,"  said  Clawbonny,  "  do  not  let  us 
despair  !     I.et  us  be  men  !" 

"  Yes,  Mr.  Clawbonny,  you  are  right.  Now  is  the 
time  to  show  our  mettle.  We  are  in  a  bad  plight,  and 
how  to  get  out  of  it,  that  is  the  question." 

"  Poor  old  brig  I"  exclaimed  the  Doctor.  "  I  had 
grown  so  attached  to  her.  I  loved  her  as  one  loves  a 
house  where  he  has  spent  a  life-time.*' 

"  Ay  !  it's  strange  what  a  hold  those  planks  and 
beams  get  on  a  fellow's  heart." 

"And  the  long-boat — is  that  lïurnt?"  asked  the 
Doctor. 

"No,  Mr.  Clawboony.  Shandon  and  his  gang 
hâve  carried  it  off." 

"And  the  pirogue?^ 

"  Shivered  into  a  thousand  pièces  ?  Stop.  Do  you 
see  those  bits  of  sheet-iron  ?  That  is  aH  that 
remains  of  it." 

"  Then  we  hâve  nothing  but  the  Halkett-boat  ?'* 

"  Yes,  we  hâve  that  still,  thanks  to  your  idea  of 
taking  it  with  you." 

"  That  isn't  much,"  said  the  Doctor. 

"  Oh,  those  base  traitors  !"  exclaimed  Johnson. 
"  Heaven  punish  them  as  they  deserve  !" 

"Johnson,"  returned  the  Doctor,  gently,  "we  must 
not  forget  how  sorely  they  hâve  been  tried.  Only  the 
best  remain  good  in  the  evil  day  ;  few  can  stand  trouble 
Let  us  pity  our  fellow-sufFerers,  and  not  curse  them." 

For  the  next  few  minutes  both  were  silent,  and  then 
Johnson  asked  what  had  become  of  the  sledge. 
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"  We  left  it  about  a  mile  off,"  was  the  reply, 

"  In  charge  of  Simpson  ?" 

"  No,  Simpson  is  dead,  poor  fellow  !" 

"  Simpson  dead  I" 

"Yes,  his  strength  gave  way  entirely,  and  he 
first  sank." 

"  Poor  Simpson  !  And  yet  who  knows  if  he  isn't 
rather  to  be  envied  ?" 

"But,  for  the  dead  man  we  hâve  left  behind,  we 
hâve  brought  back  a  dying  one." 

"  A  dying  man  ?" 

"  Yes,  Captain  Altamont." 

And  in  a  few  words  he  informed  Johnson  of  their 
discovery. 

"  An  American  !"  said  Johnson,  as  the  récital 
was  ended. 

"  Yes,  everything  goes  to  prove  that.  But  I  wonder 
what  the  Porpoise  was,  and  what  brought  her  in 
thèse  seas?" 

"  She  rushed  on  to  her  ruin  like  the  rest  of  foolhardy 
adventurers  ;  but,  tell  r  _e,  did  you  find  the  coal  ?" 

The  Doctor  shook  his  head  sadly. 

"  No  coal  !  not  a  vestige  !  No,  we  did  not  even  get 
as  far  as  the  place  mentioned  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher.'* 

"Then  we  hâve  no  fuel  whatever?"  said  the 
old  sailor. 

"No." 

"  And  no  provisions  ?" 

"No." 

"  And  no  ship  to  make  our  way  back  to  England  ?" 
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\t  required  courage  indeed  to  face  thèse  gloomy 
realities,  but,  after  a  moment's  silence,  Johnson 
said  again — 

"  Well,  at  any  rate  we  kncw  exactly  how  we  stand. 
The  first  thing  to  be  donc  now  is  to  make  a  hut,  for  we 
can*t  stay  long  exposed  to  this  température/' 

"Ves,  weMl  soon  manage  that  with  Bell's  help/* 
replied  the  Doctor.  "  Then  we  must  go  and  fînd  the 
sledge,  and  bring  back  the  American,  and  hâve  a 
consultation  with  Hatteras." 

"  Poor  captain,"  said  Johnson,  always  forgetting 
his  own  troubles,  "  how  he  must  feel  it  !'* 

Clawbonny  and  Bell  found  Hatteras  standing 
motionless,  his  arms  folded  in  his  usual  fashion.  He 
seemed  gazing  into  space,  but  his  face  had  recovered  its 
calm,  self-possessed  expression.  His  faithful  dog  stood 
beside  him,  like  his  master,  apparently  insensible  to  the 
biting  cold,  though  the  température  was  32^  below  zéro. 

Bell  lay  on  the  ice  in  an  almost  inanimate  condition. 
Johnson  had  to  take  vigorous  measures  to  rouse  him, 
but  at  last,  by  dint  of  shaking  and  rubbing  him  with 
snow,  he  succeeded. 

"  Come,  Bell,"  he  cried,  "  don't  give  way  like  this. 
Exert  yourself,  my  man  ;  we  must  hâve  a  talk  about  our 
situation,  and  we  need  a  place  to  put  our  heads  in. 
Come  and  help  me,  Bell.  You  haven't  forgotten  how 
to  make  a  snow  hut,  hâve  you  ?  There  is  an  iceberg  ail 
ready  to  hand  ;  weVe  only  got  to  hollow  it  out.  Let's 
set  to  work  ;  we  shall  find  that  is  the  best  remedy 
for  us." 
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Bell  tried  to  shalce  oft'  his  torpor  and  help  his 
comrade,  while  Mr.  Clawbonny  undertook  to  go  and 
fetch  the  sledge  and  the  dogs. 

"VVill  you  go  with  him,  captain?"  asked  Johnson. 

"  No,  my  friend/'  said  Hatteras,  in  a  gentle  tone, 
"  if  the  Doctor  will  kindly  undertake  the  task.  Before 
the  day  ends  I  must  corne  to  some  resolution,  and  I 
need  to  be  alone  to  think.  Go.  Do  meantime  what- 
ever  you  think  best.     I  will  deal  with  the  future." 


Johnson  went  back  to  the  Doctor,  and  said — 

"  It's  very  strange,  but  the  captai n  seems  quite  to 
hâve  got  over  his  anger.  I  never  heard  him  speak  so 
gently  before." 

"Somuch  the  better,"  said  Clawbonnv.  "Bclieve 
me,  Johnson,  that  man  can  save  us  yet." 

And  drawing  his  hood  as  closely  round  his  head  as 
possible,  the  Doctor  scized  his  iron-tipped  staff,  and  set 
out  without  further  delay. 

Johnson  and  Bell    commenced   opérations    imme- 


rî 


;l 

If 

'■      * 

r  I 
I  • 
I  I 

;i 
f  ; 


8 


The  Doctor^s  Inventory. 


il! 


illl 


diately.  They  had  simply  to  dig  a  hole  in  the  heart  of 
a  great  block  of  ice  ;  but  it  was  not  easy  work,  owing  to 
the  extrême  hardness  of  the  material.  However,  this 
very  hardness  guaranteed  the  solidity  of  the  dwelling, 
and  the  further  their  labours  advanced  the  more  they 
became  sheltered. 

Hatteras  alternately  paced  up  and  down,  and  stood 
motionless,  evidently  shrinking  from  any  approach  to 
the  scène  of  explosion. 

In  about  an  hour  the  Doctor  returned,  bringing  with 
him  Altamont  lying  on  the  sledge,  wrapped  up  in  the 
folds  of  the  tent.  The  poor  dogs  were  so  exhausted 
from  starvation  that  they  could  scarcely  draw  it  along, 
and  they  had  begun  to  gnaw  their  harness.  It  was, 
indeed,  high  time  for  b^asts  and  men  to  take  food 
and  rest. 

While  the  hut  was  being  still  further  dug  out,  the 
Doctor  went  foraging  about^  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find  a  little  stove,  almost  undamaged  by  the  explosion. 
He  soon  restored  it  to  working  trim,  and,  by  the  timc 
the  hut  was  completed,  had  filled  it  with  wood  and  got 
it  lighted.  Before  long  it  was  roaring,  and  dlffusing  a 
génial  warmth  on  ail  sides.  The  American  was  biOught 
in  and  laid  on  blankets,  and  the  four  Englishmen  seated 
themselves  round  the  fire  to  enjoy  their  scanty  meal  of 
biscuit  and  hot  tea,  the  last  remains  of  the  provisions  on 
the  sledge.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  by  Hatteras,  and 
the  others  respected  his  silence. 

When  the  meal  was  over,  the  Doctor  rose  and  went 
out,  making  a  sign  to  Johnson  to  follow. 
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"  The  tired-out  doga  were  barnessed  sorely  against  thoir  will,  and  before  long 
returned,  bringing  the  few  but  precious  treasures  found  amoog  the  débri»  of 
the  brig."— P.  9. 
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Corne,  Johnson/'  he  said,  "vve  will  take  an  in- 
ventory of  ail  we  hâve  left.  We  must  know  exactly 
how  we  are  off,  and  our  treasures  are  scattered  in  ail 
directions  ;  so  we  had  better  begin,  and  pick  them  up  as 
fast  as  possible,  for  the  snow  may  fail  at  any  moment, 
and  then  it  would  be  quite  useless  to  look  for  anything/' 

"  Don't  let  us  lose  a  minute,  then,"  replied  Johnson. 
"  Fire  and  food — those  are  our  chief  wants." 

"Very  well,  you  take  one  side  and  l'il  take  the 
otiier,  and  weMl  search  from  the  centre  to  the  cir- 
cumference." 

This  task  occupied  two  hours,  and  ail  they  dis- 
covered  was  a  little  sait  méat,  about  50  Ibs.  of 
pemmican,  three  sacks  of  biscuits,  a  small  stock  of 
chocolaté,  five  or  six  pints  of  brandy,  and  about  2  Ibs, 
of  coffee,  picked  up  bean  by  bean  off  the  ice. 

Ncither  blankets,  nor  hammocks,  nor  clothing — ail 
had  been  consumed  in  the  devouring  flame. 

This  slender  store  of  provisions  would  hardly  last 
three  weeks,  and  they  had  wood  enough  to  supply  the 
Steve  for  about  the  same  time. 

Now  that  the  inventory  was  madc,  the  next  business 
was  to  fetch  the  sledge.  The  tired-out  dogs  were 
harnessed  sorely  against  their  will,  and  before  long 
returned  bringing  the  few  but  precious  treasures  found 
among  the  débris  of  the  brig.  Thèse  were  safely 
deposited  in  the  hut,  and  then  Johnson  and  Clawbonny, 
half-frozen  with  their  work,  resumcd  their  places  beside 
their  companions  in  misfortune. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


FIRST    WORDS    OF    ALTAMONT. 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  grey  snow 
clouds  cleared  away  for  a  little,  and  the  stars  shone  out 
brilliantly  in  the  sky. 

Hatteras  seized  the  opportunity  and  went  out 
silently  to  take  the  altitude  of  some  of  the  principal 
const,  dations.  He  wished  to  ascertain  if  the  ice-field 
was  sti'l  drifting. 

In  half  an  hour  he  returned  and  sat  down  in  a 
corner  of  the  hut,  where  he  remained  without  stirring  ail 
night,  motionless  as  if  asleep,  but  in  reality  buried  in 
deepest  thought. 

The  next  day  the  snow  fell  heavily,  and  the  Doctor 
congratulated  himself  on  his  wise  forethought,  when  he 
saw  the  white  sheet  lying  three  feet  thick  over  the  scène 
of  the  explosion,  completely  obliterating  al!  traces  of 
the  Forward. 

It  was  impossible  to  venture  outside  in  such 
weather,  but  the  stove  drew  capitally,  and  made  the  hut 
quite  comfortable,  or  at  any  rate  it  seemed  so  to  the 
weary,  worn  out  adventurers. 
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The  American  was  in  less  pain,  and  was  evidently 
gradually  coming  back  to  life.  He  opened  his  eyes,  but 
could  not  yet  speak,  for  his  lips  were  so  affccted  by  the 
scurvy  that  articulation  was  impossible,  but  hc  could 
hear  and  understand  ail  that  was  said  to  him.  On 
leaming  what  had  passed,  and  the  circumstances  of  his 
discovery,  he  expressed  his  thanks  by  gestures,  and  the 
Doctor  was  too  wise  to  let  him  know  how  brief  his 
respite  from  death  would  prove.  In  three  weeks  at 
most  every  vestige  ot  food  would  be  gone. 

About  noon  Hatteras  roused  himself,  and  going  up 
to  his  friends,  said — 

"  We  must  make  up  our  minds  what  to  do,  but  I 
must  request  Johnson  to  tell  me  fîrst  ail  the  particulars 
of  the  mutiny  on  the  brig,  and  how  this  final  act  of 
baseness  came  about." 

"  What  good  will  that  do  ?"  said  the  Doctor. 
"The  fact  is  certain,  and  it  is  no  use  thinking  over  it." 

"  I  diflfer  from  your  opinion,*'  rejoined  Hatteras. 
"Let  me  hear  the  whole  affair  from  Johnson,  and  then 
I  will  banish  it  from  my  thoughts." 

"Well,"  said  the  boatswain,  "this  was  how  it 
happened.     I  did  ail  in  my  power  to  prevent,  but — 
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"  T  am  sure  of  that,  Johnson  ;  and  what's  more,  I 
hâve  no  doubt  the  ringleaders  had  been  hatching  their 
plans  for  some  time." 

"That's  my  belief  too,"  said  the  Doctor. 

"  And  so  it  is  mine,"  resumed  Johnson  ;  "  for 
almost  immediately  after  your  departure  Shandon, 
supported  by  the  others,  took  the  command  of  the  ship. 
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I  could  not  resist  him,  and  from  that  moment  everybody 
did  pretty  much  as  they  plcased.  Shandon  made  no 
attempt  to  restrain  them  :  it  was  his  policy  to  make 
them  believe  that  their  privations  and  toils  were  at  an 
end.  £conomy  was  entirely  disrcgarded.  A  blazing 
fire  was  kept  up  in  the  stove,  and  the  men  were  allowed 
to  eat  and  drink  at  discrétion  ;  not  only  tea  and  coffee 
was  at  their  disposai^  but  ail  the  spirits  on  board^  and 
on  men  who  had  been  so  long  dcprived  of  ardent  liquors, 
you  may  guess  the  resuit.  They  went  on  in  this 
mannerfrom  the  7th  to  the  I5th  of  January." 

"  And  this  was  Shandon's  doing  ?  "  asked  Hatteras. 

"  Y  es,  captain/' 

"  Never  mention  his  name  to  me  again  !  Go  on, 
Johnson.'* 

"  It  was  about  the  24th  or  Q,$Ùi  of  January,  that 
they  resolved  to  abandon  the  ship.  Their  plan  was  to 
reach  the  west  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay,  and  from  thence  to 
embark  in  the  boat  and  follow  the  track  of  the  whalers, 
or  to  get  to  some  of  the  Greenland  settlements  on  the 
eastern  side.  Provisions  were  abundant,  and  the  sick 
men  were  so  excited  by  the  hope  c^f  return  that  they 
were  almost  well.  They  began  their  préparations  for 
departure  by  making  a  sledge  which  they  were  to  draw 
themselves,  as  they  had  no  dogs.  This  was  not  ready 
till  the  I5th  of  February,  and  I  was  always  hoping  for 
your  arrivai,  though  I  half  dreaded  it  too,  for  you  could 
hâve  done  nothing  with  the  men,  and  they  would  hâve 
massacred  you  rather  than  remain  on  board.  I  tried 
my  influence  on  each  one  separately^  remonstrating  and 
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reasonin^  with  thcm,  and  pointing  ont  thc  dangers  thcy 
would  encounter,  and  also  the  cowardice  of  leaving  you, 
but  it  was  a  mère  waste  of  words  ;  not  even  the  best 
among  them  would  listen  to  me.  Shandon  was  im- 
patient to  be  ofT,  and  fixed  thc  22nd  of  February  for 
starting.  The  siedge  and  the  boat  were  packed  as 
closcly  as  possible  with  provisions  and  spirits^  and 
heaps  of  woori,  to  obtain  which  they  had  hewed  the  brig 
down  to  her  water-line.  The  last  day  the  men  ran  riot. 
They  completely  sacked  the  ship,  and  in  a  drunken 
paroxysm  Pen  and  two  or  three  others  set  it  on  fire.  I 
fought  and  struggled  against  them,  but  they  threw  me 
down  and  assailed  me  with  blows,  and  then  the  wretches, 
headed  by  Shandon,  went  off  towards  the  east,  and  were 
soon  out  of  sight.  I  found  myself  alone  on  the  burning 
ship,  and  what  could  I  do  ?  The  fire-ho!e  was  com- 
pletely blocked  up  with  ice.  I  had  not  a  smgle  drop  of 
water  !  For  two  days  the  Forward  struggled  with  the 
fiâmes,  and  you  know  the  rest." 

A  long  silence  followed  the  gloomy  récital,  broken 
at  length  by  Hatteras,  who  said — 

"  Johnson,  I  thank  you  ;  you  did  ail  you  could  to 
save  my  ship,  but  single- handed  you  could  not  resist. 
Again  I  thank  you,  and  now  let  the  subject  be  dropped. 
Let  us  unité  efforts  for  our  common  salvation.  There 
are  four  of  us,  four  companions,  four  friends,  and  ail  our 
lives  are  equally  precious.  Let  each  give  his  opinion  on 
the  best  course  for  us  to  pursue." 

"  You  ask  us  then,  Hatteras/*  said  the  Doctor  ; 
"we  are  ail  devoted  to  you,  and  our  words  come  from 
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our  hearts.  But  will  you  not  state  you  own  views 
first?" 

"  That  would  be  little  use/*  said  Hatteras,  sadly  ; 
"  niy  opinion  might  appear  interested  ;  Ict  me  hear 
ail  yours  first," 

"  Captain/'  said  Johnson,  "  before  pronouncing  on 
such  an  important  matter,  I  wish  to  ask  you  a  question/' 

"  Ask  it,  then,  Johnson." 

'*  You  went  out  yesterday  to  ascertain  our  exact 
position  j  well,  is  the  field  drifting  or  stationary  ?  " 

"  Perfectly  stationary.  It  had  not  moved  since  the 
last  reckoning  was  made.  I  find  we  are  just  where  wc 
were  before  we  left,  in  80*^  15"  lat.  and  97*^  35"  long." 

"And  what  distance  are  we  from  the  nearest 
sea  to  the  west  ?  '' 

"  About  six  hundred  miles." 

"  And  that  sea  is ?  " 

"  Smith*s  Sound/'  was  the  reply, 

"The  same  that  we  could  not  get  through  last 
April?" 

"The  same." 

"  Well,  captain,  now  we  know  our  actual  situation, 
we  are  in  a  better  position  to  détermine  our  course 
of  action." 

"  Speak  your  minds,  then/'  said  Hatteras,  again 
burying  his  head  in  his  hands. 

*'  What  do  you  say,  Bell  ?  "  asked  the  Doctor. 

"  ït  strikes  me  the  case  doesn't  need  long  thinking 
over,"  said  the  carpenter.  "  We  must  get  back  at  once 
without  losing  a  single  day  or  even  a  single  hour,  either 
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to  the  south  or  west,  and  make  our  way  to  the  nearest 
coast,  even  if  we  are  two  months  doing  it  !  " 

"  We  hâve  only  food  for  three  weeks/'  replied 
Hatteras,  without  raising  his  head. 

"  V^ery  well,''  said  Johnson,  "  we  must  r  ake  the 
journey  in  three  weeks,  since  it  is  our  last  chance. 
Even  if  we  can  only  crawl  on  our  knees  before  we  get 
to  our  destination,  we  must  be  there  in  twenty- 
five  days." 

"  This  part  of  the  Arctic  Continent  is  unexplored. 
We  may  hâve  to  encounter  difficulties.  Mountains  and 
glaciers  may  bar  our  prdji-ess/'  objected  Hatteras. 

"  I  don't  see  that*s  any  sufficient  reason  for  not 
attempting  it.  We  shall  hâve  to  endure  sufl'crings,  no 
(loubt,  and  perhaps  many.  We  shall  hâve  to  limit 
ourselves  to  the  barest  quantities  of  food,  unless  our 
guns  should  procure  us  anything." 

"  There  is  only  about  half  a  pound  of  powder  left," 
said  Hatteras.  - 

"  Come  now,  Hatteras,  I  know  the  full  weight  of 
your  objections,  and  I  am  not  deluding  myself  vvith 
vain  hopes.  But  I  think  I  can  read  your  motive. 
Hâve  you  any  practical  suggestion  to  offer  ?  " 

"  No,'*  said  Hatteras,  after  a  little  hésitation. 

"You  don't  doubt  our  courage,"  continued  the 
Doctor.  "  We  would  follow  you  to  the  last — you 
know  that.  But  must  we  not,  meantime,  give  up  ail 
hope  of  reaching  the  Pôle  ?  Your  plans  hâve  been 
defeated  by  treachery.  Natural  difficulties  you  might 
hâve  overcome,  but    you   hâve    been   outmatched    by 
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perfidy  and  human  weakness.  You  hâve  donc  ail  that 
man  could  do,  and  you  would  hâve  succeeded  I  am 
certain  ;  but  situated  as  we  are  now,  are  you  not  obliged 
to  relinquish  your  projects  for  the  présent,  and  is  not  a 
return  to  England  even  positively  necessary  before  you 
could  continue  them  ?  " 

"Well,  captain?''  asked  Johnson  after  waiting  a 
considérable  time  for  Hatteras  to  reply. 

Thus  interrogated,  he  raised  his  head,  and  said  in  a 
constrained  tone — 

"  You  think  yourselves  quite  certain  then  of  reach- 
ing  the  Sound,  exhausted  though  you  are,  and  almost 
without  food  ?  " 

"  No,"  replied  the  Doctor,  "  but  there  is  one  thing 
certain,  the  Sound  won't  corne  to  us,  we  must  go  to  it. 
We  may  chance  to  find  some  Esquimaux  tribes 
further  south." 

"  Besides,  isn't  there  the  chance  of  falling  in  with 
some  ship  that  is  wintering  hère  ?  *'  asked  Johnson. 

"  Even  supposing  the  Sound  is  blocked  up,  couidn't 
we  get  across  to  some  Greenland  or  Danish  settlement  ? 
At  any  rate,  Hatteras,  we  can  get  nothing  by  remaining 
hère.  The  route  to  England  is  towards  the  south, 
not  the  north." 

"  Yes,'*  said  Bell,  "  Mr.  Clawbonny  is  right.  We 
must  start,  and  start  at  once.  We  hâve  been  forgetting 
our  country  too  long  already." 

"  Is  this  your  advice,  Johnson  ?  "  asked  Hatteras 
again. 

'' Yes,  captain.' 
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"  And  yours,  Doctor  ?  " 

"  Yes,  Hatteras." 

Hatteras  remained  silent,  but  his  face,  in  spite  of 
himself,  betrayed  his  inward  agitation.  The  issue  of 
his  whole  life  hung  on  the  décision  he  had  to  make,  for 
he  felt  that  to  return  to  England  was  to  lose  ail  !  He 
coiild  not  venture  on  a  fourth  expédition. 

The  Doctor  finding  he  did  not  reply,  added — 

"  I  ought  also  to  hâve  said,  that  there  is  not  a 
moment  to  lose.  The  sledge  must  be  loaded  with  the 
provisions  at  once,  and  as  much  wood  as  possible.  I 
niust  confess  six  hundred  miles  is  a  long  journcy,  but 
\ve  can,  or  rather  we  must  make  twenty  miles  a  day, 
which  will  bring  us  to  the  coast  about  the  26th 
ofMarch." 

"  But  cannot  we  wait  a  few  days  yet  ?  "  said 
Hatteras. 

"  What  are  you  hoping  for  ?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"  I  don't  know.     Who  can  tell  the  future  ?     It  is 
[necessary,  too.  that  you  should  get  your  strength  a  little 
recruited.     You  might  sink  down  on   the  road   with 
[fatigue,  without  even  a  snow  hut  to  shelter  you.^' 

"But  think  of  the  terrible  death  that  awaits  us 
lere/'  replied  the  carpenter. 

"  My  friends/'  said  Hatteras,  in  almost  supplicating 

tones;  "  you  are  despairing  too  soon.    I  should  propose 

that  we  should  seek  our  deliverance  towards  the  north, 

[but  you  would  refuse  to  follow  me,  and  yet  why  shorld 

there  not  be  Esquimaux  tribes  round  about  the  Polc  d¥. 

*ell  as  towards  the  south?    The    open   sea,   of  the 
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existence  of  which  we  are  certificcl,  must  wash  the 
shores  of  continents.  Nature  is  logical  in  ail  her 
doings.  Consequently  végétation  must  be  found  there 
when  the  earth  is  no  longer  ice-bound.  Is  there  not  a 
promised  land  awaiting  us  in  the  north  from  which 
you  would  flee  ?  " 

Hattcras  became  animated  as  he  spoke,  and  Doctor 
Clawbonny's  excitable  nature  was  so  wrought  upon  that 
his  décision  began  to  waver.  He  was  on  the  point  ot 
yieldi.ig,  when  Johnson,  with  his  wiser  head  and  calmer 
tempérament,  recalled  him  to  reason  and  duty  by  call- 


me;  out- 


"  Coine,  Bell,  let  us  be  off  to  the  sledge." 

"AU   right,"  said  Bell,  and  the  two  had  risen  to 
Icave  the  but,  when  Hatteras  exclaimed — 

"  Oh,  Johnson  !     You  !  you  !     Well,  go  !     \  shal! 
stay,  I  shall  stay  !"  ' 

"  Captain  !  "  said   Johnson,    stopping   in   spite  ol 
himself. 

"  I  shall  stay,  I  tell  you.     Go  !     Leave  me  îike  thi 
rest  !     Corne,  Duk,  you  and  I  will  stay  togcther.^' 

The  faithful  dog  barked  as  if  he  understood,  and 
settled    himself    down    beside    his    mastcr.     Johnson 
looked  at  the  Doctor,  who  seemed  at  a  loss  to  knowî 
what  to  do,  but  came  to  the  conclusion  at  last  that  thti 
best  vvay,  meantimc,  was  to  calm   Hatteras,  even  at  thci 
sacrifice  of  a  day.     He  was  just  about  to  try  the  forci 
of  his  éloquence  in  this  direction,  when  he  felt  a  liglitj 
touch  ovl  his  arm,  and  turning  round  saw  Altamont, 
who  had  crawled  out  of  bed  and  managed  to  get  on  hi^l 
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knees.  He  vvas  trying  to  spcak,  but  his  swollen  lips 
could  scarcely  make  a  souiul.  lîattcras  went  towards 
him,  and  watched  his  efforts  to  articulate  so  attentively 
tlmt  in  a  fcw  minutes  he  madc  ont  a  word  that  sounded 
like  PorpoïsCf  and  stooping  over  liim  hc  askcd — 

*•  Is  it  the  Porpohe?** 

Altamont  made  a  sign  in  the  afTirmative,  and 
Hatteras  went  on  with  his  querics,  now  that  he  had 
foiind  a  clue. 

"  In  thèse  seas  ?  ** 

The  affirmative  gcsture  was  rcpeated. 

"  Is  she  in  the  north  ?  '* 

*'  Yes." 

"  Do  you  know  her  position  ?  " 

"Yes."  • 

"  Exactly  ?" 

"Yes." 

For  a  minute  or  so,  nothing  more  was  said,  and  the 
onlookers  waited  with  palpitating  hearts. 

Thcn  Hatteras  spoke  again  and  said — 

"  Listen  to  me.  We  must  know  the  exact  position 
of  your  vesscl.  I  will  count  the  degrces  aloud,  and  you 
will  stop  me  when  I  come  to  the  right  onc." 

The  American  asscntcd  by  a  motion  of  the  head, 
and  Hatteras  began — 

"  We'Il  take  the  longitude  first.  105*^,  No  ?  ic6^, 
107°  ?     It  is  to  the  west,  I  suppose  ?  " 

"  Vcs,"  replicd  Altamont. 

"  Let  us  go  on,  then  :  109^,  no^,  [I2^,  114"^, 
n6°,  118^,  120°." 


r  t 

-1 

►  j 

fi 


il 


20 


First  Word  s  of  Altamnvt. 


t(  V^o  >>  ', 


I       i; 


!'         I 


Ycs,"  interruptcd  the  sick  man. 


tf 


I20*^    of    longitude,    and    how   many    minutes? 
I  will  count/' 


First  IVords  of  AU  amont. 


21 


Hattcras  began  at  number  one,  and  whcn  he  got  to 
fifteeii,  Altamont  made  a  sign  to  stop. 

"  Very  good,"  said  Hatteras  ;  "  now  for  the  latitude. 
Are  you  listcning?  80°,  8i^  82^  83^" 

Again  the  sign  to  stop  was  made. 

''Now  for  the  minutes:  5',  10',  15',  20',  25',  30',  35'." 

Altamont  stoppcd  him  once  more,  and  smiled  feebly. 

"  You  say,  then,  that  the  Porpoise  is  in  longitude 
120^  15',  and  Ltitude  83"  35'  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  sighed  the  American,  and  fell  back  motion - 
less  in  the  Doctor's  arms,  completely  overpowered  by 
the  effort  he  had  made. 

"  Friends  !  "  exclaimed  Flatteras;  "you  see  I  was 
right.  Our  salvation  lies  indeed  in  the  north,  always  in 
the  north.     We  shall  be  saved  !  ^* 

Eut  the  joyous,  exulting  words  had  hardly  escaped 
his  lips  before  a  sudden  thought  made  his  countenance 
change.  The  serpent  of  jealousy  had  stung  him,  for 
this  stranger  was  an  American,  and  he  had  reached 
three  degrees  nearer  the  Pôle  than  the  ill-fated  Fanuard. 
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Thèse  first  words  of  Altaniont  had  completely  changcd 
the  whole  aspect  of  affairs,  but  his  communication  was 
still  incomplète,  and,  after  giving  him  a  little  time  to 
rest,  the  Doctor  undertook  the  task  of  conversing  again 
with  him,  putting  his  questions  in  such  a  form  that  a 
movement  of  the  head  or  eyes  would  be  a  sufficient 
answer. 

He  soon  ascertained  that  the  Porpoise  was  a  three- 
mast  American  ship,  from  New  York,  wrccked  on  the 
ice,  with  provisions  and  combustibles  in  abundance  still 
on  board,  and  that,  though  she  had  been  thrown  on  her 
side,  she  had  not  gone  to  pièces,  and  there  was  every 
chance  of  saving  her  cargo. 

Altamont  and  his  crew  had  left  her  two  months 
previously,  taking  the  long  boat  with  them  on  a  sledge. 
They  intended  to  get  to  Smith's  Sound,  and  reach  some 
whaler  that  would  take  them  back  to  America  ;  but  one 
after  another  succumbed  to  fatigue  and  illness,  till  at 
last  Altamont  and  two  men  were  ail  that  remained  out 
of  thirty  ;  and  truly  he  had  survived  by  a  providential 
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miracle,  wliilc  his  tvvo  companions  already  lay  bcsidc 
him  in  the  slcep  of  dcath. 

Hattcras  wished  to  know  why  thc  Porpoise  had 
corne  so  fur  north,  and  learned  in  reply  that  she  had 
been  irresistibly  driven  there  by  the  ice.  But  his 
anxious  fears  were  not  satisfied  with  this  explanation, 
and  he  asked  further  vhat  was  the  purpose  of  his  voy- 
age. Altamont  said  he  wantcd  to  niake  the  north-west 
passage,  and  this  appcared  to  content  the  jealoiis  Eng- 
lishman,  for  he  made  no  more  référence  to  the  subject. 

"  Well,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  it  strikes  nie  that, 
instead  of  trying  to  get  to  Baffin's  Bay,  our  best  plan 
vvould  be  to  go  in  search  of  the  Porpoise,  for  hère  lies  a 
ship  a  full  third  of  the  distance  ncarer,  and,  more  than 
thdt,  stocked  with  everything  necessary  for  winter 
quarters." 

"  I  see  no  othcr  course  open  to  us/'  replied  Bell. 

"  And  the  sooner  we  go  the  better,"  added  Johnson, 
"  for  the  time  we  allow  ourselves  must  dépend  on  our 
provisions." 

^'You  are  right,  Johnson,"  returned  the  Doctor. 
"  If  we  start  to-morrow,  we  must  reach  the  Porpoise  by 
the  I5th  of  March,  unless  we  mean  to  die  of  starvation. 
What  do  you  say,  Hatteras  ?  " 

"  Let  us  make  préparations  immediately,  but  per- 
haps  the  route  may  be  longer  than  we  suppose." 

"  How  can  that  be,  captain  ?  The  man  seems 
quite  sure  of  the  position  of  his  ship,"  said  the  Doctor. 

"But  suppose  the  ice-field  should  hâve  drifted 
like  ours  ?  " 
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f  1ère  Altaiiiont,  who  was  listcning  attentivcly,  made 
a  sigii  that  he  wished  to  speak,  and,  after  mucli 
ilifficulty,  he  succeeded  in  telling  the  Doctor  that  thc 
Porpoise  had  struck  on  rocks  near  tlie  coast.  and  that  it 
was  impossible  for  her  to  move. 

This  was  re-assuring  information,  though  it  eut  otV 
ail  hope  of  returning  to  Europe,  unless  Bell  could  con- 
struet  a  smaller  ship  ont  of  the  wreck. 

No  time  was  lost  in  getting  ready  to  start.     The 


sledge  was  the  principal  thing,  as  it  needed  thorougli 
repair.  There  was  plenty  of  wood,  and,  profiting  by 
the  expérience  they  had  recently  had  of  this  mode  of 
transit,  several  improvements  were  made  by  Bell. 

Inside,  a  sort  of  couch  was  laid  for  the  American, 
and  covered  over  with  the  tent.  The  small  stock  of 
provisions  did  not  add  much  to  the  weight,  but,  to 
make  up  the  deficiency,  as  much  wood  was  piled  up  on 
it  as  it  could  hold. 

The  Doctor  did  the  packing,  and  made  an  exact  cal  eu- 
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lation  of  how  long  their  stores  would  last.  He  found  that, 
l)y  allowing  three-quartcr  rations  to  each  man  and  full 
rations  to  the  dogs,  they  might  hold  ont  for  three  wccks. 

Towards  seven  in  the  evening,  they  felt  so  worn  ont 
that  they  were  obliged  to  give  up  work  for  the  night  ;  but, 
before  lying  down  to  sleep,  they  hcaped  up  the  wood  in 
the  stove,  and  madc  a  roaring  fire,  determined  to  allow 
themselves  this  parting  luxury.  As  they  gathered  round 
it,  basking  in  the  unaccustomed  beat,  and  enjoying 
their  bot  coffee  and  biscuits  and  pemmican,  they  be- 
came  quite  cheerful,  and  forgot  ail  their  sufferings. 

About  seven  in  the  morning  they  set  to  work  again, 
and  by  three  in  the  afternoon  everything  was  ready. 

It  was  almost  dark,  for,  though  the  sun  had  re- 
appeared  above  the  horizon  since  the  3ist  of  January, 
hJs  light  was  feeble  and  of  short  duration.  Ilappily  the 
moon  would  rise  about  half-past  six,  and  her  soft  beams 
would  give  sufficient  light  to  show  the  road. 

The  parting  moment  came.  Altamont  was  over- 
joyed  at  the  idea  of  starting,  though  the  jolting  would 
necessarily  increase  bis  sufferings,  for  the  Doctor  would 
find  on  board  the  medicines  he  required  for  bis  cure. 

They  lifted  him  on  to  the  sledge,  and  laid  him  as 
comfortably  as  possible,  and  then  harnessed  the  dogs, 
including  Duk.  One  final  look  towards  the  icy  bed 
where  the  Forward  had  been,  and  the  little  party  setout 
for  the  Porpoise.  Bell  was  scout,  as  before  ;  the  Doctor 
and  Johnson  took  each  a  side  of  the  sledge,  and  lent  a 
helping  hand  when  necessary  ;  while  Hatteras  walked 
behind  to  keep  ail  in  the  right  track. 
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Thcy  got  on  pretty  quickly,  lor  the  vvcathcr  was 
good,  and  tl»c  icc  sniooth  and  hard,  allowing  thc  slcdgc 
to  glide  casily  along;  yct  thc  température  was  so  low 
that  men  and  dogs  were  soon  panting,  and  had  oiten  to 
stop  and  take  breath.  About  seven  the  moon  slione 
out,  and  irradiated  the  whole  liorizon.  Far  as  the  eye 
cuuld    see,    therc   was    nothing    visible    but    a  widi- 


stretching  level  plain  of  icc,  without  a  solitary  hummock 
or  patch  to  rclieve  the  uniforniity. 

As  the  Doctor  rcmarked  to  his  companion,  it  looked 
hkc  sonie  vast,  nionotonous  désert. 

"  Ay  !  Mr.  Clawbonny,  it  is  a  dcsert,  but  we  shan't 
die  of  thirst  in  it  at  any  rate." 

"  That's  a  conifort,  certainly  ;  but  PII  tell  you  one 
thing  :  it  proves,  Johnson,  we  must  be  a  great  distance 
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Irom  iiiiy  coast.  The  ncarcr  the  coast,  thc  inore 
mimcrous  the  icel)crgs  in  gcncral,  and  yoii  sec  thcrc  is 
not  onc  in  sight." 

"The  liorizon  is  rather  misty,  thoiigli." 

"  So  it  is,  but  cver  since  \vc  startctl,  we  bave  becn  on 
tliis  sanic  intcrniinal)Ic  icc-licld." 

"  Do  you  knovv,  Mr.  Clawbonny,  that  smooth  as 
this  ice  is,  we  arc  going  over  inost  dangerous  ground  ? 
lathonilcss  abysses  lie  bcneath  our  feet." 

"'l'hat's  true  cnough,  but  they  won't  cngulph  us. 
This  vvhite  shcet  over  tbeni  is  pretty  tough,  I  can  tell 
vou.  It  "is  always  getting  thicker  too  ;  for  in  thèse 
latitudes,  it  snows  nine  days  out  of  ten,  even  in  April 
and  May  ;  ay,  and  in  June  as  well.  The  ice  hère,  in 
sonie  parts,  cannot  be  less  than  between  tliirty  and 
lorty  feet  thiek.'' 

"  That  sounds  rcassuring,  at  ail  events,"  said 
Johnson. 

"  Yes,  weVe  not  like  the  skaters  on  the  Serpentine — 
always  in  danger  of  falling  through.  This  ice  is  strong 
Liiough  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  Custom  House  in  Liver- 
pool,  or  the  Houses  of  Parlianicnt  in  Westminster.*' 

"  Can  they  reckon  pretty  nearly  what  ice  will  bear, 
Mr.  Clawbonny  ?  "  asked  the  old  sailor,  always  eager 
for  information. 

"  What  can't  be  reckoned  now-a-days  ?  Yes,  ice 
two  inches  thick  will  bear  a  man  ;  threc  and  a  half 
inches,  a  man  on  horse-back  ;  five  inches,  an  eight 
pounder  j  eight  inches,  field  artillery  ;  and  ten  inches,  a 
whole  army.^' 
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"  ît  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  such  a  power  of  résist- 
ance, but  you  were  speaking  of  the  incessant  snow  just 
now,  and  I  cannot  help  wondering  where  it  cornes  from, 
for  the  water  ail  round  is  frozen,  and  what  makes 
the  clouds  ?  " 

"  That's  a  natural  enough  question,  but  my  notion 
is  that  nearly  ail  the  snow  or  rain  that  we  get  herc 
cornes  irom  the  temperate  zones.  I  fancy  each  of  those 
snowflakes  was  originally  a  drop  of  water  in  some  ri\  2r, 
caught  up  by  evaporation  into  the  air,  and  wafted  over 
hère  in  the  slîape  of  clouds  ;  so  that  it  is  not  impossible 
that  when  we  quench  our  ihirst  with  the  melted  snow, 
we  are  actually  drinking  from  the  very  rivers  of  our  own 
native  land." 

Just  at  this  moment  the  conversation  was  in- 
terrupted  by  Hatteras,  who  called  out  that  they  werc 
getting  out  of  the  straight  line.  The  increasing  mist 
made  it  difficult  to  keep  together,  and  at  last,  about 
eight  o^clock,  they  determined  to  corne  to  a  hait,  as  they 
had  gone  fifteen  miles.  The  tent  was  put  up  and  the 
stove  lighted,  and  after  their  usual  supper  they  lay  down 
and  slept  comfortably  till  rnorning. 

The  calm  atmosphère  was  highly  favourable,  for 
though  the  cold  became  intense,  and  the  mercury  was 
always  frozen  in  the  thermometer,  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  continuin^  their  route,  confirming  the  truth 
of  Parry's  assertion  that  any  man  suitably  clad  may 
walk  abroad  with  impunity  in  the  lowest  température, 
provided  there  is  no  wind  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
least  breeze  would  make  the  skin  Smart  acutely,  and 
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bring   on   violent    headache,   which   wo' Id   soon    end 
in  death. 

On  the  5th  of  March  a  peculiar  phenomenon  oc- 
curred.  The  sky  was  perfectly  clear  and  ghttering  with 
stars,  when  suddenly  snow  began  to  fall  thick  and 
fast,  though  there  was  not  a  cloud  in  the  heavens; 
and  through  the  white  flakes  the  constellations  could 
be  seen  shining.  This  curions  display  lasted  two 
hours,  and  ceased  before  the  Doctor  could  arrive  at 
any  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  its  cause. 

The  moon  had  ended  her  last  quarter,  and  complète 
darkness  prevailed  now  for  seventeen  hours  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  The  travellers  had  to  fasten  themselves 
together  with  a  long  rope  to  avoid  getting  sépara tcd, 
and  it  was  ail  but  impossible  to  pursue  the  right  course. 
Moreover,  the  brave  fellows,  in  spite  of  their  iron 
will,  began  to  show  signs  of  fatigue.  Halts  becanie 
more  fréquent,  and  yet  every  hour  was  precious,  for  the 
provisions  were  rapidly  coming  to  an  end.  ^ 

Hatteras  hardly  knew  what  to  think  as  day  after  day 
went  on  without  apparent  resuit,  and  he  asked  himself 
sometimes  whether  the  Porpoise  had  any  actual  exist- 
ence except  in  Altamont's  fevered  brain,  and  more  than 
once  the  idea  even  came  into  his  head  that  perhaps 
national  hatred  might  hâve  induced  the  American  to 
drag  them  along  with  himself  to  certain  death. 

He  told  the  Doctor  his  suppositions,  who  rejected 
them  absolutely,  and  laid  them  down  to  the  score  of  the 
unhappy  rivalry  that  had  arisen  already  between  the 
two  captains. 
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On  the  i4th  of  March,  after  sixtecn  days'  march, 


the  little  party  tound  tliciiisclves  only  yet  iu  die  82" 


A  Seventeen  Days*  March. 


3ï 


latitude.  Their  strength  was  exhausted,  and  they  had  a 
hundred  miles  more  to  go.  To  increase  their  sufferinpjs, 
rations  had  to  be  still  further  reduced.  Each  man  must 
be  conterit  with  a  fourth  part  to  allow  the  dogs  their 
full  quanti ty. 

Unfortunately  they  could  not  rely  at  al!  on  their 
guns,  for  only  sevcn  charges  of  powder  were  left,  and  six 
balls.  They  had  fired  at  several  hares  and  foxes  on  the 
road  already,  but  unsuccessfully. 

However,  on  the  I5th,  the  Doctor  was  fortunate 
enough  to  surprise  a  seal  basking  on  the  ice,  and,  after 
several  shots,  the  animal  was  captured  and  kiiled. 

Johnson  soon  had  it  skinned  and  eut  in  pièces,  but 
it  was  so  lean  that  it  was  worthless  as  food,  unless  its 
captors  would  drink  the  oil  like  the  Esquimaux. 

The  Doctor  was  bold  enough  to  make  the  atcempt, 
but  failed  in  spite  of  himself. 

Next  day  several  icebergs  and  hummocks  were 
noticed  on  the  horizon.  Was  'Lhis  a  sign  that  land  was 
near,  or  was  it  some  ice-field  that  had  broken  up  ?  It 
was  difficult  to  know  what  to  surmise. 

On  arriving  at  the  first  of  thèse  hummocks,  the 
travellers  set  to  work  to  make  a  cave  in  it  where  they 
could  rest  more  comfortably  than  in  the  tent,  and  after 
three  hours*  persevering  toil,  were  able  to  light  their 
stove  and  lie  down  bcsidc  it  to  stretch  their  wcary  limbs. 
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Johnson  was  obliged  to  take  the  dogs  insîde  th<'  hiit, 
for  they  would  hâve  been  soon  frozeii  outside  in  such 
dry  weather.  Had  it  been  snowing  they  would  hâve 
been  safe  enough,  for  the  snow  served  as  a  covering, 
and  kept  in  the  natural  beat  of  the  animais. 

The  old  sailor,  who  made  a  first-rate  dog-drivci, 
tried  his  beasts  with  the  oily  flesh  of  the  seal  ;  and 
found,  to  his  joyful  surprise,  that  they  ate  it  greedily. 
The  Doctor  said  he  was  not  astonished  at  this,  as  in 
North  America  the  horses  were  chiefly  fed  on  fish  ;  and 
he  thought  that  what  would  satisfy  an  herbivorous 
horse  might  surely  content  an  omnivorous  dog. 

The  whole  party  were  soon  buried  in  deep  sleep,  for 
they  were  fairly  overcome  with  fatiguo.  Johnson  awoke 
his  companions  early  next  morning,  and  the  march  was 
resumcd  in  haste.  T'heir  lives  depended  now  on  their 
speed,  for  provisions  would  only  hold  ont  three  days 
longer. 

The  sky  was  magnificent  ;  the  atmosphère  extremely 
clcar,  and  the  température  very  low.     The  sun  rose  in 
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thc  form  of  a  long  ellipse,  owing  to  refraction,  which 
made  his  horizontal  diameter  appear  twice  the  length 
of  his  vertical. 

The  Doctor,  gun  in  hand,  wandered  away  from  the 
others,  braving  the  solitude  and  the  cold  in  the  hope  of 
discovering  game.  He  had  only  sufficient  powder  left 
to  load  three  times,  and  he  had  just  three  halls.     That 


was  little  enough  should  he  encounter  a  bear,  for  it 
often  takes  ten  or  twelve  shots  to  hâve  any  effect  on 
thèse  enormous  animais. 

But  the  brave  Doctor  would  hâve  been  satisfied  with 
humbler  game.  A  few  hares  or  foxes  would  be  a 
welcome  addition  to  their  scanty  food  ;  but  ail  that  day, 
if  even  he  chanced  to  see  one,  either  he  was  too  far 
away,  or  he  was  deceived   by  refraction,  and    took  a 
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wrong  aim.  He  came  back  to  his  companions  at  night 
with  crestfallen  looks,  having  wasted  one  bail  and  one 
charge  of  powder. 

Next  day  the  route  appeared  more  difficu^t,  and  the 
wear)^  men  could  hardly  drag  themselves  along.  The 
dogs  had  devoured  even  the  entrails  of  the  seal,  and 
bcgan  to  gnaw  their  traces. 

A  few  foxes  passed  in  the  distance,  and  the  Doctor 
lost  another  bail  in  attempting  to  shoot  them. 

They  were  forced  to  corne  to  a  hait  early  in  the 
evening,  though  the  road  was  illumined  by  a  splendid 
Aurora  Borealis  ;  for  they  could  not  put  one  foot  before 
the  other. 

Their  last  meal,  on  the  Sunday  evening,  was  a  very 
sad  one — if  no  providential  help  came,  their  doom  was 
sealed.  * 

Johnson  set  a  few  traps  before  going  to  sleep, 
though  he  had  no  baits  to  put  inside  them.  He  was 
very  disappointed  to  fiiid  them  ail  empty  in  the  morning, 
and  was  returning  gloomily  to  the  hut,  whcn  he 
perceived  a  bear  of  huge  dimensions.  The  old  sailor 
took  it  into  his  head  that  Heaven  had  sent  this  beast 
specially  for  him  to  kill  ;  and  without  waking  his 
comrades,  he  seized  the  Doctor's  gun,  and  was  soon  in 
pursuit  of  his  prey.  On  reaching  the  right  distance,  he 
took  aim  ;  but,  just  as  his  finger  touched  the  trigger,  hc 
felt  his  *arm  tremble.  His  thick  gloves  hampered  him, 
and,  flinging  them  hastily  ofF,  he  took  up  the  gun  with 
a  firmer  grasp.  But  what  a  cry  of  agony  escaped  him  ! 
The  skin  of  his  fingers  stuck  to  the  gun  as  if  it  had  been 
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rcd-hot,  and  he  was  forced  to  Ict  it  drop.  The  suddeii 
fall  made  it  go  off,  and  the  last  bail  was  discharged  in 
the  air. 

The  Doctor  ran  out  at  the  noise  of  the  report,  and 
understood  ail  at  a  glanée.  He  saw  the  animal  walking 
quietly  off,  and  poor  Johnson  forgetting  his  sufferings 
in  his  despair. 

"  I  am  a  regular  milksop  !  "  he  exclaimed,  "  a  cry- 


baby,  that  can't  stand  the  least  pain  !  And  at  my 
âge,  too  !  " 

"  Corne,  Johnson  ;  go  in  at  once,  or  you  will  be 
frost-bitten.  Look  at  your  hands — they  are  white 
aîready  !     Corne,  corne  this  minute." 

"  I  am  not  worth  troubling  about,  Mr.  Clawbonny," 
said  the  old  boatswain.     "  Never  mind  me  !  " 

"  But  you  must  come  in,  you  obstinate  fellow. 
Come,  now,  I  tell  you  ;  it  will  be  too  late  presently." 

At  last  he  succeeded  in  dragging  the  poor  fellow  into 
the  tent,  where  he  made  him  plunge  his  hands  into  a 
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bowl  of  water,  which  the  beat  of  the  stovc  Icept  in  a 
liquid  State,  though  still  colcl.  Johnson's  hands  had 
hardly  touched  it  before  it  froze  immediately. 

"  Yoii  see  it  was  high  time  you  came  in  ;  I  should 
hâve  been  forced  to  amputate  soon,"  said  the  Doctor. 

Thanks  to  his  endeavours,  ail  danger  was  over  in 
about  an  hour,  but  he  was  advised  to  kcep  his  hands  at 
a  good  distance  from  the  stove  for  some  time  still. 

That  morning  they  had  no  breakfast.  Pemmican 
and  sait  beef  were  both  donc.  Not  a  crumb  of  biscuit 
remained.  They  were  obliged  to  content  themselves 
with  half  a  cup  of  hot  coffee,  and  start  off  again. 

They  scarcely  went  three  miles  before  they  were 
compelled  to  give  up  for  the  day.  They  had  no  supper 
but  coffee,  and  the  dogs  were  so  ravenous  that  they 
were  almost  devouring  eacb  other. 

Johnson  fancied  he  could  see  the  bear  following 
them  in  the  distance,  but  he  made  no  remark  to  his 
companions.  Sleep  forsook  the  unfortunate  men,  and 
their  eyes  grew  wild  and  haggard. 

Tuesday  morning  came,  and  it  was  thirty  four  hours 
since  thev  had  tasted  a  morsel  of  food.  Yet  thèse 
brave,  stout-hearted  raen  continued  their  march,  sus- 
tained  by  their  superhuman  energy  of  purpose.  They 
pushed  the  sledge  themselves,  for  the  dogs  could  no 
longer  draw  it. 

At  the  end  of  two  hours,  they  ssnk  exhausted. 
Hatteras  urged  them  to  make  a  fresh  attempt,  but  his 
entreaties  and  supplications  were  powerless  ;  they  could 
not  do  impossibilities. 
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''  Well,  at  any  rate/*  he  said,  "  I  vvon^t  clic  of  cold 
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if  1   must  of  hunger.*'     He  set  to   work   to  hew  out 
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a  hut  in  an  iceberg,  aitled  by  Johnson,  and  really 
they  lookcd  like  men  digging  their  own  tomb. 

It  vvas  hard  labour,  but  at  length  the  task  was 
accoîTiplished.  The  little  house  was  ready,  and  the 
misérable  men  took  up  their  abode  in  it. 

In  the  evening,  while  the  others  lay  nr,»otionless,  a 
sort  of  hallucination  came  over  Johnson,  and  he  began 
raving  about  bears. 

The  Doctor  roused  himself  from  bis  torpor,  and 
asked  the  old  man  what  he  meant,  and  what  bear  he 
was  taîking  about. 

"  The  bear  that  is  following  us,"  replied  Johnson. 

"  A  bear  following  us  ?  " 

"  Yes,  for  the  last  two  days !" 

"  For  the  last  two  days  !     You  hâve  seen  him  ?  " 

"  Yes,  about  a  mile  to  leeward." 

"  And  you  never  told  me,  Johnson  !  " 

"  What  was  the  good  !  " 

"  True  enough,"  said  the  Doctor  ;  '^  we  hâve  not 
a  single  bail  to  send  after  him  !  " 

"  No,  not  even  a  bit  of  iron  !" 

The  Doctor  was  silent  for  a  minute,  as  if  thinking. 
Then  he  said — 

"  Are  you  quite  certain  the  animal  is  following 
us  ?  " 

"  Yes,  Mr.  Clawbonny,  he  is  reckoning  on  a  good 
fced  of  human  flesh  !  " 

"Johnson!"  exclaimed  the  Doctor,  grieved  at  the 
despairing  mood  of  his  companion. 

"  He  is  sure  euough  of  his  meal  !  "  continued  the 
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poor  fellow,    whose  brain  bcgaii    to   give   •  ''  He 

must  be  hungry,  and  I  don't  see  why  wc  should  kcep 
him  waiting." 

"  Johnson,  calm  yourself  !  " 

"No,  Mr.  Clawbonny,  since  we  must  die,  why 
proiong  the  suffcrings  of  the  poor  beast  ?  Hc  is 
famished  like  ourselves.  There  are  no  seals  for  him  to 
eat,  and  Heaven  sends  him  men  !  So  much  the  better 
for  him,  that's  ail  !" 


Johnson  was  fast  going  mad.  He  wanted  to  get  up 
and  leave  the  hut,  and  the  Doctoi'  had  great  difficulty  in 
preventing  him.  That  he  succeeded  at  ail,  was  not 
through  strength,  but  by  saying  in  a  tone  of  the  most 
absolute  conviction,  "Johnson,  I  shall  kill  that  bear 
to-morrow  !  " 

"  To-morrow  1  "  said  Johnson,  as  if  waking  up  from 
some  bad  dream. 

"  Yes,  to-morrow." 
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"  You  hâve  no  bail  !" 

"  ni  make  one/' 

"  You  havc  no  Icad  !" 

"  No,  but  I  havc  nicrcury." 

So  saying,  he  took  thc  thcrnioineter,  which  stood  at 
50®  above  zéro,  and  wcnt  outside  and  laid  it  on  a  block 
of  ice.  Then  he  came  in  again,  ans'  said,  "To- 
morrow  !     Go  to  slecp,  and  wait  till  the  suii  rises." 

With  thc  first  strcak  of  dawn  ncxt  day,  thc  Dojtoi 
and  Johnson  rushed  out  to  look  at  thc  thcrmometcr. 
AH  thc  mercury  had  frozcn  into  a  compact  cylindrical 
niass.  Thc  Doctor  brokc  thc  tube  and  took  it  out. 
Here  was  a  hard  pièce  of  métal  ready  for  use. 

"  It  is  wonderfui,  Mr.  Clawbonny  ;  you  ought  to  be 
a  proud  man." 

"Not  at  ail,  roy  friend,  I  am  only  gifted  with  a 
good  memory,  and  I  havc  read  a  great  deal." 

"  How  did  that  help  you  ?" 

"  Why,  I  just  happened  to  recollect  a  fact  related  by 
Captain  Ross  in  bis  voyages.  He  states  that  they 
pierced  a  plank,  an  inch  thick,  with  a  bullet  made  of 
mercury.  Oil  would  even  havc  suited  my  purpose,  for, 
he  adds,  that  a  bail  of  frozen  almond  oil  splits  through  a 
post  without  breaking  in  pièces." 

"  It  is  quite  incredible  !" 

"  But  it  is  a  fact,  Johnson.  Well,  corne  now,  this 
bit  of  métal  may  save  our  lives.  We'll  leave  it  exposed 
to  the  air  a  little  while,  and  go  and  hâve  a  look  for 
the  bear.*' 

Just  then  Hatteras  made  his  appearance,  and  the 
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Doctor  told  him  his  projcct,  aiid  showcd  him  the 
mercury. 

The  captain  graspcd  his  hand  silently,  a.ul  thc  three 
hunters  went  off  in  qucst  of  their  gamc. 

The  weathcr  was  very  clcar,  and  lîattcras,  who  was 
a  little  ahcad  of  thc  othcrs,  specdily  discovcrcd  thc  bcar 
about  three  hundrcd  yards  distant,  sitting  on  liis  liind 


quarters  sniffing  the  air,  evidcntly  scenting  thc  in- 
truders  on  his  domains. 

"There  he  is  ?  "  he  exclaimed.  • 

"  Hush  !  "  cried  the  Doctor. 

But  the  enormous  quadruped,  cven  when  he  pcr- 
ceivcd  his  antagonists,  never  stirred,  and  displayed 
neither  fear  nor  anger.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  get 
near  him,  howevcr,  and  Hatteras  said — 

"  Friends,  this  is  no  idle  sport,  our  very  existence  is 
at  stake  ;  we  must  act  prudently/' 

"Yes,"  repHed  the  Doctor,  "forwe  hâve  but  the 
one  shot  to  dépend  upon.     We  must  not  miss,  for  if 
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once  the  beast  took  to  his  heels  we  hâve  lost  ail  chance 
of  him.     He  would  outstrip  a  hare  in  fleetness  !  " 

"  We  must  go  right  up  to  him,"  said  Johnson, 
"  that  is  the  only  way.  It  is  risking  one's  life,  of 
course;  but  what  does  that  matter?  Let  me  risk 
mine/* 

"No,  I  wish  to  t?.ke  the  risk  on  myself/'  said 
the  Doctor. 

"  I  am  the  one  to  go,"  said  Hatteras,  quietly. 

"  But,  captain,  is  your  life  not  more  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  ail  than  a  stupid  old  man's  like  mine  ?  " 

"No,  Johnson,  let  me  go.  1*11  not  risk  myself 
urmecessarily.  Besides,  I  may  possibly  nv^ed  your 
assistance." 

"  Hatteras,"  asked  the  Doctor,  "  do  y  ou  mean  to 
walk  right  up  to  the  bear  ?" 

"  If  I  were  certain  of  getting  a  shot  at  him,  I  would 
do  that  if  it  test  me  my  head  ;  but  he  might  scamper 
ofF  at  my  approach.  No,  Bruin  is  a  cunning  fellow, 
and  we  must  try  and  be  a  match  for  him." 

"  What  plan  hâve  you  got  in  your  head  ?  " 

"To  get  within  ten  paces  of  him  without  letting 
him  suspect  it.*' 

And  how  will  you  manage  that  ?  " 
Well,  my  scheme  is  simple  enough,  though  rather 
dangerous.     You  kept  the  skin  of  the  seal  you  killed, 
didn*t  you  ?  *' 

It  is  on  the  sledge." 

AH  right  !     Let  us  get  back  to  the  hut,  and  leave 
Jchnson  hère  to  watch." 
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Away  they  went,  while  the  old  boatswain  slippcd 
behind  a  hummock,  which  completely  hid  him  fiom  the 
bear,  who  continued  still  in  the  same  place  and  in  the 
same  position. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


THE    SE/'iL    AND    THE    BEAR. 


him 


'■  You  know,  Doctor/'  said  Hatteras,  as  they  rcturncd 
to  thc  hut,  "  thc  polar  bears  subsist  almost  entirely  on 
seals.  They'll  lie  in  wait  for  them  beside  the  crevasses 
for  whole  days,  ready  to  strangle  the^n  the  moment 
their  heads  appear  above.the  surface.  It  is  not  likely, 
then,  that  a  bear  will  be  frightened  of  a  seal." 

"  I  think  I  see  what  you  are  after,  but  it  is 
dangerous." 

"  Yes,  but  there  is  more  chance  of  suocess  than  in 
trying  any  other  plan,  so  I  mean  to  risk  it.  I  am 
going  to  dress  myself  in  the  seal*s  skin,  and  creep  along 
the  ice.  Come,  don't  let  us  losc  time.  Load  the  gun 
and  give  it  me." 

The  Doctor  could  not  say  anything,  for  he  would 
hâve  donc  the  same  himself,  so  he  foUowed  Hatteras 
silently  to  the  sledge,  taking  with  him  a  couple  of 
hatchets  for  his  own  and  Johnson's  use. 

Hatteras  soon  made  his  toilette,  and  slipped  into 
thc  skin,  which  was  big  enough  to  cover  him  almost 
entirely. 
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"  Now,  then,  give  me  the  gun/'  he  said,  "  and  you 
be  oif  to  Johnson.  I  miist  try  and  steal  a  march  on 
my  adversary." 

"  Courage,  Hatteras  !  "  said  the  Doctor,  handing 
him  the  weapon,  which  he  had  carefully  loaded 
meanwhile. 

"  Never  fear  !  but  be  sure  you  don't  show  yourselves 
tiU  T  fire." 

The  Doctor  soon  joined  t'ie  old  boatsvvain  behind 
the  hummock,  and  told  him  vvhat  they  had  been  doing. 
The  bear  was  still  there,  but  moving  restlessly  about,  as 
if  he  felt  the  approach  of  danger. 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  the  seal  made  his 
appearance  on  the  ice.  He  had  gone  a  good  way 
round,  so  as  to  corne  on  the  bear  by  surprise,  and  every 
novement  was  so  perfect  an  imitation  of  a  sea',  that 
even  the  Doctor  would  hâve  been  deceived  if  he  had  not 
known  it  was  Hatteras. 

"  It  is  capital  !  "  said  Johnson,  in  a  low  voice. 

The  bear  had  instantly  caught  sight  of  the  supposed 
seal,  for  he  gathered  himself  up,  preparing  to  make  a 
spring  as  the  animal  came  nearer,  apparently  seeking  to 
return  to  his  native  élément,  and  unaware  of  the 
enemy's  proximity.  Bruin  went  to  work  with  extrême 
prudence,  thoui^h  his  eyes  glared  with  greedy  désire  to 
clutch  the  co'/Cted  prey,  for  he  had  probably  been  fast- 
ing  a  month,  if  not  two.  He  allowed  his  victim  to  get 
within  ten  paces  of  him,  and  then  sprang  forward  with 
a  tremendous  bound,  but  stopped  short,  stupefied  and 
frightened,  withhi  three  steps  of  Hatteras,  w^ho  started 
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up  that  moment,  and,  throwing  ofF  his  disguise,  knelt 
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on  oneknee,  and  aimed  straight  at  the  bear's  heart.    He 
fired,  and  the  huge  monster  rolled  back  on  the  ice. 


The  Seal  and  the  Beai. 


47 


I 


/ 


He 


*'  Forward  !  Forward  !  "  shouted  the  Doctor^  hurry- 
ing  to»^v'ards  Hatteras,  for  the  bear  had  reared  on  his 
hiiid  legs,  ard  was  striking  the  air  with  oiie  paw  and 
tearing  up  the  snow  to  stanch  his  wound  with  the 
other. 

Hatteras  never  moved,  but  waited,  knife  in  hand. 
He  had  aimed  well,  and  fired  with  a  sure  and  steady 
aim.  Before  either  of  his  companions  came  up  he  had 
plunged  the  knife  in  the  animaPs  throat,  and  made  an 
end  of  him,  for  he  fell  down  at  once  to  rise  no  more. 

"  Hurrah  !  Bravo  !  "  shouted  Johnson  and  the 
Doctor,  but  Hatteras  was  as  cool  and  unexcited  as 
possible,  and  stood  with  folded  arms  gazing  at  his 
prostrate  foe. 

It  is  my  tnrn  now,''  said  Johnson. 
It  is  a  good  thing  the  bear  is  killed,  but  if  we 
leave  him  out  hère  much  longer,  he  will  get  as  hard  as  a 
stone,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  do  nothing  with  him/' 

He  began  forthwith  to  strip  the  skin  ofF,  and  a  fine 
business  it  was,  for  the  enormous  quadruped  was  almost 
as  large  as  an  ox.  It  measured  nearly  nine  feet  long, 
and  four  round,  and  the  great  tusks  in  his  jaws  were 
three  inches  long. 

On  cutting  the  carcase  open,  Johnson  found  nothing 
but  water  in  the  stomach.  The  beast  had  evidently  had 
no  food  for  a  long  time,  yet  it  was  very  fat,  and  weighed 
fifteen  hundred  pounds.  The  hunters  were  so  famished 
that  they  had  hardly  patience  to  carry  home  the  flesh  to 
be  cooked,  and  it  needed  ail  the  Doctor's  persuasion  to 
prevent  them  eating  it  raw. 
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On  entering  the  hut,  each  man  with  a  load  on  his 
back,  Clawbonny  was  struck  with  the  coldness  that 
pervaded  the  atmosphère.  On  going  up  to  the  stove  he 
found  the  fire  black  ont.  The  exciting  liusiness  of  the 
morning  had  made  Johnson  neglect  his  accustomed 
duty  of  replenishing  the  stove. 

The  Doctor  tried  to  blow  the  embers  into  a  flame, 
but  finding  he  could  not  even  get  a  red  spark,  he  went 
out  to  the  slèdge  to  fetch  tinder,  and  get  the  steel 
from  Johnson. 

The  old  sailor  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket,  but  was 
surprised  to  find  the  steel  missing.  He  felt  in  the  other 
pockets,  but  it  was  not  there.  Then  he  went  into  the 
hut  again,  and  shook  the  blanket  he  had  slept  in  ail 
night,  but  his  search  was  still  unsuccessful. 

He  went  back  to  his  com panions  and  said — 
Are  you  sure,  Doctor,  you  haven't  the  steel  ?" 
Quite,  Johnson.*' 

"  And  you  haven't  it  either,  captain  ?  '* 

"  Not  I  !  "  replied  Hatteras. 

"  It  has  always  been  in  your  keeping,''  said  the 
Doctor. 

"  Well,  I  hâve  not  got  it  now  !  '*  exclaimed  Johnson, 
turning  pale. 

''  Not  got  the  steel  !  "  repeated  the  Doctor,  shudder- 
ing  involuntarily  at  the  bare  idea  of  its  loss,  for  it  was 
ail  the  means  they  had  of  procuring  a  fire. 
ok  again,  Johnson,''  he  said. 
boatswain  hurried  to  the  only  remaining  place 
think  of,  the  hummock  where  he  had  stood  to 
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watch  the  bear.  But  the  missing  treasure  was  no- 
where  to  be  found^  and  the  old  sailor  returned  in 
despair. 

Hatteras  looked  at  him,  but  no  word  of  reproach 
escaped  his  lips.     He  only  said — 

"  This  is  a  serious  business,  Doctor.'*  [ 
It  is,  indeed  I  '*  said  Clawbonny. 
We  hâve  not  even  an  instrument,  soine  glass  that 
we  might  take  the  lens  out  of,  and  use  like  a  burning 
glass/' 

"  No,  and  it  is  a  great  pity,  for  the  sun's 
rays  are  quite  strong  enough  just  now  to  light  our 
tinder/' 

"  Well,'*  said  Hatteras,  "  we  must  just  appease  our 
hunger  with  the  raw  méat,  and  set  ofF  again  as  soon  as 
we  can,  to  try  to  discover  the  ship." 

"  Yes  !  "  replied  Clawbonny,  speaking  to  himself, 
absorbed  in  his  own  reflections.  "  Yes,  that  might  do 
at  a  pinch  !     Why  not  ?     We  might  try." 

"  What  are  y  ou  dreaming  about  ?  '*  asked  Hatteras. 

"  An  idea  bas  just  occurred  to  me.'' 

"  An  idea  come  into  your  head,  Doctor,"  exclaimed 
Johnson  ;  "  then  we  are  saved  !" 

"  Will  it  succeed  ?  that's  the  question.'* 
What's  your  project?  "  said  Hatteras. 

'We  want  a  lens;  well,  let  us  make  one." 
How  ?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"  With  a  pièce  of  ice." 

"  What  ?     Do  you  think  that  would  d 

"  Why  not  ?     Ali  that  is  needed  is 
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sun's  rays  into  one  commcn  focus,  and  ice  will  serve 
that  purposc  as  well  as  the  fînest  crystal/' 

"  Is  is  possible  ?  "  said  Johnson. 

"  Yes,  only  I  should  like  fresh  water  ice,  it  is  harder 
and  more  transparent  than  the  othcr." 

"  There  it  is  to  your  hand,  if  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken/'  said  Johnson,  poi  iting  to  a  hummock  close  by. 


"  I  fancy  that  is  fresh  v/r.ter,  from  the  da'-k  look   of  it, 
and  the  green  tinge/' 

"  You  are  right.  Bring  your  hatchct,  Johnson/' 
A  good-sized  pieco  was  soon  eut  ofF,  about  a  foot  in 
diameter,  and  the  Doctor  set  to  work.  He  began  by 
choppingj  it  into  rough  shape  wilh  the  hatchet  ;  then  he 
operated  upon  it  more  carefully  with  his  knife,  making 
as  smooth  a  surface  as  possible,  and  nnished  the  polish- 
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ing  process  with  his  fingcrs,  rubbiiig  away  until  hc  had 
obtaincd  as  transparent  a  lens  as  if  it  had  bccn  niade  of 
Hiagnificent  crystal. 

The  Sun  was  shining  brilliantly  cnough  for  the 
Doctor's  experinient.  The  tinder  was  fetched,  and  hcld 
beneath  the  Icns  so  as  to  catch  the  rays  in  full  power. 
In  a  few  seconds  it  took  fire,  to  Johnson's  rapturous 
deHght. 

He  danced  about  Hke  an  idiot,  alniost  beside  himself 
with  joy,  and  shoiited,  ''  Hurrah  !  hurrah  !  ^'  while 
Clawbonny  hurricd  back  into  the  but  and  rckindled  the 
fire.  The  stove  was  soon  roaring,  and  it  was  not  nianv 
minutes  before  the  savoury  odour  of  broiled  bear-steaks 
roused  Bell  froni  his  torpor. 

What  a  feast  this  meal  was  to  the  poor  starving  men 
may  be  imagined.  The  Doctor,  however,  counselled 
modération  in  eating,  and  set  the  example  himself. 

'^  This  is  a  glad  day  for  ns/^  he  said,  *'  and  we  liave 
no  fear  of  wanting  food  ail  the  rest  of  our  journey. 
Still  we  must  not  forget  we  hâve  further  to  go  yet,  and 
I  think  the  sooner  we  start  the  better." 

"  We  cannot  be  far  ofF  now,"  said  Altamont,  who 
could  almost  articulate  perfectly  again  ;  "  we  must  be 
within  forty-eight  hours'  march  of  the  Porpoise.^* 

"  I  hope  we'll  find  something  there  to  make  a  fire 
with/'  said  the  Doctor,  smiling.  ^'My  lens  does  well 
cnough  at  présent  ;  but  it  needs  the  snn,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  days  when  he  does  not  make  his  appearance 
hère,  within  less  than  four  degrecs  of  the  pôle/' 

"  Less   than    I"our   degrees  !  ''    repeated    Altamont, 
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with  a  sigh  ;  "es,  my  ship  weiit  further  than  any 
othcr  luis  ever  vcntiircd." 

"  It  is  time  we  startcd/'  said  Hatteras,  abriiptly. 

"  Ycs/'  rcplicd  tlie  Doctor,  glancing  uneasily  at  tlie 
two  captains. 

The  dogs  were  speedily  harncsscd  to  the  slcdgc,  and 
the  mardi  rcsunicd. 


Il 
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As  they  went  along,  tbc  Doctor  tricd  to  get  out  of 
Altan\t)nt  the.  real  motive  that  hac'  brought  him  so  far 
north.  But  the  American  madc  only  evasive  replies, 
and  Clawbonny  wliispered  in  old  Johnson's  ear — 

"  Two  men  weVe  got  that  need  looking  after/' 

"  You  are  right,"  said  Johnson. 

'^  Hatteras  never  says  a  word  to  thîs  American^  and 
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I  must  say  thc  maii  has  not  shown  hiiiisclf  vcry  gratc- 
ful.     I  am  hcrc,  fortunately." 

"  Mr.  Clawbonny/*  said  Johnson,  "  now  this 
Yankee  has  come  back  to  life  again,  I  niiist  confess  / 
(lon't  much  like  the  expression  of  his  face." 

"  I  am  inueh  mistaken  if  hc  does  not  suspect  the 
projects  of  Hatteras." 

"Do  you  think  his  own  werc  simiiar.'* 

"  Who  knows  ?  Thèse  Anicricans,  Johnson,  are 
bold,  daring  fellows.  It  is  likely  enough  an  American 
would  try  to  do  as  much  as  an  EngHshman." 

"  Then  you  think  that  Altamont " 

"  I  think  nothing  about  it,  but  his  ship  is  certainly 
on  thc  road  to  the  North  l\)le.'* 

"  But  didn't  Altamont  say  that  he  had  been  caught 
among  the  ice,  and  dragged  thcre  irresistibly  ?  " 

"  lie  said  so,  but  I  fancied  there  was  a  pcculiar 
smile  r>.i  his  hps  while  he  spoke." 

"  Hang  it  î  It  would  be  a  bad  job,  Mr.  Clawbonuy, 
if  any  feeling  of  rivalry  came  between  tvvo  mci  of  thcir 
stamp.'* 

'^  Heaven  forfend  !  for  it  might  involve  thc  niost 
serions  conséquences,  Johnson. '^ 

"  I  hope  Altamont  will  remember  he  ovves  his  life 
to  us  ?  '' 

"  But  do  we  not  owe  ours  to  him  now  ?  I  grant, 
without  us,  he  would  not  be  alive  at  this  moment  ;  but 
without  him  and  his  ship,  what  would  become  of  us  ?  " 

*'  Well,  Mr.  Clawbonny,  you  are  hère  to  keep  things 
straight  anyhow,  and  that  is  a  blessing." 


f       1 


54 


The  Seal  and  the  Bear, 


"  I  hopc  I  may  maiiage  it,  Johnson." 

The  journey  proceeded  without  any  fresh  incident, 
but  on  the  Saturday  morning  the  travcllers  found  thcm- 
selvcs  in  a  région  of  quite  an  altercd  character.  Instead 
of  the  widc  smooth  plain  of  ice  that  had  hithcrto 
stretchcd  beforc  thcm,  overturncd  icebergs  and  broken 
humnjocks  covcred  the  horizon  ;  while  the  fréquent 
blocks  of  fresh-water  ice  showed  that  some  coast  was 


near. 


Next  day,  after  a  hearty  break fast  off  the  bear's 
pavvs,  the  little  party  continued  thcir  route;  but  the 
road  became  toilsome  and  fatiguing.  Altamont  lay 
watching  the  horizon  with  feverish  anxiety — an  anxiety 
shared  by  ail  his  companions,  for,  according  to  the  last 
reckoning  made  by  Hatteras,  they  were  now  exactly  in 
latitude  83°  35"  and  longitude  120^  15",  and  the 
question  of  life  or  death  would  bc  decided  before  the 
day  was  over. 

At  last,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Alta- 
mont started  up  with  a  shout  that  arrested  the  whole 
party,  and  pointing  to  a  white  mass  that  no  eye  but  his 
could  hâve  distinguished  from  the  surrounding  icebergs, 
exclaimed  in  a  loud,  ringing  voice,  "  The  Porpoîse.** 


CHAPTER  VI. 


THE    "  PORPOISE/* 


ÎT  was  the  24th  of  March,  and  Palm  Sunday,  a  bright, 
joyous  day  in  many  a  town  and  village  of  the  Old 
World;  but  in  this  desolate  région  what  mournful 
silence  prevailed  !  No  willow  branches  hère  with  their 
silvery  blossom — not  even  a  single  withered  leaf  to  be 
seen — not  a  bladc  of  grass  ! 

Yet  this  was  a  glad  day  to  the  travellers,  for  it  pro- 
mised  them  speedy  deliverance  from  the  death  that  had 
seemed  so  inévitable. 

They  hastened  onward,  the  dogs  put  forth  renewed 
energy,  and  Duk  barked  his  loudest,  tiU,  before  long, 
they  arrived  at  the  ship. 

The  Porpoise  was  completely  buried  under  the  snow. 
Ail  her  masts  and  rigging  h^id  been  destroyed  in  the 
shipwreck,  and  she  was  lying  on  a  bed  of  rocks  so 
entirely  on  her  side  that  her  hull  was  uppermost. 

Tlic/  had  to  knock  away  fifteen  feet  of  ice  before 
they  could  even  catch  a  glimpse  of  her,  and  it  was  not 
without  great  difficulty  that  they  managed  to  get  on 
board,  and  made  the  wel corne  discovery  that  the  pro- 
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vision  stores  had  not  been  visited  by  any  four-footed 
marauders.  It  was  quite  évident,  however,  that  the 
ship  was  not  habitable. 

"  Never  mind  !  "  said  Hatteras,  "  we  must  build  a 
snow-house,  and  make  ourselves  comfortable  on  land." 

"Yes,  but  we  need  not  hurry  over  it/'  said  the 
Doctor  ;  "  let  us  do  it  well  while  we're  about  it,  and 
foi  a  time  we  can  make  shift  on  board  ;  for  we  must 
build  a  good,  substantial  house,  that  vvill  protect  us  froni 
the  bears  as  well  as  the  cold.  Fil  undertake  to  be  the 
architect,  and  you  shall  see  what  a  first-rate  job  Fil 
make  of  it/' 

"  I  don't  doubt  your  talents,  Mr.  Clawbonny," 
ieplied  Johnson;  "but,  meantirae,  let  us  see  about 
taking  up  our  abode  hère,  and  making  an  inventory  of 
the  stores  we  find.  There  does  not  seem  a  boat 
visible  of  any  description,  and  I  fear  thèse  timbers  are 
in  too  bad  a  condition  to  build  a  new  ship  out  of 
them/' 

"  I  don't  know  that,"  returned  Clawbonny,  "  time 
and  thought  do  wonders  ;  but  our  first  business  is  to 
build  a  house,  and  not  a  ship  ;  one  thing  at  a  time,  I 
propose/* 

"  And  quite  right  too,"  said  Hatteras  ;  '*  so  we'll  go 
ashore  again/' 

They  returned  to  the  sledge,  to  communicate  the 
resuit  of  their  investigation  to  Bell  and  Altamont  ;  and 
about  four  in  the  afternoon  the  five  men  installed  them-  ' 
selves  as  well  as  they  could  on  the  wreck.     Bell  had 
managed  to  make  a  tolerably  level  floor  with  planks  and 
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spars;  the  stiffened  cushions  and  hammocks  were 
placed  round  the  stove  to  thaw,  and  were  soon  fit  for 
use.  Altamont.  with  the  Doctor's  assistance,  got  on 
board  without  much  trouble,  and  a  sigh  of  satisfaction 
escaped  him  as  if  he  felt  himself  once  more  at  home — a 
sigh  which  to  Johnson's  car  boded  no  good. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  given  to  repose,  and  they 
vvound  up  with  a  good  supper  off  the  remains  of  the 
bear,  backed  by  a  plentiful  supply  of  biscuit  and  hot  tea. 

It  was  late  next  morning  before  Hatteras  and  his 
companions  woke,  for  their  minds  were  not  burdened 
now  with  any  soHcitudes  about  the  morrow,  and  they 
might  sleep  as  long  as  they  pleased.  The  poor  fellows 
felt  like  colonists  safely  arrived  at  their  destination,  who 
had  forgotten  ail  the  sufferings  of  the  voyage,  and 
thought  only  of  the  new  life  that  lay  before  them. 

"  Well,  it  is  something  at  ail  events,'*  said  the  Doctor, 
rousing  himself  and  stretching  his  arms,  "  for  a  fellow 
not  to  need  to  ask  where  he  is  going  to  find  his  next  bed 
and  breakfast/' 

"  Let  us  see  what  there  is  on  board  before  we  say 
much,^'  said  Johnson. 

The  Porpoise  has  been  thoroughly  equipped  and 
provisioned  for  a  long  voyage,  and,  on  making  an  inven- 
tory  of  what  stores  remained,  they  found  6150  Ibs.  of 
flour,  fat,  and  raisins  ;  2000  Ibs.  of  sait  beef  and  pork  ; 
1500  Ibs.  of  pemmican;  700  Ibs.  of  sugar,  and  the  same 
of  chocolaté  ;  a  chest  and  a  half  of  tea,  weighing  96  Ibs.  ; 
500  Ibs.  of  rice;  several  bar^rels  of  preserved  fruits  and 
vegetables;  a  quantity  of  lime-juice^  with  ail  sorts  of 
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medicines,  and  300  gallons  of  rum  and  brandy.  There 
was  also  a  large  siipply  of  gunpowder,  bail,  and  shot, 
and  coal  and  wood  in  abundance. 

Altogether,  there  was  enough  to  last  those  five 
men  for  more  than  two  years,  and  ail  fear  of  death 
from  starvation  or  cold  was  at  an  end. 

"  Well,  Hatteras,  we're  sure  of  enough  to  live  on 
now/'  said  ihe  Doctor,  "  and  there  is  nothing  to  hinder 
us  reaching  the  Pôle." 

"  The  Pôle  !  '^  echoed  Hatteras. 

"  Yes.,  why  not  ?  Can't  we  push  our  way  overland 
in  the  summer  months  ?  " 

"  We  might  overland  ;  but  how  could  we  cross 
water  ?  '' 

"  Perhaps  we  may  be  able  to  build  a  boat  out  of 
some  of  the  ship's  planks." 

"Out  of  an  American  ship  1  *'  exclaimed  the  cap - 
tain,  contemptuously. 

Clawbonny  was  prudent  enough  to  make  no  reply, 
ard  presently  changed  the  conversation  Dy  saying — 

"  Well,  now  we  hâve  seen  what  we  hâve  to  dépend 
upon,  we  must  begin  our  house  and  store-rooms.  We 
hâve  materials  enough  at  hand  ;  and,  Bell,  I  hope  you 
are  going  to  distinguish  yourself,"  he  added. 

"  I  am  ready,  Mr.  Clawbonny,"  replied  Bell  ;  "and, 
as  for  material,  there  is  enough  for  a  town  hère  with 
houses  and  streets." 

"  We  don't  require  that;  weMl  content  ourselves 
with  imitatilig  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  They 
entrench  themselves  in  fortresses  against  the  Indians 
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and  wild  bcasts.  That*s  ail  we  need — a  house  one 
side  and  stores  the  other,  with  a  wall  and  two  bastions. 
I  must  try  to  make  a  plan/' 

"  Ah  !  Doctor,  if  you  undertake  it,*'  said  Johnson, 
"I  am  sure  you^ll  make  a  good  thing  of  it." 

"  Well,  the  first  part  of  the  business  is  to  go 
and  choosc  the  ground.  Will  you  corne  with  us 
Hatteras  ?" 

"  Fil  trust  ail  that  to  you,  Doctor/'  rcplied  the 
captain.     "  l'm  going  to  look  along  the  coast/' 

Altamont  was  too  feeble  yet  to  takc  part  in  any 
work,  so  he  remained  on  the  ship,  while  the  others 
commenced  to  explore  the  unknown  continent. 

On  examining  the  coast,  they  found  that  the  Porpoise 
WPS  in  a  sort  of  bay  bristling  with  dangerous  rocks,  and 
that  to  the  west,  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  the  sea 
extended,  entirely  frozen  now,  though  if  Belcher  and 
Penny  were  to  be  believed,  open  during  the  suinmer 
mcnths.  Towards  the  north,  a  promontory  stretched 
ont  into  the  sea,  and  about  three  miles  away  was  an 
island  of  moderate  size.  The  roadstead  thus  formed 
would  hâve  afforded  safe  anchorage  to  ships,  but  for  the 
difficulty  of  entering  it.  A  considérable  distance  inland 
there  was  a  solitary  mountain,  about  3000  feet  high,  by 
the  Doctor's  reckoning;  and  half-way  up  the  steep 
rocky  clifi's  that  rose  from  the  shore^  they  noticed  a 
circular  plateau,  open  on  three  sides  to  the  bay  and 
sheltered  on  the  fourth  by  a  précipitons  wall,  12,0  feet 
high. 

This  seemed  to  the  Doctor  the  very  place  for  this 


r  , 


ii  ! 


hi         H 


h    1 


6o' 


The  "Porpoise." 


m 


i  i! 
Il 


house,  from  its  naturally  fortified  situation.  By  cutting; 
steps  in  the  ice,  they  managcd  to  cîimb  up  and  examine 
it  more  closely. 

They  were  soon  convinced  they  could  not  hâve   a 
better  foundation,  and  resolved  to  commence  opérations 


forthwith,  by  removing  the  hard  snow  more  than  tcn 
feet  deep,  which  covered  the  ground,  as  both  dwclling 
and  storehouses  must  hâve  a  solid  foundation. 

This    preparatory    work    occupied    the    whole    of 
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Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  At  last  they 
came  to  hard  granité  close  in  grain,  and  containing 
garnets  and  felspar  crystals,  which  flew  out  with  every 
stroke  of  the  pickaxe. 

The  dimensions  and  plan  of  the  snow-house  were 
then  settlcd  by  the  Doctor.  It  was  to  be  divided  into 
threc  rooms,  as  ail  they  needed  was  a  bed-room,  sit- 
tiinz-room  and  kitchcn.     The  sitting-room  was  to   bc 
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in  the  middle,  the  kitchen  to  the  left,  and  the  bed-room 
to  the  rio;ht. 

For  live  days  they  toiled  unremittingly.  Therc  was 
plcnty  of  material,  and  the  walls  required  to  be  thick 
enough  to  resist  summer  thaws.  Already  the  house 
began  to  présent  an  imposing  appearance.  There  were 
four  Windows  in  front,  made  of  splendid  sheets  of  ice, 
in  Esquimaux  fashion,  through  which  the  light  came 
softiy  in  as  if  through  frosted  glass. 

Outsid>;  thcre  was  a  'ong  covered  passage  betwecn 
the  two   Windows   of  the  sitting-rojm.     This  was  the 
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cntrance  hall,  and  it  was  shut  in  by  a  strong  door  takcn 
from  the  cabin  of  the  Porpoise.  1  hc  Doctor  was  highly 
delighted  with  his  performance  whcn  ail  was  finishcd, 
for  though  it  would  hâve  been  difficult  to  say  to  what 
style  of  architectur'.  i:  belonged,  it  was  strontj,  and  thaï 
was  the  ch\k    fhi;  g. 

The  nert  businc^^s  was  to  niove  in  ail  the  furniture 
of  tha  Po/poist.  l'h.  ^'ds  were  brought  first  and  laid 
down  round  the  large  stove  in  the  sleeping  rooni  ;  then 
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came  chairs,  tables,  arm-chairs,  cupboards,  and  benches 
for  the  sitting-room,  and  finally  the  ship  furnaces  and 
cooking  utensils  for  the  kitchen.  Sails  spread  on  the 
ground  did  duty  for  carpets,  and  also  served  for  inner 
doors. 

The  walls  of  the  house  were  over  five  feet  thick,  and 
the  Windows  resembled  port-holes  for  cannon.  Every 
part  was  as  solid  as  possible,  and  what  more  was 
wanted  ?  Yet  if  the  Doctor  could  hâve  had  his  way, 
he  would  hâve  made  ail  manner  of  ornamental  additions, 
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in  humble  im'tati'Mi  of  the  ^ce  Palace  built  in  St.  Peters- 
hurgh  ni  Jmuary,  1740,  of  vvhich  hc  had  read  an 
accouni.  Hc  amused  his  Lompanions  after  work  in  the 
c  Liiing  by  dcscribi'.g  its  grandeur,  the  cannons  in 
front,  ai  d  r  atues  of  exquisite  beauty,  and  the  vvondcr- 
ful  éléphant  that  spouted  water  eut  of  his  trunk  by  day 
and  flaming  naphtha  by  night — ail  eut  out  of  icc.  He 
also  dcpictcd  the  interior,  with  tables,  and  toilette  'ables, 
mirrors,  candelabra,  tapers,  beds,  niattresscs,  \  \\<  s, 
curtains,  time-pieces,  chairs,  playing-cards,  WH;''roi.ieï), 
conipletely  fitted  up — in  fact,  everything  in  i.ic  \'  iv  of 
furniture  that  could  be  nientioned,  and  'he  whole 
entirely  composed  of  ice. 

It  was  on  Easter  Sunday,  the  3ist  of  Mardi,  vvhen 
the  travellers  installed  themselves  in  thcir  iiew  abode,  and 
after  holding  divine  service  in  the  sitting-room,  they  de- 
voted  the  remainder  of  the  day  to  rest. 

Next  morning  they  set  about  building  the  store- 
houses  and  powder  magazine.  This  took  a  whole  week 
longer,  including  the  time  spent  in  unloading  the 
vessel,  which  was  a  task  of  considérable  difficulty,  as  the 
température  was  so  low,  that  they  could  not  work  for 
many  hours  at  a  time.  At  length  on  the  8th  of  April, 
provisions,  fuel,  and  ammunition  were  ail  safe  on  terra 
firmaj  and  deposited  in  thc'r  respective  places.  A  sort 
of  kennel  was  constructed  a  little  distance  from  the 
house  for  the  Greenland  dogs,  which  the  Doctor  digni- 
fîed  by  the  name  of  "  Dog  Palace."  Duk  shared  his 
master's  quarters. 

Ail  that  iiow  remained  to   be  donc  was  to  put  a 
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parapet  right  round  the  plateau  by  wcy  of  fortification. 


By  the  i5th  this  was  also  completedj  and  thc  snow-house 


lii 


iiSi 


The  "Pnrpahe." 


«.'! 


inight  bid  dclKiiice  to  a  whole  tribe  of  Ksqiiimaux,  or 
any  other  hostile  invaders,  if  indeed  any  human  beings 
whatcver  wcrc  to  bc  found  on  this  unknown  continent, 
for  Flatteras,  vvho  had  minutcly  exaniined  the  bay  and 
the  surrounding  coast,  had  not  been  al)lc  to  discovcr  the 
Icast  vestiges  of  the  buts  thatare  generally  met  with  on 
shores  frequented  by  Greenland  tribes.  The  ship- 
wrecked  sailors  of  the  PorpoUe  and  Forivard  seemec' 
to  be  the  first  whose  fect  had  evcr  trod  this  lone 
région. 
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While  ail  thcse  préparations  for  wintcr  were  going  on, 
Altamont  was  fast  regaining  strcngtli.  Mis  vigorous 
constitution  triumphed,  and  he  was  cvcn  ablc  to  Icnd 
a  hclping  hand  in  tlic  unlading  of  thc  ship.  Hc  was  a 
truc  type  of  thc  American,  a  shrewd,  intelligent  man, 
full  of  encrgy  and  resolution  ;  enterprising,  bold,  and 
rcady  for  anything.  Hc  was  a  native  of  New  York,  lie 
informcd  his  companions,  and  had  been  a  sailor  from 
his  boyhood. 

Thc  Porpoise  had  been  cquîpped  and  sent  out 
by  a  Company  of  wealthy  merchants  bclonging  to 
thc  States,  at  thc  head  of  which  was  thc  famous 
Grinnell. 

There  werc  many  points  of  rcsemblance  betwecii 
Altamont  and  Hatteras,  but  no  affinities.  Indced,  any 
similarity  that  there  was  between  th'>ni,  tended  rather  to 
create  discord  than  to  make  thc  men  friends.  With  a 
greater  show  of  frankness,  he  was  in  rcality  far  more 
deep  and  crafty  than  Hatteras.  Hc  \vas  more  free  and 
easy,  but  not  so  true-hearted,  and  somehow  his  apparent 
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upcntiess  did  not  inspire  such  confidence  as  the  Englibh- 
man's  glooiny  reserve. 

The  Doctor  was  in  constant  dread  of  a  collision 
between  the  rival  captains,  and  yet  one  nnist  comniand 
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inevitably, ..  rid  which  should  it  be  !  Hatteras  had  the 
men,  but  AI*  imont  had  the  ship,  and  it  was  hard  to 
say  whose  was  the  better  right. 

It  required  ail  the  Doctor's  tact  to  kecp  vhings 
smooth,  for  the  simplest  conversation  threateneJ  to 
lead  to  strife. 

At  last,  in  spite  of  ail  his  endeavours,  an  outbreak 
occurred  on  the  occasion  of  a  grand  banquet  by  way  of 
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This  banquet  was  Dr.  Clawbonny's  idea.  He  was 
head-cook,  and  distinguished  himself  by  thc  concoction 
of  a  wonderful  pudding,  which  would  positively  hâve 
donc  no  dishonour  to  the  cuisine  of  the  Lord  Chanccllor 
of  England. 

Bell  niost  opportunely  chanced  to  shoot  a  whitj  hare 
and  several  ptarmigans,  which  made  an  agreeable  variety 
froni  the  pemmican  and  sait  méat. 

Clawbonny  was  master  of  the  cérémonies,  and 
brought  in  his  pudding,  adorning  himself  with  the 
insignia  of  his  office — a  big  apron,  and  a  knife  dangling 
at  his  belt. 

As  Altamont  did  not  conform  to  the  teetotal  régime 
of  his  English  companions,  gin  and  brandy  were  set  on 
the  table  after  dinner,  and  the  others,  by  the  Doctor*s 
orders,  joined  him  in  a  glass  for  once,  that  the 
festive  occasion  might  be  duly  honoured.  When 
the  differcut  toasts  were  being  drunk,  one  was  given 
to  the  United  States,  to  which  Hatteras  made  no 
response. 

This  important  business  over,  the  Doctor  introduced 
an  interesting  subject  of  conversation  by  saying — 

"  My  friends,  it  is  not  enough  to  hâve  come  thus 
far  in  spite  of  so  many  difficulties  ;  we  hâve  something 
more  yet  to  do.  I  propose  we  should  bestow  a  name 
on  this  continent,  where  we  hâve  found  friendly  shelter 
and  rest,  and  not  cnly  on  the  continent,  but  on  the 
several   bays,  peaks,  and  promontories  that  we  meet 
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with.  This  has  becn  invariably  clone  by  navigators, 
and  is  a  most  nccessary  procecding." 

"  Quite  right,"  said  Johnson;  "whcn  once  a  place 
is  named,  it  takes  c.way  the  feeling  of  bcing  castaways 
on  an  unknown  shore." 

"Yes,"  added   Bell,  '^and  we  miirlit   be  fifoinir  f>ii 
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some  expédition  and  obliged  to  separate,  or  go  ont 
hunting,  and  it  would  make  it  niuch  casier  to  find  one 
another  if  each  locality  had  a  definite  name/^ 

"Very  ^»'ell,  then/'  said  the  Doctor  j  "since  we  are 
ail  agreed,  iet  us  go  steadily  to  work." 

lîatteras  had  taken  no  part  in  the  conversation  as 
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yot,  but  seeing  ail  eyes  fixed  on  him,  he  rose  at  last, 
ap  \  said — 

"  If  no  one  objects,  I  think  the  most  suitablc  name 
\vc  can  give  our  house  is  that  of  its  skilful  architect,  the 
best  rnan  among  us.     Let  us  call  it  'Doctor's  House/'* 

"  Just  the  thing  !  ''  said  Bell. 

"  First  rate  !  "  exclaimed  Johnson,  "  '  Doctor's 
House  !*  '' 

"  We  cannot  do  better/*  chimed  in  Altamont. 
'^  Hurrah  for  Doctor  Clawbonny." 

Three  hearty  cheers  were  given,  in  which  Duk  joined 
lustily,  barking  his  loudest. 

"  It  is  agreed  then/*  said  Hatteras,  "that  this  house 
is  to  be  called  '  Doctor's  House.'  " 

The  Doctor,  almost  overcome  by  his  feeîings, 
modestly  protested  against  the  honour  ;  but  he  vvas 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  and 
the  new  habitation  was  formallv  named  "  Doctor's 
House." 

"  Now,  then/'  said  the  Doctor,  "  let  us  go  on  to 
name  the  most  important  of  our  discoveries.'* 

'•'There  is  that  immense  sea  which  surrounds  us, 
unfurrowed  as  yet  by  a  single  ship.*' 

"  A  single  ship  !  "  repeated  Altamont.  "  I  think 
you  hâve  forgotten  the  Porpoise,  and  yet  she  certainly 
did  not  get  hère  overland," 

"  Well,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  believe  she 
had,"  replied  Hatteras,  "to  see  on  what  she  lies  at 
présent." 

"True,   enough,    Hatteras,"   said    Altamont,  in   a 
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piqued  tone;   ''but,  aftcr  ail,  is  not  that  better  than 
being  blovvn  to  atoms  like  the  Forward  ?  " 

Hatteras  was  about  to  make  some  sharp  retort,  but 
Clawbonny  interposed. 

"  It  is  not  a  question  of  ships,  my  friends,"  he  said, 
"  but  of  a  fresh  sea.'^ 

"  It  is  no  new  sea,"  returned  Altamont  ;  "  it  is  in 
every  Polar  chart,  and  bas  a  name  already.  It  is  called 
the  Arctic  Océan,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very  incon- 
vénient to  alter  its  désignation.  Should  we  find  out  by 
and  by,  that,  instead  of  being  an  océan  it  is  only  a 
strait  or  giilf,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  alter  it  then.'* 

"  So  be  it,''  said  Hatteras. 

''  Very  well,  that  is  an  understood  thing,  then,'* 
said  the  Doctor,  almost  regretting  that  he  had  started 
a  discussion  so  pregnant  with  national  rival  ries. 

"  Let  us  proceed  with  the  continent  where  we  find 
ourselves  at  présent,"  resumed  Hatteras.  ''I  am  not 
aware  that  any  name  whatever  has  been  affixed  to  it, 
even  in  the  most  récent  charts.'' 

He  looked  at  Altamont  as  he  spoke,  who  met  his 
gaze  steadily,  and  said — 

"  Possibly  you  may  be  mistaken  again,  Hatteras.'' 

"  Mistaken  !  What  !  This  unknown  continent,  this 
virgin  soil " 

"  Has  already  a  name,"  replied  Altamont,  coolly. 

Hatteras  was  silent,  but  his  lip  quivered. 

"  And  what  name  has  it,  then  ?"  asked  the  Doctor, 
rather  astonished  at  Altamont's  affirmation. 

'^  My  dear  Clawbonny,"  replied  the  American,  "  it 
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is  the  custoiii,  not  to  say  thc  riglit,  oC  evcry  navigator 
to  christcn  the  soil  on  which  hc  is  the  first  to  set  foot. 
It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is  my  privilège  and 
duty  on  this  occasion  to  exercise  my  prérogative, 
and— 
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"  But,  sir/^  interrupted  Johnson,  rather  ncttled  at 
his  sang  froid. 

'^  It  woiiid  h^  a  difficult  matter  to  prove  that  the 
Porpoise  did  not  corne  hère,  even  supposing  she  reached 
this  coast  by  land,"  continued  Altamont,  without 
noticing  Johnson's  protest.  "Thc  foct  is  indisput- 
able,"  he  added  looking  at  I  latteras. 

"  I  dispute  the  claim/^  said  the  EngHshman,  re- 
straining  himself  by  a  powerful  effort.  "To  name  a 
country,  you  must  first  discover  it,  I  suppose,  and  that 
you  certainly  did  not  do.  Besides,  but  for  us,  where 
would  you  hâve  been,  sir,  at  this  moment,  pray  ? 
Lying  twenty  feet  deep  under  the  snow/' 

"And  without  me,  sir,^'  retorted  Altamont,  hotly, 
"  without  me  and  my  ship,  where  would  you  ail  be  at 
this  moment  ?     Dead,  from  cold  and  hunger.^' 

"  Come,  corne,  friends,''  said  the  Doctor,  "  don't 
get  to  words;  ali  that  can  be  easily  settled.  Listen 
to  me.^' 

"  Mr.  Hatteras,"  said  Altamont,  "  is  welcome  to 
liane  vviip'^^ver  territories  he  may  discover,  should  he 
SMcceet^  ûi  discovering  .  ny;  but  this  continent  belongs 
^u  iT"^..  i  sliof  Id  not  even  consent  to  its  having  two 
nàiaes  kke  GrinnelT  ;  Land,  which  is  also  called  Prince 
Alb;  «t's  .Li^iiid;,  bp.cause  it  was  discovered  almost  simul- 
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"I  dispute  the  daim,'  aaid  the  Englishman,  reetxainiug  hiinself  bj  :;  powerful 
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taneouslyby  an  Englishnian  and  an  American.  Tliis  is 
quite  another  matter  ;  my  right  of  priority  is  incon- 
testable. No  ship  before  mine  ever  touchcd  this  sliorc  ; 
no  foot  before  mine  ever  trod  this  soil.  I  bave  given  it 
a  name,  and  that  namc  it  shall  keep.'' 

"  And  what  is  that  name  ?  "  inquired  the  Doctor. 

"  New  America/'  replicd  Altamont. 

Hatteras  trembled  with  suppressed  passion,  but  by 
a  violent  effort  restrained  himself. 

"  Can  you  prove  to  me/'  said  Altamont,  "  that  an 
Englishman  has  set  foot  hère  before  an  American  ?  " 

Johnson  and  Bell  said  nothing,  though  quite  as 
much  offended  as  the  captain  by  Altamcut's  imperious 
tone.     They  felt  that  reply  was  impossirj't. 

For  a  few  minutes  thcre  was  an  avvkward  silence, 
which  the  Doctor  broke  by  saying — 

''My  friends,  the  highest  human  law  is  justice.  It 
includes  ail  others.  Let  us  be  just,  then,  and  don't  let 
any  bad  feeling  get  in  among  us.  The  priority  of 
Altamont  seems  to  me  indisputable.  We  will  take 
our  revenge  by  and  by,  and  England  will  get  her  full 
share  in  our  future  discoveries.  Let  the  name  New 
America  stand  for  the  continent  itself,  but  I  supp.>»se 
Altamont  has  not  yet  disposed  of  ail  the  bays,  nnâ 
capes,  and  headlands  it  contains,  and  I  imagine  there 
will  be  nothing  to  prevent  us  calling  this  bay  Victoria 
Bay?" 

"  Nothing  whatever,  providcd  that  yonder  cape  is 
called  Cape  Washington,"  replied  Altamont. 

"  You  might  choose  a  name,  sir,"  exclaimed  Hatte- 
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ras,  alniost  beside  himsclf  with   passion,  "  that  is  less 
offensive  to  an  Englishman/*' 

"But  not  onc  which  sounds  so  svveet  to  an 
American,"  retortcd  Altamont,  proudly. 

"  Corne,  come,^'  said  the  Doctor,  "  no  discussion 
on  that  subjcct.  An  American  bas  a  perfect  rigbt  to 
be  proud  of  bis  great  countryman  !  Let  us  honour 
genius  wherever  it  is  met  vvitb  ;  and  sinee  Altamont  bas 
made  bis  cboice,  let  us  take  our  turn  next  ;  let  the 
captain " 

^' Doctor  !"  interrupted  Hatteras,  "I  bave  no  wisb 
tbat  my  namc  sbould  figure  anywbere  on  tbis  continent, 
seeing  tbat  it  belongs  to  America." 

"  Is  tbis  your  unalterable  détermination?"  asked 
Clawbonny. 

"Itis." 

Tbc  Doctor  did  not  insist  furtber. 

"Very  well,  we'll  bave  it  to  ourselves  tben,"  be  con- 
tinued,  turning  to  Johnson  and  Bell.  "We'll  leave 
our  traces  bchind  us.  I  propose  tbat  the  island  we  see 
out  there,  about  three  miles  away  from  tbe  shore, 
sbould  be  called  Isle  Johnson,  in  honour  of  our  boat- 
swain." 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Clawbonny,"  began  Johnson,  in  no  little 
confusion. 

"  And  that  mountain  that  we  discovered  in  the  west 
we  will  call  Bell  Mount,  if  our  carpenter  is  willing." 
It  is  doing  me  too  much  honour,"  replied  Bell. 
It  is  simple  justice,"  returned  the  Doctor. 

"  Notbing  could  be  better,"  said  Altamont. 
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"  Now  then,  ail  we  hâve  to  do  is  to  christeii  oui- 
fort/'  said  the  Doctor,  "  about  that  there  will  he  no 
discussion,  l  hopc,  for  it  is  ncithcr  to  our  gracions 
sovcreign  yuecn  Victoria,  nor  to  Washington,  that 
we  owc  our  safcty  and  shcUcr  herc,  but  to  God,  who 
brought  about  our  meeting,  and  by  so  doing  savcd  us 
ail.     Let  our  little  fort  be  callcd  Fort  Providence/' 

"  Your  remarks  are  just,"  said  Altaniont;  "no 
name  could  be  moiv  suitable." 

'^Fort  IVovidence»"  added  Johnson,  "sounds  well 
too.  In  our  futuiv  excursions,  then,  we  shall  go  by 
Cape  Washington  to  Victoria  Bay,  and  from  thcnce 
to  Fort  IVovidence,  where  we  shall  find  food  and  rest 
at  Doctor's  Tlouse  !  " 

"  Thv  business  is  settled  then  so  far,"  resumed  the 
Doctor.  "  As  our  discoveries  multiply  we  shall  hâve 
otHer  names  to  give  ;  but  I  trust,  friends,  we  shall  hâve 
no  disputes  about  them,  for  placed  as  we  are,  we  need 
ail  the  help  and  love  we  can  give  each  other.  Let  us 
ibe  strong  by  being  united.  Who  knovvs  what  dangers 
yet  we  may  hâve  to  brave,  a.vA  whrit  sufferings  to  endure 
before  we  see  our  native  land  once  more.  Let  us  be 
one  in  heart  though  five  in  number,  and  let  us  lay 
aside  ail  feelings  of  rivalry.  Such  feelings  are  bad 
enough  at  aU  times,  but  among  us  thcy  would  be 
doubly  wrong.  You  understand  me,  Altamont,  and 
y  ou,  Hatteras?'* 

Neither  of  the  captains  replied,  but  the  Doctor  took 
no  notice  of  their  silence,  and  went  on  to  speak  of 
other   things.      Sundry   expéditions    were   planned   to 
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forage  for  frcsh  food.  It  would  soon  be  spring,  and 
hares  and  partridges,  foxcs  and  bears  would  rc-appear. 
So  it  was  detcrmincd  that  pari  of  every  day  should  be 
spent  in  hunting  and  exploring  this  unknovvn  continent 
of  New  America. 
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"Glambering  up  the  r>teep,  rocky  wall,  he  succ?eded,  though  with  considérable 
difilculty,  ir  reacbing  tbe  top." — P.  77. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


AN    EXCURSION    TO    THE    NORTH    OF    VICTORIA    BAY. 


Me 


Next  morning  Clavvbonny  was  out  by  dawn  of  day. 
Clambering  up  the  steep,  rocky  wall,  against  vvhich  the 
Doctor's  House  leaned,  hc  succeeded,  though  with  con- 
sidérable difficulty,  in  reachnig  the  top,  vvhich  he  fourd 
terminated  abruptly  in  a  sort  of  truncated  cône.  From 
this  élévation  there  was  an  cxtensive  view  over  a  vast 
tract  of  country,  which  was  ail  disordered  and  convulsed 
as  if  ît  had  undergone  some  volcanic  commotion.  Sea 
and  land,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  distinguish  one 
from  the  other,  were  covered  with  a  sheet  of  ice. 

A  new  project  struck  the  Doctor's  mind,  which  was 
soon  matured  and  ripe  for  exécution.  He  lost  no  time 
in  going  back  to  the  snow  house,  and  consulting  over 
it  with  his  companions. 

"I  hâve  got  an  idea/'  he  said;  ''I  think  of  con- 
structing  a  lighthouse  on  the  top  of  that  cône  above 
our  heads." 

"  A  lighthouse  !  ''  they  ail  exclaimed. 

"  Ycs,  a  lighthouse.  It  would  be  a  double  advan- 
tage.      It  would   be  a  beacon  to  guide  us  in  distant 
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excursions^  and  aiso  serve  to  illumine  our  plateau  in 
the  long  dreary  winter  months/^ 

"There  is  no  doubt/'  replied  Altamont,  "  of  its 
utility  ;  but  how  would  you  contrive  to  make  it  ?  " 

'^  With  one  of  the  lanterns  out  of  the  Porpoise." 

"  Ail  right  ;  but  how  will  you  feed  your  lamp  ? 
With  seal  oil  ?  " 

"  No,  seal  oil  would  not  give  nearly  sufficient  light. 
It  would  scarcely  be  visible  through  the  fog." 

"Are  you  going  to  try  to  make  gas  out  of  our 
coal  then  ?  " 

"  No,  not  that  either,  for  gas  would  not  be  strong 
enough;  and,  worse  still,  it  would  waste  our  com- 
bustibles.*' 

"  Well,"  replied  Altamont  ;  "  Vm  at  a  loss  to  see 
how  you " 

"  Oh,  l'm  prepared  for  everything  after  the  mercury 
bullet,  and  the  ice  lens,  and  Fort  Providence.  I  believe 
Mr.  Clawbonny  can  do  anything,''  exclaimed  Johnson, 

"  Corne,  Clawbonny,  tell  us  what  your  light  is  to 
be,  then,"  said  Altamont. 

"  That's  soon  told,'*  replied  Clawbonny.     "  I  mean 
to  bave  an  electric  light.'' 
An  electric  light  ?" 

Yes,  why  not  ?     Haven't  you  a  galvanic  battery 
on  board  your  ship  ?  " 

"  Yes." 

"  Well,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  then  in  producing 
an  electric  light,  and  that  will  cost  nothing,  and  be  far 
brighter." 
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First-rate  ?  "  said  Johnson  ;  "  let  us  set  to  work 
at  once." 

"  By  ail  means.  There  is  plenty  of  material.  In 
an  hour  we  can  raise  a  pillar  of  ice  ten  feet  high,  and 
that  is  quite  enough." 

Away  went  the  Doctor,  followed  by  his  companions, 
and  the  column  was  soon  erected  and  crowned  with  a 
ship  lantern.  The  conducting  wires  were  properly 
adjusted  within  it,  and  the  pile  with  which  they  com- 
municated  fixed  up  in  the  sitting-room,  where  the 
warmth  of  the  stove  would  protect  it  from  the  action 
of  the  frost. 

As  soon  as  it  grew  dark  the  experiment  was  made, 
and  proved  a  complète  success.  An  intense  brilliant 
light  streamed  from  the  lantern  and  illumined  the  entire 
plateau  and  the  plains  beneath. 

Johnson  could  not  help  clapping  his  hands,  half 
beside  himself  with  delight. 

"  Well,  I  déclare,  Mr.  Clawbonny/'  he  exclaimed, 
"you're  our  sun  now." 

"  One  must  be  a  little  of  everything,  you  know/' 
was  Clawbonny's  modest  reply. 

It  was  too  cold,  however,  even  to  stand  admiring 
more  than  a  minute,  and  the  whole  party  were  glad 
enough  to  get  indoors  again,  and  tuck  themselves  up 
in  their  warm  blankets. 

A  regular  course  of  life  commenced  now,  though 
the  uncertain  weather  and  fréquent  changes  of  tem- 
pérature made  it  sometimes  impracticable  to  venture 
outside  the  hut  at  ail,  and  it  was  not  till  the  Saturday 
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aftcr  the  installation,  that  a  day  came  that  was  favour- 
able  cnough  for  a  hunting  excursion  ;  when  Bell,  and 
Altamont,  and  the  Doctor  determined  to  take  advantage 
of  it,  and  try  to  replenish  their  stock  of  provisions. 

They  startcd  very  carly  in  the  moming,  each  armed 
with  a  double-barrelled  gun  and  plenty  of  powder  and 
shot,  a  hatchet,  and  a  snow  knifc. 

The  weather  was  cloudy,  but  Clawbonny  put  the 
galvanic  battery  in  action  before  he  left,  and  the  bright 
rays  of  the  electric  light  did  duty  for  the  glorious  orb  of 


day,  and  in  truth  was  no  bad  substitute,  for  the  light 
was  equal  to  three  thousand  candies,  or  three  hundred 
gas  bumers. 

It  was  intensely  cold,  but  dry,  and  there  was  Httle 
or  no  wind.  The  hunters  set  off  in  the  direction  of 
Cape  Washington,  and  the  hard  snow  so  favoured  their 
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march,  that  in  thrce  hours  thcy  had  gonc  fiftcen  miles, 
Duk  jumping  and  barking  bcside  thcm  ail  the  vvay. 
They  kept  as  close  to  the  coast  as  possible,  but  found 
no  trace  of  human  habitation,  and  indeed  scarcely  a 
sign  of  animal  life.  A  few  snow  birds,  however,  dart- 
ing  to  and  fro  announced  the  approach  of  spring  and 
the  return  of  the  animal  création.  The  sea  was  still 
entirely  frozen  over,  but  it  was  évident  from  the  open 
breathing  holes  in  the  ice,  that  the  seals  had  been  quitc 
recently  on  the  surface.  In  one  part  the  holes  were 
so  numerous,  that  the  Doctor  said  to  his  companions 
that  he  had  no  doubt  that  when  summer  came,  they 
vvould  be  seen  there  in  hundreds,  and  would  be  easily 
captured,  for  on  unfrequented  shores  they  were  not  so 
difficult  of  approach.  But  once  frighten  them  and  they 
ail  vanish  as  if  by  enchantment,  and  never  return  to  the 
spot  again.  "  Inexperienced  hunters,"  he  said,  "  hâve 
often  lost  a  whole  shoal  by  attacking  them,  en  masse, 
with  noisy  shouts  instead  of  singly  and  silently." 

"  Is  it  for  the  oil  or  skin  that  they  are  mostly 
hunted  ?  " 

"Europeans  hunt  them  for  the  skin,  but  the 
Esquimaux  eat  them.  They  live  on  seals,  and  nothing 
is  so  delicious  to  them  as  a  pièce  of  the  flesh,  dipped  in 
the  blood  and  oil.  After  ail,  cooking  has  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  it,  and  Pli  bet  you  something  I  could  dress  you 
cutlets  you  would  not  turn  up  your  nose  at,  unless  for 
their  black  appearance.^' 

"  We'll  set  you  to  work  on  it"  said  Bell,  "and  PII 
eat  as  much  as  you  like  to  please  you." 
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"  My  good  Bell,  you  mcan  to  say  to  please  your- 
self;  but  your  voracity  would  ncvcr  cqual  the  Green- 
landers',  for  they  devour  from  tcn  to  fifteen  pounds  of 
méat  a  day." 

"  Fifteen  pounds  1  *'  said  Bell.    "  What  stomachs!" 

"  Arctic  stomachs/'  replied  the  Doctor,  "  are  pro- 
digious;  they  can  expand  at  will,  and,  I  may  add,  con- 
tract  at  will  ;  so  that  they  can  endure  starvation  quite 
as  well  as  abundance.  When  an  Esquimaux  sits  down 
to  dinner  he  is  quite  thin,  and  by  the  time  he  bas 
finished,  he  is  so  corpulent  you  would  hardly  recognize 
him.  But  then  we  must  remembc.  that  one  meal 
somctimes  bas  to  last  a  whole  day/* 

"  This  voracity  must  be  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants 
of  cold  countries,"  said  Altamont. 

"  I  think  it  is/'  replied  the  Doctor.  "  In  the  Arctic 
régions  people  must  eat  enormously  :  it  is  not  only  one 
of  the  conditions  of  strength,  but  of  existence.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  always  reckoned  on  this 
account  8  Ibs.  of  méat  to  each  man  a  day,  or  12  Ibs.  of 
fish,  or  2  Ibs.  of  pemmican." 

"  Invigorating  regimen,  certainly  !  *'  said  Bell. 

"Not  so  much  as  you  imagine,  my  friend.  An 
Indian  who  guzzles  like  that  can't  do  a  whit  better 
day's  work  than  an  Englishman,  who  bas  bis  pound  of 
beef  and  pint  of  béer." 

"  Things  are  best  as  they  are,  then,  Mr.  Claw- 
bonny." 

"  No  doubt  of  it  ;  and  yet  an  Esquimaux  meal  may 
well  astonish   us.     In   Sir  John   Ross's  narrative,  he 
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States  his  surprise  at  the  appetitcs  of  his  guides.  He 
tells  us  that  two  of  thcm — just  two  mind — devoured  a 
quarter  of  a  buffalo  in  one  niorning.  Thcy  eut  the 
méat  in  long  narrow  strips,  and  the  mode  of  cating  vvas 
either  for  the  one  to  bite  ofT  as  much  as  his  mouth 
could  hold,  and  then  pass  it  on  to  the  other,  or  to  leave 
the  long  ribbons  of  méat  dangling  from  the  mouth,  and 
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devour   them  gradually  like  boa-constrictors,  lying  at 
full  length  on  the  ground." 

"Faugh!"     exclaimed     Bell,     "what     disgusting 

brutes  !  '* 

"  Every  man  has  his  own  fashion  of  dining,"  re- 
marked  the  philosophical  American. 

"  Happily,"  said  the  Doctor. 

"  Well,  if  eating  is  such  an  imperative  necessity  in 
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thcsc  latitudes,  it  qiiitc  accounts  for  ail  thc  journals  of 
Arctic  travcUcrs  bcing  so  full  of  cating  and  drinking." 

**  You  arc  right/'  rcturncd  thc  Doctor.  "  I  havc 
bccn  struck  by  the  samc  fact  ;  but  I  think  it  ariscs 
not  only  from  thc  nccessity  of  full  diet,  but  from  the 
cxtrcme  difficulty  somctimes  in  procuring  it.  The 
thought  of  food  is  always  uppermost  in  the  mind, 
and  naturally  finds  mention  in  the  narrative." 

"  And  yet,"  said  Altamont,  "  if  my  memory  serves 
me  right,  in  the  coldest  parts  of  Norway  the  peasants 
do  not  seem  to  necd  such  substantial  fare.  Milk  diet 
is  their  staple  food,  with  cggs,  and  bread  made  of  the 
bark  of  the  birch-tree  ;  a  littlc  salmon  occasionally, 
but  never  méat  ;  and  still  they  are  fine  hardy  fellows." 

"  It  is  an  affair  of  organization  out  of  my  power 
to  explain,"  replied  Clawbonny  ;  "  but  I  hâve  no  doubt 
that  if  thèse  same  Norwegians  were  transplanted  to 
Greenland,  they  would  learn  to  cat  like  the  Esquimaux 
by  the  second  or  thlrd  génération.  Even  iif  we  our- 
selves  were  to  remain  in  this  blessed  country  lonq:, 
we  should  be  as  bad  as  the  Esquimaux,  even  if  we 
escaped  becoming  regular  gluttons." 

"I  déclare,  Mr.  Clawbonny,  you  make  me  feel 
hungry  with  talking  so  much  about  eating,*'  exclaimed 
Bell. 

"  Not  I  !  "  said  Altamont.  "  It  rather  sickens  me, 
and  makes  me  lothe  the  sight  of  a  seal.  But,  stop,  I 
do  believe  we  are  going  to  hâve  the  chance  of  a  dinner 
ofFone,  for  I  am  much  mistaken  if  that's  not  some- 
thing  alive  lying  on  those  lumps  of  ice  yonder  !  " 
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"  It  is  a  walrus  !  "  exclaimed  the  Docf.or.  "  Be 
quiet,  and  Ict  us  get  up  to  him." 

Clawbonny  vvas  right  ;  it  was  a  walrus  of  hugc 
dimensions,  disporting  himsclf  not  more  than  two 
hundred  yards  away.  The  hunters  separated,  going  in 
différent  directions,  so  as  to  surround  the  animal  and 
eut  off  ail  retrcat.     They  crept  along  cautiously  behind 


the  hummocks,  and  managed  to  get  within  a  few  paces 
of  him  unperceived,  when  they  fired  simultaneously. 

The  walrus  rolled  over,  but  speedily  got  up  again, 
and  tried  to  make  his  escape,  but  Altamont  fell  upon 
him  with  his  hatchet,  and  eut  off  his  dorsal  fins.  He 
made  a  desperate  résistance,  but  was  overpowered  by 
his  enemies,  and  soon  lay  dead,  reddening  the  ice-fîeld 
with  his  blood. 
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It  was  a  fine  animal,  mcasuring  more  than  fiftccii 
fcct  in  Icngth,  and  would  havc  bccn  worth  a  good  deal 
for  the  oil  ;  but  thc  hunters  contented  thcmselves  with 
cutting  off  the  most  savoury  parts,  and  left  the  rest  to 
the  ravens,  which  had  just  bcgun  to  makc  their 
appearance. 

Night  was  drawing  on,  and  it  was  time  to  think  of 
returning  to  Fort  Providence.  The  moon  had  not  yet 
risen,  but  the  sky  was  serene  and  cloudless,  and  already 
glittering  with  stars — magnificent  stars. 

"  Corne,*'  said  the  Doctor,  "  let  us  be  off,  for  it  is 
getting  late.  Our  hunting  has  not  been  very  success- 
ful;  but  still,  if  a  man  has  found  something  for  his 
supper,  he  need  not  grumble.  Let  us  go  the  shortest 
road,  however,  and  get  quickly  home  without  losing  our 
vray.     The  stars  will  guide  us." 

They  resolved  to  try  a  more  direct  route  back  by 
going  further  inland,  and  avoiding  the  windings  of  the 
coast  j  but,  after  some  hours'  walking,  they  found 
themselves  no  nearer  Doctor's  House,  and  it  was 
évident  that  they  miist  bave  lost  their  way.  The  ques- 
tion was  raised  whether  to  construct  a  hut  and  rest  till 
morning,  or  proceed;  but  Clawbonny  insisted  on 
going  on,  as  Hatteras  and  Johnson  would  be  so 
uneasy. 

"  Duk  will  guide  us,"  he  said  ;  "  he  won't  go  wrong. 
His  instinct  can  dispense  with  star  and  compass.  Just 
let  us  keep  close  behind  him." 

They  did  well  to  trust  to  Duk,  for  very  speedily  a 
faint  light  appeared  in  the  horizon  almost  like  a  star 
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Soon  they  were  walkinj?  in  a  bripht.  luminous  ti  ack,  leaving  their  sharlows 
,   bebind  them  ou  iho  spotleas  Bnow."--P.  87. 
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glimmering  through  the  mist,  which  hung  low  above 
the  ground.     ^ 

"  Thcre's  our  lighthouse  !  *'  exclaimed  the  Doctor. 

"  Do  you  think  it  is,  Mr.  Clawbonny  ?  "  said  Bell. 

"  Pm  certain  of  it  !     Corne  on  faster." 

The  light  became  stronger  the  nearer  they  ap- 
proached,  and  soon  they  were  walking  in  a  bright 
luminous  track,  leaving  theirlong  shadows  behind  them 
on  the  spotless  snow. 

Quickening  their  steps,  they  hastened  forward,  and 
in  another  half  hour  they  were  climbing  the  ascent  to 
Fort  Providence. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


COLD    AND    HKAT. 


Hatteras  and  Johnson  had  becn  getting  somewhat 
uneasy  at  the  prolonged  absence  of  their  companions, 
and  were  delighted  to  see  them  back  safe  and  sound. 
The  hunters  were  no  less  glad  to  find  themselves  once 
more  in  a  warm  shelter,  for  thc  température  had  fallen 
considerably  as  night  drew  on,  and  the  thermometer 
outside  was  73*^  below  zéro. 

The  poor  hunters  were  half  frozen,  and  so  worn  out 
that  they  could  hardly  drag  their  limbs  along  ;  but  the 
stoves  were  roaring  and  crackUng  cheerily,  and  the  big 
kitchen  fire  waiting  to  cook  such  game  as  might  bc 
brought  in.  Clawbonny  donned  his  officiai  apron  again^ 
and  soon  had  his  seal  cutlets  dressed  and  smoking  on 
the  table.  By  nine  o'clock  the  whole  party  were  enjoy- 
ing  a  good  supper,  and  Bell  couldn't  help  exclaiming — 

"Well,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  taken  for  an 
Esquimaux,  I  raust  confess  eating  is  the  most  important 
business  if  one  has  to  winter  in  thèse  régions.  A  good 
meal  isn't  to  be  sneezed  at.*' 

Thev  ail  had  their   mouths  crammed   too   fui!   to 
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speak,  but  the  Doctor  signifîed  his  agreement  with 
Bell's  views  by  an  approving  nod. 

The  cutlets  were  pronounced  first-rate,  and  it  seemed 
as  if  they  were,  for  they  were  ail  eaten,  to  the  very  last 
morsel. 

For  dessert  they  had  cofFee,  which  the  Doctor  brewed 
himself  in  a  French  cofTee-pot  over  spirits-of-wine. 
He  never  allowed  anybody  but  himself  to  concoct  this 
precious  beveragej  for  he  niade  a  point  of  serving  it 
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boiling  hot,  always  declaring  it  was  not  fit  to  drink 
unless  it  burnt  his  tongue.  This  evening  he  took  it  so 
scalding  that  Altamont  exclaimed — 

"  You'll  skin  your  throat  !  " 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it/'  was  the  Doctor's  reply. 

"  Then  your  palate  must  be  copper-sheathed/'  said 
Johnson. 

"  Not  at  ail,  friends.  I  advise  you  to  copy  my 
example.  Many  persons,  and  I  am  one,  can  drink 
cofFee  at  a  température  of  131*^." 
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"13]°?"  said  Altamont;  "why,  that  is  hotter 
than  the  hand  could  bear  !  " 

"  Of  course  it  is,  Altamont,  for  the  hand  could  not 
bear  more  than  122°,  but  the  palate  and  tongue  are  less 
sensitive." 

"  You  surprise  me." 

"  Well,  I  will  convince  you  it  is  fact/'  returned 
Clawbonny,  and  taking  up  a  thermometer,  he  plunged 
it  into  the  steaming  cofFee.  He  waited  till  the  mercury 
rose  as  high  as  13 1  °  and  then  withdrew  it,  and  swallowed 
the  liquid  with  évident  gusto. 

Bell  tried  to  follow  his  example,  but  burnt  his  mouth 
severely. 

"You  are  not  used  to  it,''  said  the  Doctor, 
coolly.  ' 

"  Can  you  tell  us,  Clawbonny,*'  asked  Altamont, 
"  what  is  the  highest  température  that  the  human  body 
can  bear." 

"  Yes  ;  several  curions  experiments  hâve  becn  made 
in  that  respect.  I  remember  reading  of  some  servant 
girls,  in  the  town  of  Rochefoucauld,  in  France,  who 
could  stay  ten  minutes  in  a  baker's  large  oven  when  the 
température  was  300*^,  while  potatoes  and  méat  wcre 
cooking  ail  round  them." 

"  What  girls  !  "  exclaimed  Altamont. 

"  Well,  there  is  another  case,  where  eight  of  our 
own  count/ymen — Fordyce,  Banks,  Solander,  Blagdin, 
Home,  Nooth,  Lord  Seaforth,  and  Captain  Phillips — 
went  into  one  as  hot  as  200°,  where  eggs  and  beef  were 
frizzling." 
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"  And  they  were  Englishmen  !  *'  said  Bell,  vvith  a 
touch  of  national  pride. 

"  Oh,  the  Americans  could  hâve  donc  better  than 
that,"  said  Altamont. 

"  They  would  hâve  roasted,"  returned  the  Doctor, 


laughing.  "  At  ail  events  they  hâve  never  tried  it,  so  I 
shall  stand  up  for  my  countrymen.  There  is  one  more 
instance  I  recollect,  and  really  it  is  so  incredible,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  believe  it,  if  it  were  not  attested 
by  unimpeachable  évidence.     The  Duke  of  Ragusa  and 
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Dr.  Jung,  a  Frenchman  and  an  Austrian,  saw  a  Turk 
plunge  into  a  bath  at  170*^." 

"  But  that  is  not  so  astonishing  as  those  servant 
girls,  or  our  own  countrymen/'  said  Johnson. 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,"  replied  Clawbonny  ;  "  there  is 
a  great  différence  between  plunging  into  hot  air  and  bot 
water.  Hot  air  produces  perspiration,  which  protects 
the  skin,  but  boiling  water  scalds.  The  maxirmim  heat 
of  baths  is  107°,  so  that  this  Turk  must  hâve  been  an 
extraordinary  fellow  to  endure  such  température.'' 

"  What  is  the  mean  température,  Mr.  Clawbonny, 
of  animated  beings  ?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"  That  varies  with  the  species,"  repHed  the  Doctor. 
"  Birds  hâve  the  highest,  especially  the  duck  and  the 
hen.  The  mammalia  come  next,  and  human  beings. 
The  température  of  Englishmen  averages  101°.'* 

"  I  am  sure  Mr.  Altamont  is  going  to  claim  a 
higher  rate  for  his  countrymen,"  said  Johnson,  smiling. 

"  Well,  sure  enough,  weVe  some  precious  hot  ones 
among  us,  but  as  I  never  hâve  put  a  thermometer  down 
their  throats  to  ascertain,  I  can't  give  you  statistics." 

"  There  is  no  sensible  différence,"  said  the  Doctor, 
"  between  men  of  différent  races  when  they  are  placed 
under  the  same  conditions,  whatever  their  food  may  be. 
I  may  almost  say  tneir  température  would  be  the  same 
at  the  Equator  as  the  Pôle." 

*'  Then  the  heat  of  our  bodies  is  the  same  hère  as 
in  England,"  replied  Altamont. 

"  Just  about  it.  The  other  species  of  mammalia 
are  generally  botter  than  human  beings.     The  horse, 
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the  hare,  the  éléphant,  the  porpoise,  and  the  tiger  are 
ncarly  the  same  ;  but  the  cat,  the  squirrel,  the  rat,  the 
panther,  the  sheep,  the  ox,  the  dog,  the  monkey,  and 
the  goat,  are  as  high  as  103°  ;  and  the  pig  is  104°." 

*'  Rather  humiliating  to  us/*  put  in  Altamont. 

"Then  corne  the  amphibia  and  the  fish/*  resumed 
the  Doctor,  "  whose  température  varies  with  that  of  the 
water.    The  serpent  has  a  température  of  86^,  the  frog 
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70°,  and  the  shark  several  degrees  less.  Insects  appear 
to  hâve  the  température  of  air  and  water." 

"  AH  this  is  very  well,"  interrupted  Hatteras,  who 
had  hitherto  taken  no  part  in  the  conversation,  "  and 
we  are  obliged  to  the  Doctor  for  his  scientific  inforrtia- 
tion  ;  but  we  are  really  talking  as  if  we  were  going  to 
brave  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone.  I  think  it  would  be 
far  more  seasonable  to  speak  of  cold,  if  the  Doctor 
could  tell  us  what  is  the  lowest  température  on 
record.*' 

"I  can  enlighten   you  on   that   too,"  replied   the 
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Doctor.  "  There  are  a  great  number  of  mémorable 
winters,  which  appear  to  hâve  corne  at  intervais  of  about 
forty-one  years.  In  1364,  the  Rhône  was  frozen  over 
as  far  as  Arles;  in  1408,  the  Danube  was  frozen 
throughout  its  entire  extent,  and  the  wolves  crossed  the 
Cattigut  on  firm  ground;  in  1509,  the  Adriatic  and  the 
Mediterranean  were  frozen  at  Venice  and  Marseilles, 
and  the  Baltic  on  the  loth  of  April;  in  1608,  ail  the 
cattle  died  in  England  from  the  cold;  in  1789,  the 
Thames  was  frozen  as  far  as  Gravesend  ;  and  the 
frightful  winter  of  18 13  will  long  be  remembered  in 
France.  The  earlicst  and  longest  ever  known  in  the 
présent  century  was  in  1829.     So  much  for  Europe." 

"  But  hcre,  within  the  Polar  circle,  what  is  the 
lowest  degrce  ?  "  asked  Altamont. 

"  Mv  Word  !  "  said  the  Doctor.  "  I  think  we  hâve 
experienced  the  lowest  ourselves,  for  one  day  the 
thermometcr  was  7:2 '^  below  zéro;  and,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  the  lowest  température  mentioncd 
hitherto  by  Arctic  voyagers  has  been  61*^  at  Melville 
Island,  6^°  at  Port  Félix,  and  70®  at  Fort  Reliance/' 

"  Yes/'  said  Hatteras,  "  it  was  the  unusual  severity 
of  the  winter  that  barred  our  progress,  for  it  came  on 
just  at  the  worst  time  possible." 

"  You  were  stopped,  you  say  ?  *'  asked  Altamont, 
looking  fîxedly  at  the  captain. 

"  Yes,  in  our  voyage  west,'*  the  Doctor  hastened  to 
reply. 

"  Then  the  maximum  and  minimum  températures," 
said  Altamont,  resuming  the  conversation,  "  are  about 
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200*^  apart.  So  you  see,  my  friends,  wc  niay  makc 
ourselves  easy/* 

"  But  if  the  siiu  vvere  suddenly  cxtinguishcd," 
suggested  Johnson,  "  woiild  not  thc  earth's  température 
bc  far  lower  ?  " 

"  There  is  no  fear  of  such  a  catastrophe  ;  but,  even 
should  it  happen,  the  température  would  be  scarcely 
any  différent/' 


"  That's  curions.'* 

"  It  is ,  but  Fourrier,  a  learned  Frenchman,  has 
proved  the  fact  incontestably.  If  it  were  not  the  case, 
the  différence  between  day  and  night  would  be  far 
greater,  as  also  the  dcgree  of  cold  at  the  Pôles.  But 
now  I  think^  friends,  we  should  be  the  better  of  a  few 
hours'  sleep.  Who  has  charge  of  the  stove  ?  " 
It  is  my  turn  to-night,"  said  Bell. 
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"  Wcll,  pray  kccp  iip  a  good  fire,  for  it  is  a  pcrishing 
night." 

"Trust  me  for  that/^  said  Bell.  "But  do  look  out, 
the  sky  is  ail  in  a  blaze/' 

"  Ay  !  it  is  a  magnificent  aurora,"  replied  the  Doctor, 
going  up  to  the  window.  "  IIow  beautiful  !  I  never  tire 
gazing  at  it." 

No  more  he  cver  did,  though  his  companions  had 
become  so  used  to  such  displays  that  they  hardly  noticed 
them  now.  He  soon  followed  the  example  of  the 
others,  however,  and  lay  down  on  his  bed  beside  the 
fire,  leaving  Bell  to  mount  guard. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


WINTER    PLEASURES. 

It  is  a  dreary  aflfair  to  live  at  the  Pôle,  for  there  is  no 
going  out  for  niany  long  months,  and  nothing  to  break 
the  weary  monotony. 

The  day  after  the  hunting  excursion  was  dark  and 
snowy,  and  Clawbonny  could  find  no  occupation  except 
polishing  up  the  ice  walls  of  the  hut  as  they  became 
damp  with  the  heat  inside,  and  emptying  out  the  snow 
which  drifted  into  the  long  passage  leading  to  the  inner 
door.  The  "  Snow-House'*  stood  out  well,  defying 
storm  and  tempest,  and  the  snow  only  seenned  to 
increase  the  thickness  of  the  walls. 

The  storehouses,  too,  did  not  give  way  the  least  ; 
but  though  they  were  only  a  fcw  yards  oflT,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  lay  in  enough  provisions  for  the  day,  as 
very  often  the  weather  made  it  almost  impossible  to 
venture  that  short  distance. 

The  unloading  of  the  Porpoise  turned  out  to  hâve 
been  a  wise  précaution,  for  she  was  slowly  but  surely 
being  crushed  to  pièces  by  the  silent,  irrésistible  pressure 
around  her.     Still  the  Doctor  was  always  hoping  enough 
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planks  might  be  sufficicntly  souiul  to  constriict  a  sinall 
vessel  to  convcy  theni  back  to  Kngland  ;  but  tlic  rigbt 
tiine  to  build  had  iiot  yct  coine. 

The  fivc  iiieii  wcrc  coiisccjuciitly  conipcllcd  to  spciid 
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tlie  grcatcr  part  of  the  day  iii  coinplctc  idleuess. 
Hatteras  lolled  011  his  bed  absorbcd  in  thought.  Alta- 
mont  siTioked  or  dozcd,  and  tlie  Doctor  took  carc  not 


to  disturb  eithcr  of  them,  for  lie  was  in  perpétuai  fcar 
of  a  quarrel  between  them.  * 

At  meal  times  he  always  led  the  conversation  awav 


JVtfitcr  PUasurrs. 


99 


froin  irritiiting  topics,  and  souglit,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
instruct  and  intcrcst  ail  parties.  Whenever  lie  was  not 
engaged  with  the  préparation  of  his  notes,  he  gave  tlieni 
dissertations  on  history,  geogra|)hy,  or  nieteorology, 
luindling  his  subject  in  an  easy,  tbougli  pliilosophical 
manner,  drawing  lessons  froni  the  niost  trivial  incidents. 
Mis  inexhaustible  nieniory  was  never  at  a  loss  for  faet 
or  illustration,  vvhile  his  good  humour  and  geniality 
niade  him  the  life  iyid  soûl  of  the  little  conipanv.  Ile 
was  iniplicitly  trusted  by  ail,  even  by  llatteras,  who 
clRiished  a  deep  allcction  lor  hini. 

Yet  no  nian  felt  the  eonipulsory  confinement  more 
palnfully  than  Clawbonny.  !le  longed  ardently  lor  the 
brcaking  uj)  of  the  frost,  to  résume  his  excursions, 
though  he  dreaded  the  rivalry  that  might  ensue  betvvecn 
the  tvvo  eaptains. 

Yet  things  must  corne  to  a  crisis  soon  or  late,  and 
nieantime  he  rcsolved  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to 
bring  both  parties  to  a  bettcr  mind,  but  to  reconcile  an 
American  and  an  Englishman  was  no  easy  task.  Ile 
and  Johnson  had  many  a  talk  on  the  subject,  for  the 
old  sailor's  views  quite  coineided  with  his  own  as  to 
the  diffieult  complications  which  awaited  them  in  the 
future. 

llowever,  the  bad  weather  continued,  and  leaving 
Fort  Providence,  even  for  an  hour,  was  out  of  the 
question.  Day  and  night  they  were  peut  up  in  thèse 
glittering  ice-walls,  and  time  hung  heavily  on  their 
hands,  at  least  on  ail  but  the  Doctor's,  and  he  always 
managed  to  find  some  occupation  for  himself. 
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"  I  déclare,"  said  Altamont,  one  cvening  ;  "life  likc 


this  is  not  worth  having  '     We  might  as  well  be  some 


ïVinter  Pleasiires. 


101 


:c 


il 


l'iSi^ 


11'''  ! 


liT'i 


of  those  reptiles  that  sleep  ail  the  winter.    But  I  suppose 
there  is  no  help  for  it." 

"  I  am  afraid  not/*  said  the  Doctor;  "  unfortunately 
we  are  too  few  iii  number  to  get  up  any  amusement." 

"  Then  you  think  if  there  were  more  of  us,  we 
should  find  more  to  do  ?  '* 

"  Of  course  :  when  whole  ships'  crews  hâve  wintered 
hère,  they  hâve  managed  to  vvhile  avvay  the  tinic 
famously." 

"Well,  I  must  say  I  should  lilce  to  know  how.  It 
would  need  a  vast  amount  of  ingenuity  to  extract  any- 
thing  amusing  out  of  our  circumstances.  I  suppose 
they  did  not  play  at  charades  ?" 

"  No,  but  they  introduced  the  press  and  the 
théâtre." 

"  What  ?  They  had  a  newspaper  ?  "  exclaimed  the 
American. 

They  acted  a  comedy  ?  "  said  Bell. 
That  they  did,"  said  the  Doctor.     "When  Parry 
wintered  at  Melville  Island,  he  started  both  amusements 
among  his  men,  and  they  met  with  great  success." 

"  Well,  I  must  confess,  I  should  like  to  hâve  beeti 
there,"  returned  Johnson  ;  "  for  it  must  hâve  been 
rather  curious  work." 

"  Curious  and  amusing  too,  my  good  Johnson. 
Lieutenant  Beechey  was  the  théâtre  manager,  and 
Captain  Sabina  chief  editor  of  the  newspaper  called 
'The  Winter  Chronicle,  or  the  Gazette  of  Northern 
Georgia.'  " 

"  Good  titles,"  said  Altamont. 


fC 


if 


I 


: 


102 


Winter  Pleasures. 


"The  newspaper  appeared  daily  from  the  ist  of 
November,  1819,  to  the  2oth  of  March,  1820.  It 
reported  the  différent  excursions,  and  hunting  parties, 
and  accidents,  and  adventures,  and  published  amusing 
stories.  No  doubt  the  articles  were  not  up  to  the 
'  Spectator  '  or  the  '  Daily  Telegraph,'  but  the  readers 
were  neither  critical  nor  blasé^  and  found  great  pleasure 
in  their  perusal." 


"  My  Word  !  "  said  Altamont.     "  I   should  like  to 

read  some  of  the  articles." 

"  Would  you  ?     Well,  you  shall  judge  for  yourself/' 
"  What  !  can  you  repeat  them  from  memory  ?" 
"  No  ;  but  you  had   Parry's  Voyages  on  board  the 

Porpoise,  and  I  can  read  you  his  own  narrative  if  you 

like." 

This  proposition  was  so  eagerly  welcomed  that  the 
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Doctor  fetched  the  book  forthwith,  and  soon  found  the 
passage  in  question. 

"  Here  is  a  letter/'  he  said,  "  addressed  to  the 
editor  :  " 

"  '  Your  proposition  to  establish  a  journal  has  been 
received  by  us  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  I  am 
convinced  that,  under  your  direction,  it  will  be  a  great 
source  of  amusement,  and  go  a  long  way  to  lighten 
our  hundred  days  of  darkness. 

"  '  The  interest  I  take  in  the  matter  myself  has  led 
me  to  study  the  effeCt  of  your  announcement  on  my 
comrades,  and  I  can  testify,  to  use  reporteras  lan- 
guage,  that  the  thing  has  produced  an  immense  sen- 
sation. 

"'The  day  after  your  prospectus  appeared,  there 
was  an  unusual  and  unprecedented  demand  for  ink 
among  us,  and  our  green  tablecloth  was  deluged  with 
snippiugs  and  parings  of  quill-pens,  to  the  injury  of 
one  of  our  servants,  who  got  a  pièce  driven  right  under 
his  nail.  I  know  for  a  fact  that  Sergeant  Martin  had 
no  less  than  nine  pen-knives  to  sharpen. 

"  '  It  was  quite  a  novel  sight  to  see  ail  the  writing- 
desks  brought  out,  which  had  not  made  their  appearance 
for  a  couple  of  months,  and  judging  by  the  reams  ni 
paper  visible,  more  than  one  visit  must  hâve  been  mado 
to  the  depths  of  the  hold. 

"  '  I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  I  believe 
attempts  will  be  made  to  slip  into  your  box  sundry 
articles  which  are  not  altogether  original,  as  they  hâve 
been  published  already.     I  can  déclare  that,  no  later 
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than  last  night,  I  saw  an  author  bending  over  his  desk, 
holding  a  volume  of  the  "Spectator"  open  with  one 
hand,  and  thawing  the  frozen  ink  in  his  pen  at  the 
lamp  with  the  other.  I  need  not  warn  you  to  be  on 
your  guard  against  such  tricks,  for  it  would  never  do 
for  us  to  hâve  articles  in  our  "  Winter  Chronicle  " 
which  our  great-grandfathers  read  over  their  breakfast- 
tables  a  century  ago.'  " 

"  Well,  well/'  said  Altamont,  "  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  élever  humour  in  that  writer.  He  must  hâve  been 
a  sharp  fellow." 

"  You're  right.  Hère  is  an  amusing  catalogue  of 
Arctic  tribulations  : — 

"  '  To  go  out  in  the  morning  for  a  walk,  and  the 
moment  you  put  your  foot  outside  the  ship,  find  your- 
self  immersed  in  the  cook's  water-hole. 

"  '  To  go  out  hunting,  and  fall  in  with  a  splendid 
reindeer,  take  aim,  and  ifind  your  gun  has  gone  ofF  with 
a  flash  in  the  pan,  owing  to  damp  powder. 

"  '  To  set  out  on  a  march  with  a  good  supply  of 
soft  ncw  bread  in  your  pocket,  and  discover,  when  you 
want  to  eat,  that  it  has  frozen  so  hard  that  you  would 
break  your  teeth  if  you  attempted  to  bite  it  through. 

"  '  To  rush  from  the  table  when  it  is  reported  that 
a  wolf  is  in  sight,  and  on  coming  back  to  find  the  cat 
has  eaten  your  dinner. 

"'To  be  retuming  quietly  home  from  a  walk, 
absorbed  in  profitable  méditation,  and  suddenly  find 
yourself  m  the  embrace  of  a  bear/ 

"We  might  supplément  this  list  ourselves,'*  said 
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the  Doctor,  "  to  almost  any  amount,  for  there  is  a  sort 
of  pleasure  in  enumerating  troubles  when  one  has  got 
the  better  of  them." 

^*  I  déclare/'  said  Altamont,  "  this  'Winter  Journal  * 
is  an  amusing  affair.     I  wish  we  could  subscribe  to  it." 

"  Suppose  we  start  one/'  said  Johnson. 

"  For  us  five  !  "  exclaimed  Clawbonny  ;  "we  might 
do  for  editors,  but  there  would  not  be  readers  enough." 

"  No,  nor  spectators  enough,  if  we  tried  to  get  up 
a  comedy/'  added  Altamont. 

"Tell  us  some  moreabout  Captain  Parry's  théâtre/' 
said  Johnson  ;  "  did  they  play  new  pièces  ?  " 

"  Certainly.  At  first  two  volumes  on  board  the 
'Hecla'were  gone  through,  but  as  there  was  a  per- 
formance once  a  fortnight,  this  répertoire  was  soon 
exhausted.  Then  they  had  to  improvise  fresh  plays; 
Parry  himself  composed  one  which  had  immense 
success.  It  was  called  'The  North-West  Passage, 
or  the  End  of  the  Voyage.'  " 

"A  famous  title/'  said  Altamont;  "but  I  must 
confess,  if  I  had  chosen  such  a  subject,  I  should  hâve 
been  at  a  loss  for  the  dénouement." 

"  You  are  right/'  said  Bell  ;  "  who  can  say  what  the 
end  will  be  ?  " 

"Whatdoes  that  matter?"  replied  Mr.  Clavvbonny. 
"Why  should  we  trouble  about  the  last  act,  while 
the  first  ones  are  goinp;  on  well.  Leave  ail  that  to 
Providence,  friends;  let  us  each  play  our  own  rôle 
as  perfectly  as  we  can,  and  since  the  dénouement 
belongs  to  the   Great  Author   of  ail  things,  we  will 


'■iftj 


^  I 


III 


7  06 


IVlnter  Pleasures. 


trust  his  skill.  Hc  will  manage  our  aflairs  for  us, 
never  fear." 

"  Well,  we'd  better  go  and  dream  about  it/*  said 
Johnson,  "  for  it's  getting  late,  and  it  is  time  we  went 
to  bed,"  said  Johnson. 

"  You'rc  in  a  great  hurry,  old  fellow,"  replied  the 
Doctor. 

"  Why  vvould  you  sit  up,  Mr.  Clavvbonny.  I  am 
so  comfortable  in  my  bed,  and  then  I  always  bave 
such  good  dreams.  I  dream  invariably  of  hot  coun- 
tries,  so  that  I  might  ahnost  say,  half  my  life  is  spent 
in  the  tropics,  and  half  at  the  North  Pôle.'' 

"  You're  a  happy  man,  Johnson,"  said  Altamont, 
"  to  be  blessed  with  such  a  fortunate  organization.'' 

"  Iiideed  I  am,''  replied  Johnson. 

"  Well,  come,  after  that  it  would  be  positive  cruelty 
to  keep  our  good  friend  pining  hère,"  said  the  Doctor; 
'*  his  tropical  sun  awaits  him,  so  let's  ail  go  to  bed.' 


)) 


f     ri:     :|i 


CHAPTER  XI. 


TRACES    OF    BEARS. 


On  the  aôth  of  April  during  the  night  therc  was  a 
sudden  change  in  the  weather.  The  thermonictcr  fell 
several  degrees,  and  the  inmates  of  Doctor's  House 
coiild  hardly  kcep  themselves  warm  even  in  their  beds. 
Altamont  had  charge  of  the  stove,  and  he  found  it 
needed  careful  replenishing  to  préserve  the  température 
at  50°  above  zéro. 

This  increase  of  cold  betokened  the  cessation  of 
the  stormy  weather,  and  the  Doctor  hailed  it  gladly 
as  the  harbinger  of  his  favourite  hunting  and  exploring 
expéditions. 

He  rose  early  next  morning,  and  climbed  up  to  the 
top  of  the  cône.  The  wind  had  shifted  north,  the  air 
was  clear,  and  the  snow  firm  and  smooth  to  the  tread. 

Before  long  the  five  companions  had  left  Doctor's 
House,  and  were  busily  engaged  in  clearing  the  heavy 
masses  of  snow  ofF  the  roof  and  sides,  for  the  house 
was  no  longer  distinguishable  from  the  plateau,  as  the 
snow  had  drifted  to  a  depth  of  full  fifteen  feet.  It 
took  two  hours  to  remove  the  frozen  snow,  and  restore 


'I 


« 


m 
m 


I  t 


io8 


■^ 


m 


Traces  of  Bears. 


thc  architectural  form  of  the  dwclling.  At  Icngth  thc 
granité  foundations  appeared,  and  the  storehouscs  and 
powder  magazines  were  once  more  accessible. 

But  as,  in  so  uncertain  a  climate,  a  storm  might  eut 
oflT  their  supplies  any  day,  they  wiscly  resolved  to  pro- 


vide for  any  such  eniergency  by  carrying  over  a  good 
stock  of  provisions  to  the  kitchen  ;  and  then  Claw- 
bonny,  Altamont,  and  Bell  started  ofF  with  their  guns 
in  search  of  game,  for  the  want  of  fresh  food  began  to 
be  urgently  felt. 

The  three  companions  went  across  the  east  side  of 
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the  cône,  right  clown  into  thc  centre  of  thc  far-stretchiiig, 
snow-covered  plain  bencath,  but  they  did  not  nccd  to  go 
far,  for  numerous  traces  of  animais  appearcd  on  ail 
sides  within  a  circle  of  two  miles  round  Fort  Providence. 

After  gazing  attentively  at  thèse  traces  for  some 
minutes,  the  hunters  looked  at  each  other  silently,  and 
then  the  Doctor  exclaimed  : — 

Well,  thèse  are  plain  enough,  I  think  !  '* 
Ay,  only  too  plain,"   added    Bell  ;    "  bears  hâve 
been  hère  !  " 

"  First  rate  game  !"  said  Altamont.  "Thére's  only 
one  fault  about  it." 

"  And  what  is  that  ?  "  asked  Bell. 

*'  Too  uiuch  of  it." 

" What  do  you  mean ?" 

"  I  mean  this — there  are  distinct  traces  of  five  bears, 
and  five  bears  are  rather  too  much  for  five  men." 

Are  you  sure  there  are  five  ?  "  said  Clawbonny. 
Look  and  see  for  yourself.  Hère  is  one  footprint, 
and  there  is  another  quite  différent.  Thèse  claws  are 
far  wider  apart  than  those  ;  and  see  hère,  again,  that 
paw  belongs  to  a  much  smaller  bear.  I  tell  you,  if  you 
look  carefully,  you  will  see  the  marks  of  ail  five  différent 
bears  distinctly." 

"  You're  right,'*  said  Bell,  after  a  close  inspection. 

"  If  that's  the  case,  then,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  we 
must  take  care  what  we're  about,  and  not  be  foolhardy, 
for  thèse  animais  are  starving  after  the  severe  winter, 
and  they  might  be  extremely  dangerous  to  encounter  : 
and,  since  we  are  sure  of  their  number ' 
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"  And  of  thcir  intentions,  too,"  put  in  Altamont. 

"  You  think  thcy  havc  discovercd  our  présence 
hère?" 

"  No  «doubt  of  it,  vuiless  vvc  havc  got  into  a  bear- 
pass,  but  then,  why  should  thèse  footprints  be  in  a 
cirele  round  our  fort.     Look,  thèse  animais  hâve  corne 


sf 


from  the  south-east,  and  stopped  at  this  place,  and  com- 
menced  to  rcconnoitre  the  coast/' 

"You're  right,''  said  the  Doctor,  "and,  what's 
more,  it  is  certain  that  they  hâve  been  hère  last  night." 

*'  And  other  nights  before  that,"  replied  Altamont. 

"  T  don't  think  so,"  rejoined  Clawbonny.  "  It  is 
more  likely  that  they  waited  till  the  cessation  of  the 
tempest,  and  were  on  their  way  down  to  the  bay, 
intending  to  catch  seals,  when  they  scented  us." 
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Wcll,  wc  can  casily  find  out  if   they  conic  to- 
night,"  said  Altainoiit. 

*  "  liy  cflîicing  ail  the  marks  in  a  given  place,  and  if 
to-morrow,  wc  find  frcsh  oncs,  it  will  bc  évident  that 
Fort  Providence  is  the  goal  for  which  the  bears  are 
bound." 
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"  Very  good,  at  any  rate  wc  shall  know,  then,  what 
we  hâve  to  expect." 

The  three  hunters  set  to  work,  and  scrapcd  the  snow 
over  till  ail  the  footprints  were  obliterated  for  a  consi- 
dérable distance. 

"  It  is  singular,  though,"  said  Bell,  "  that  bears 
could  scent  us  ail  that  way  ofF;  we  hâve  not  been 
burning  anything  fat  which  might  hâve  attracted  them." 

"  Oh  !  "  replied  the  Doctor,  "  bears  are  endowed 
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with  a  wonderfully  keen  sensc  of  smell,  and  a  picrcîng 
sight;  and,  iiiorc  than  that,  thcy  arc  extrcmcly  intelli- 
gent, almost  more  so  than  any  other  animal.  They 
havre  smclt  something  unusual  ;  and,  besides,  who  can 
tell  whether  they  hâve  not  cven  found  their  way  as  far 
as  our  plateau  during  the  tempcst?" 

"  But  then,  why  did  they  stop  hère  iast  night  ?  " 
asked  Altamont. 

"  Well,  that's  a  question  I  can't  answer,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  they  will  continue  narrowing  their  circles, 
till  ihey  reach  Fort  Providence." 

"  We  shall  soon  see/'  said  Altamont. 

"  And,  meantime,  we  had  best  go  on,"  added  the 
Doctor,  "  and  kcep  a  sharp  look  out." 

But  not  a  sign  of  anything  living  was  visible,  and 
after  a  time  they  returned  to  the  snow-house. 

Hatteras  and  Johnson  were  informed  how  matters 
stood,  and  it  was  resolved  to  i^iaintain  a  vigilant  watch. 
Night  came,  but  nothing  disturbed  its  calm  splendour — 
nothing  was  heard  to  indicate  approaching  danger. 

Next  morning  at  early  dawn,  Hatteras  and  his  com- 
panions,  well  armed,  went  out  to  reconnoitre  the  state 
of  the  snow.  They  found  the  same  identical  foot- 
marks,  but  somewhat  nearer.  Evidently  the  enemy 
was  bent  on  the  siège  of  Fort  Providence. 

"  But  where  can  the  bears  be  ?  "  said  Bell. 

"  Behind  the  icebergs  watching  us,"  replied  the 
Doctor.     "  Don't  let  us  expose  ourselves  imprudently.*' 

"What  about  going  hunting,  then?"  asked 
Altamont. 
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"  We  must  put  it  oflT  for  a  day  or  two,  I  think,  and 
rub  out  the  marks  again^  and  sec  if  they  are  renewcd 
to-mvorrow." 

The  Doctor's  advice  was  followed,  and  they  cn- 
trenched  themselves  for  the  présent  in  the  fort.  The 
lighthouse  was  takcn  down^  as  it  was  not  of  actual  use 
nicantinie,  and  inight  hclp  to  attract  the  bears.  Each 
took  it  in  turn  to  kecp  watch  on  the  upper  plateau. 

The  day  passed  wlthout  a  sign  of  the  enemy's 
existence,  and  next  morning,  when  they  hurried  eagerly 
out  to  examine  the  snow,  judge  their  astonishment  to 
ûnd  it  wholly  untouched  ! 

"  Capital  1  '*  exclaimed  Altamont.  "  The  bears  are 
put  off  the  scent  ;  they  hâve  no  persévérance,  and  hâve 
grown  tired  waiting  for  us.  They  are  off,  and  a  good 
riddance.     Now  let  us  start  for  a  day's  hunting." 

"  Softly,  softly,"  said  the  Doctor  ;  "  Tm  not  so  sure 
they  hâve  gone.  I  think  we  had  better  wait  one  day 
more.  It  is  évident  the  bears  hâve  not  been  hère  last 
night,  at  least  on  this  side  ;  but  still— 


*» 


"  Well,  let  us  go  right  round  the  plateau,  and  sec 
how  things  stand,*'  said  the  impatient  Altamont. 

"  Ail  right,"  said  Clawbonny.     "  Come  along." 

Away  they  went,  but  it  was  impossible  to  scrutinizc 
carefully  a  track  of  two  miles,  and  no  trace  of  the  enemy 
was  discoverable. 

" Now,  then,  can't  we  go  hunting?'*  said  Altamont. 

"  Wait  till  to-morrow,"  urged  the  Doctor  again. 

His  friend  was  very  unwilling  to  delay,  but  yielded 
the  point  at  last,  and  returned  to  the  fort. 

8 


U 
li* 
il 

I 


!!■!: 


!    !   i 


t  sa 


114 


Traces  of  Bear  s. 


As  on  the  preceding  night,  each  man  took  his  hour's 
watch  on  the  upper  plateau.  When  it  came  to  Alta- 
nmont's  turn,  and  he  had  gone  ont  to  relicve  Bell, 
Hatteras  called  his  old  companions  round  him.  The 
Doctor   left  his   desk   and  Johnson  his  cooking,  and 


illl 


liastened  to  their  captain's  side,  supposing  he  wanted 
to  talk  over  their  perilous  situation  ;  but  Hatteras  never 
gave  it  a  tbought. 

"  My  friends/'  he  said,  "  let  us  take  advantage  of 
the  American's  absence  to  speak  of  business.    There 
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are  things  which  cannot  concern  iiim,  and  with  which  I 
do  not  choose  him  to  meddie." 

Johnson  and  Clawbonny  looked  at  cach  othcr, 
wondering  what  the  captain  was  driving  at. 

"  I  wish/'  he  continued,  "  to  talk  with  you  about  our 
plans  for  the  future/' 

"  Ail  right  !  talk  away  while  we  are  alone,"  said  the 
Doctor. 

"  In  a  month,  or  six  weeks  at  the  outside,  the  time 
for  making  distant  excursions  will  corne  again.  Hâve 
you  thought  of  what  we  had  better  undcrtake  in 
summer  ?  ** 

"  Hâve  you,  captain  ?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"Hâve  I  ?  I  may  say  that  not  an  hour  of  my  lifc 
passes  without  revolving  in  my  mind  my  one  cherished 
purpose.  I  suppose  not  a  man  among  you  intends  to 
retrace  his  steps  ?  " 

No  one  replied,  and  Hatteras  went  on  to  say — 

"  For  my  own  part,  even  if  I  must  go  alone,  I  will 
push  on  to  the  North  Pôle.  Never  were  men  so  near  it 
before,  for  we  are  not  more  than  360  miles  distant  at 
most,  and  I  will  not  lose  such  an  opportunity  without 
making  eve*y  attempt  to  reach  it,  even  though  it  be  an 
impossibility.     What  are  your  views,  Doctor  ?  " 

"  Your  own,  Hatteras.*' 

"  And  yours,  Johnson  ?  *' 

"  Like  the  Doctor's." 

"  And  yours,  Bell  ?" 

"  Captain/'  replied  the  carpenter,  "  it  is  true  we 
bave  neither  wives  nor  children  waiting  us  in  England, 
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but,  after  ail,  it  is  one's  country — one's  native  land  ! 
Hâve  you  no  thoughts  of  returning  home  ?" 

"  We  can  return  after  vv'e  hâve  discovered  the  Pôle 
qiiite  as  well  as  before,  and  even  better.  Our  difficulties 
will  not  inciease,  for  as  we  near  the  Pôle  we  get  away 
from  the  point  of  greatest  cold.  We  hâve  fuel  and 
provisions  enough.  There  is  nothing  to  stop  us,  and 
we  should  be  culpable,  in  my  opinion,  if  we  allowed 
ourselves  to  abandon  the  project." 

Very  well,  captain,  l'il  go  along  with  you." 
That's  right  ;  I  never  doubted  you,"  said  Hatteras. 
"We   shall  succeed,   and   England   will   hâve   ail  the 
glory." 

"  But  there  is  an  American  among  us  !  "  said 
Johnson. 

Hatteras  could  not  repress  an  impatient  exclamation. 

"  I  know  it  !  "  he  said,  in  a  stern  voice. 

"  W(  cannot  leave  him  behind,"  added  the  Doctor. 

"  No,  we  can't,"  repeated  Hatteras,  almost  me- 
chanically. 

"  And  he  will  be  sure  to  go  too." 

''  Yes,  he  will  go  too  ;  but  who  will  command  ?  " 

"  You,  captain." 

"  And  if  you  ail  obey  my  orders,  will  the  Yankee 
refuse  ?  " 

"  I  shouldn't  tliink  so  ;  but  suppose  he  should,  what 
can  be  donc  ?  " 

"  He  and  I  must  fight  it  out,  then." 

The  three  Englishmen  looked  at  Hatteras,  but  said 
nothmg.   Then  the  Doctor  asked  how  they  were  to  go  ? 
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"  By  the  coast,  as  far  as  possible/'  was  the  reply. 

"But  what  if  we  fiiid  open  water,  as  is  likely 
enough?" 

"  Well,  weMl  go  across  it." 

"  But  we  hâve  no  boat/' 

Hatteras  did  not  answer,  and  looked  embarrassed. 

"  Perhaps/'  suggested  Bell,  *'  we  mi^ht  make  a  ship 
out  of  some  of  the  planks  of  the  Porpoise*' 

"  Never  !  ''  exclaimed  Hatteras,  vehemently. 

"  Never  !"  said  Johnson. 

The  Doctor  shook  his  head.  He  understood  the 
feeling  of  the  captain. 

"  Never  !  "  reiterated  Hatteras  o  "  A  boat  lîïâde  out 
of  an  American  ship  would  be  an  American  !  " 

"  But,  captain "  began  Johnson. 

The  Doctor  made  a  sign  to  the  old  boatswain  not 
to  press  the  subject  further,  and  resolved  in  his  own 
mind  to  reserve  the  question  for  discussion  at  a  more 
opportune  moment.  Ke  managed  to  turn  the  conversa- 
tion to  other  matters,  till  it  abruptly  terminated  by  the 
entrance  of  Altamont. 

This  ended  the  day,  and  the  night  passed  quiedy 
without  the  least  disturbance.  The  bears  had  evidently 
disappeared. 
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The  first  business  next  day  was  to  arrange  t  a  hunt. 
It  was  settled  that  Altamont,  Bell,  and  Hatteras  should 
form  the  party,  while  Clawbonny  should  go  and  explore 
as  far  as  Isle  Johnson,  and  make  some  hydrographie 
notes,  and  Johnson  should  remain  behind  to  keep  house. 

The  three  hunters  soon  completed  their  préparations. 
They  armed  themselves  each  with  a  double-barrelled 
revolver  and  a  rifle,  and  took  plenty  of  powder  and  shot. 
Each  man  also  carried  inhis  belthis  indispensable  snow 
knife  and  hatchet,  and  a  small  supply  of  pemmican  in 
case  night  should  surprise  them  before  their  return. 

Thus  equipped,  they  couH  go  far,  and  might  count 
on  a  good  supply  of  game. 

At  eight  o'clock  they  started,  accompanied  by  Duk, 
who  frisked  and  garabolled  with  delight.  They  went  up 
the  hill  to  the  east,  across  the  cône,  and  down  into  the 
plain  below. 

The  Doctor  next  took  his  departure,  after  agreeing 
with  Johnson  on  a  signal  of  alarm  in  case  of  danger. 

The  old  boatswain  was  left  alone,  but  he  had  plenty 
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to  do.  He  began  by  unfastening  the  Greeiiland  dogs, 
and  letting  them  out  for  a  run  after  their  long,  weari- 
some  confinement.  Then  he  attended  to  divers  house- 
keeping  matters.  He  had  to  replenish  the  stock  of 
combustibles  and  provisions,  to  arrange  the  store-houses, 
to  mend  several  broken  utensils,  to  repair  the  rents  in 
coverlcts,  and  get  new  shoes  ready  for  summcr  excur- 
sions. There  was  no  lack  of  work,  and  the  old  sailor's 
nimble  clever  fingers  could  do  anything. 

While  his  hands  were  busy,  his  mind  was  occupied 


with  the  conversation  of  the  preceding  evening.  He 
thought  with  regret  over  the  captain's  obstinacy,  and 
yet  he  felt  that  there  was  something  grand  and  even 
heroic  in  his  détermination  that  neither  an  American 
nor  an  American  ship  should  fîrst  touch  the  Pôle. 

The  hunters  had  been  gone  about  an  hour  wiien 
Johnson  suddenly  heard  the  report  of  a  gun. 

"Capital!"  he  exciaimed.  "They  hâve  found  some- 
thing, and  pretty  quickly  too,  for  me  to  hear  their  guns 
so  distinctly.     The  atmosphère  must  be  very  clear." 
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A  second  and  a  third  shot  followed. 

"  Bravo  !  "  again  exclaimed  the  boatswain  ;  "  they 
must  hâve  fallen  in  luck's  way !" 

But  when  three  more  shots  came  in  rapid  succession, 
the  old  man  turned  pale,  and  a  horrible  thought  crossed 
his  mind,  which  made  him  rush  out  and  climb  hastily 
to  the  top  of  the  cône.  He  shuddered  at  the  sight 
which  met  his  eyes.  The  three  hunters,  followed  by 
Duk,  were  tearing  home  at  full  speed,  followed  by  the 
five  huge  bears  !  Their  six  balls  had  evidently  taken 
no  effect,  and  the  terrible  monsters  were  close  on  their 
heels.  Hatteras,  who  brought  up  the  rear,  could  only 
manage  to  keep  ofF  his  pursuers  by  flinging  down  one 
article  after  another — first  his  cap,  then  his  hatchet,  and, 
finally,  his  gun.  He  knew  that  the  inquisitive  bears 
would  stop  and  examine  every  object,  sniffing  ail  round 
it,  and  this  gave  him  a  little  time,  otherwise  he  could 
not  hâve  escaped,  for  thèse  animais  outstrip  the  fleetest 
horse,  and  one  monster  was  so  near  that  Hatteras  had 
to  brandish  his  knife  vigorously,  to  ward  ofF  a  tre- 
mendous  blow  of  his  paw. 

At  last,  though  panting  and  out  of  breath,  the  three 
men  reached  Johnson  safely,  and  slid  down  the  rock 
with  him  into  the  snow-house.  The  bears  stopped 
short  on  the  upper  plateau,  and  Hatteras  and  his  com- 
pariions  lost  no  time  in  barring  and  barricading  them 
out 

"  Hère  we  are  at  last  !  "  exclaimed  Hatteras  ;  "  we 
can  défend  ourselves  better  now.    It  is  five  against  five/' 

"  Four  !  ''  said  Johnson  in  a  frightened  voice. 


m- 
|t!r 


'^ 


'  flatteras  could  only  manage  to  keep  off  hia  pursuers  by  flinging  aown  one 
article  after  another."— P.  120. 
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"  The  Doctor  !  '*  repliée!  Johnson,  pointing  to  the 
empty  sitting-room. 

"  Well,  he  is  in  Isle  Johnson/' 

"  A  bad  job  for  him,"  said  Bell. 

"  But  we  can't  leave  him  to  his  fate,  in  this  fashion," 
said  Altamont. 

"No;  let's  be  off  to  find  him  at  once/*  replied 
Hatteras. 


He  opened  the  door,  but  soon  shut  it,  narrowly 
escaping  a  bear's  hug. 

"They  are  the:e  !  "  he  exclaimed. 

"  AH  ?  "  asked  Bell. 

"The  whole  pack." 

Altamont  rushed  to  the  vvindows,  and  began  to  fîll 
up  the  deep  embrasure  with  blocks  of  ice,  which  he 
broke  off  the  walls  of  the  house. 

His  companions  followed  his  example  silently.  Not 
a  Sound  was  heard  but  the  low,  deep  growl  of  Duk, 
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To  tell  the  simple  tnith,  however,  it  was  not  their 
ovvn  danger  that  occupied  their  thoughts,  but  their 
absent  friend,  the  Doctor's.  It  was  for  him  they 
trenibled,  not  for  themselves.  Poor  Clawbonny,  so 
good  and  devoted  as  hc  had  been  to  every  member  of 
the  little  colony  !  T'his  was  the  first  time  they  had 
bcen  separated  froni  him.  Extremii  péril,  and  most 
likely  a  frightfui  death  awaited  hini,  for  he  might  rctiirn 


iinsuspectingly  to  Fort  Providence,  and  find  himself  in 
the  power  of  thèse  ferocious  animais. 

"  And  yet/*  said  Johnson,  "  unless  I  am  much 
mistaken,  he  must  be  on  guard.  Your  repeated  shots 
cannot  but  hâve  warned  him.  He  must  surely  be 
aware  that  something  unusual  has  happened." 

"But  suppose  he  was  too  far  away  to  hear 
them,"   replied    Altamont,    "or    has   not   understood 
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the   cause    of  them  ?     Tt   is   tcn  chp  to   one    but 

he'll  corne  quickly  back,  ncvcr  imagining  thc  danger. 
The  bears  are  screened  from  sight  by  the  crag  coni- 
pletely." 

"  VVe  must  get  rid  of  them  before  he  coiiies/'  said 
Hatteras. 

"But  how?"asked  Bell. 

Tt  was  diflficult  to  reply  to  this,  for  a  sortie  was  out 


of  the  question.  They  1  ad  taken  care  to  barricade  the 
entrance  passage,  but  the  bears  could  easily  find  a  way 
in  if  they  chose.  So  it  was  thought  advisable  to  keep 
a  close  watch  on  their  movements  outside,  by  listening 
attentively  in  eaçh  room,  so  as  to  be  able  to  resist  ail 
attempts  at  invasion.  They  could  hear  them  distinctly 
prowling  about,  growling  and  scraping  the  walls  with 
their  enormous  paws. 
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Howevcr,  sonic  action  niust  be  taken  speedily,  for 
time  was  passing.  Altamont  resolved  to  try  a  port-hole 
through  which  he  might  fire  on  his  assailants.  He  had 
soon  scoopcd  ont  a  hole  in  the  wall,  but  his  gun  was 
hardly  pushed  through,  when  it  was  seized  with  irrésis- 
tible force,  and  wrested  froin  his  grasp  before  he  could 
even  fire. 

"  Confound  it  !  "  he  exclaimea,  "  wc're  no  match 
for  theni." 

And  he  hastened  to  stop  up  the  breach  as  fast  as 
possible. 

This  State  of  things  had  lasted  upwards  of  an  hour, 
and  there  seemed  no  prospect  of  a  termination.  The 
question  of  a  sortie  began  now  to  be  seriously  discussed. 
There  was  little  chance  of  success,  as  the  bears  could 
not  be  attacked  separately,  but  Hatteras  and  his  com- 
panions  had  grown  so  impatient,  and  it  must  be  cou- 
fessed  were  also  so  much  ashamed  of  being  kept  in 
prison  by  beasts,  that  they  would  even  hâve  dared  the 
risk  if  the  captain  had  not  suddenly  thought  of  a  new 
mode  of  defence. 

He  took  Johnson's  furnace-poker,  and  thrust  it  into 
the  stove  while  he  made  an  opening  in  the  soow  wall, 
or  rather  a  partial  opening,  for  he  left  a  thin  sheet  of 
ice  on  the  outer  side.  As  soon  as  the  poker  was  red 
hot,  he  said  to  his  comrades  who  stood  eagerly  watching 
him,  wondering  what  he  was  going  to  do — 

"This  red-hot  bar  will  keep  ofF  the  bears  when  they 
try  to  get  hold  of  it,  and  we  shall  be  able  easily  to  fire 
acrcss  it  without  letting  them  snatch  away  our  guns/' 
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A  good  idea/*  said  Bcll,  posting 
Altamont. 

Hatteras  withdrew  the  poker,  and  instantly  plungcd 
it  in  the  walI.  The  mclting  snow  made  a  loud  hissing 
noise,  and  two  bcars  ran  and  made  a  snatch  at  the 
glowing  bar;  but  they  fcll  back  with  a  terrible  howi, 
and  at  the  same  moment  four  shots  resounded,  one 
after  the  other. 

"  Hit  !  "  exclaimed  Altamont. 

"  Hit  !  "  echoed  Bell. 

"  Let  us  repeat  the  dose/'  said  Hatteras,  carefully 
stopping  up  the  opening  meantime. 

The  poker  was  again  thrust  into  the  fire,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  was  ready  for  Hatteras  to  recommence 
opérations. 

Altamont  and  Bell  reloaded  their  guns,  and  took  their 
places;  but  this  time  the  poker would  not  pass  through. 

*'  Confound  the  beasts  1  "  exclaimed  the  impetuous 
American. 

"  What's  the  matter  ?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"  What's  the  matter  ?  Why,  those  plaguey  animais 
are  piling  up  block  after  block,  intending  to  bury  us 
alive  !  *' 

"  Impossible  !  " 

"  Look  for  yourself  ;  the  poker  can't  get  through.  I 
déclare  it  is  getting  absurd  now." 

Tt  was  worse  than  absurd,  it  was  alarming.  Things 
grew  worse.  It  was  évident  that  the  bears  meant  to 
stifle  their  prey,  for  the  sagacious  animais  were  heaping 
up  huge  masses,  which  would  make  escape  impossible. 
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"  It  is  too  bad/'  said  old  Johnson,  with  a  mortified 


look.     "  Oue  might  put  up  with  men,  but  beai  3  !  " 
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Tvvo  hours  elapscd  withoiit  bringing  any  relief  to 
the  prisoners  ;  to  go  ont  was  impossible,  and  the  thiek 
wails  excluded  ail  souiid.  Altamont  walked  impaticntly 
up  and  down  full  of  exaspération  and  excitenicnt  at 
(inding  himself  vvorsted  for  once.  Hatteras  could  think 
of  nothing  but  the  Doctor,  and  of  the  serions  péril 
which  threaiened  him. 
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Oh,  if  Mr.  Clawbonny  wcrc  only  hcre  !  "  said 
Johnson. 

"  What  could  he  do  ?  "  asked  Altamont. 

"  Oh,  he*d  manage  to  get  us  ont  somehow.'' 

"  How,  pray  ?  "  said  the  American,  crossly. 

"  Tf  I  knew  that  I  should  not  need  him.  However, 
I  know  what  his  advice  just  now  would  be." 

"What?'' 
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"  To  take  some  food  ;  that  can't  hurt  us.  What  do 
you  say,  Mr.  Altamont  ?  *' 

"  Oh,  let's  eat,  by  ail  means,  if  that  will  please  you, 
though  we're  in  a  ridiculous,  not  to  say  humiliating, 
plight." 

"  l'Il  bet  you  we'JI  find  a  way  out  after  dinner." 

No  one  replied,  but  they  seated  themselves  round 
the  table. 


Johnson,  trained  in  Clawbonny*s  school,  tried  to  be 
brave  and  unconcerned  about  the  danger,  but  he  could 
scarcely  manage  it.  His  jokes  stuck  in  his  throat. 
Moreover,  the  whole  party  began  to  feel  uncomfortable. 
The  atmosphère  was  getting  dense,  for  every  opening 
was  hermetically  sealed.  The  stoves  would  hardly  draw, 
and  it  was  évident  would  soon  go  out  altogether  for 
want  of  oxygen. 

Hatteras  was  the  first  to  see  their  fresh  danger,  and 
he  made  no  attempt  to  hide  it  from  his  companions. 
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"  If  that  is  the  case/'  said  Altamont,  "  we  must  get 
out  at  ail  risks/' 

"Yes/'  replied  Hatteras;  "but  let  us  wait  tiil 
night.  We  will  make  a  hole  in  the  roof,  and  let  in  a 
provision  of  air,  and  then  one  of  us  can  lire  out  of  it 
on  the  bears." 

"  It  is  the  only  thing  we  can  do,  I  suppose/'  said 
Altamont. 

So  it  was  agreed  ;  but  waiting  was  hard  work,  and 
Altamont  could  not  refrain  from  giving  vent  to  his 
impatience  by  thundering  malédictions  on  the  bears, 
and  abusing  the  ill  fate  which  had  piaced  them  in  such 
an  awkward  and  humbling  predicament.  "  It  was 
beasts  versus  men/'  he  said,  "  and  certainly  the  men 
eut  a  pretty  figure/'  *      . 
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NiGHT  drew  on,  and  the  lamp  in  the  sitting-room 
already  began  to  burn  dim  for  want  of  oxygen. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  final  arrangements  were  com- 
pleted,  and  ail  that  remained  to  do  was  to  make  an 
opening  in  the  roof. 

They  had  been  working  away  at  this  for  some 
minutes,  and  Bell  was  showing  himself  quite  an  adept 
in  the  business,  wben  Johnson,  who  had  been  keeping 
watch  in  the  sleeping  room,  came  hurriedly  in  to  his 
companions,  pulling  such  a  long  face,  that  the  captain 
asked  immediately  what  was  the  matter  ? 

"  Nothing  exactly,"  said  the  old  sailor,  ''  and 
yet " 

"  Come,  out  with  it  !  "  exclaimed  Altamont. 

''  Hush  !  don^t  you  hear  a  peculiar  noise  ?  " 

'Where?^' 

"  Hère,  on  this  side,  on  the  wall  of  the  room/' 

Bell  stopped  working,  and  listened  attentively  like 
the  rest.  Johnson  was  right;  a  noise  there  certainly 
was  on  the  side  wall,  as  if  some  one  were  cutting  the  ice. 

"  Don't  you  hear  it  ?  "  repeated  Johnson. 
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Hear  it  ?     Yes,  plain  enough/'  replied  Altamont. 

"  Is  it  the  bears  ?  "  asked  Bell. 

"  Most  assuredly."  ^ 

"  Well,  they  hâve  changed  their  tactics,"  said  old 
Johnson,  "  and  given  up  the  idea  of  suffocating  us/' 

"  Or  may  be  they  suppose  we  are  suffbcated  by 
now/*  suggested  the  American,  getting  furious  at  his 
invisible  enemies. 

"  They  are  going  to  attack  us/'  said  Bell. 

'^  Well,  vvhat  of  it  ?  "  returned  Hatteras. 

"We  shall  hâve  a  hand-to-hand  struggle,  that's 
ail/' 

"  And  so  much  the  better/'  added  Altamont  ;  "that's 
far  more  to  my  taste  ;  I  hâve  had  enough  of  invisible 
foes — let  me  see  my  antagonist,  and  tlien  I  can  fîght 
him/' 

"  Ay,"  said  Johnson  ;  "  but  not  with  guns.  They 
would  be  useless  hère.'* 

"With  knife  and  hatchet  then/'  returned  the 
American. 

The  noise  increased,  and  it  was  évident  that  the 
point  of  attack  was  the  angle  of  the  wall  formed  by  its 
junction  with  the  clifF. 

"  They  are  hardly  six  feet  ofF  now,"  said  the  boat- 
swain. 

"  Right,  Johnson  !  '*  replied  Altamont  ;  "  but  we 
bave  time  enough  to  be  ready  for  them/' 

And  seizing  a  hatchet,  he  placed  himself  in  fighting 
attitude,  planting  his  right  foot  fîrmly  forward  and 
throwing  himself  back. 
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Hatteras  and  thc  others  followed  his  example,  and 
Johnson  took  care  to  load  a  gun  in  case  of  necessity. 

Every  minute  the  sound  came  nearer,  till  at  last 
only  a  thin  coating  separated  then:  from  their  assailants. 

Presently  this  gave  way  with  a  loud  crack,  and  a 
huge  dark  mass  rolled  over  into  the  room. 

Altamont  had  already  swung  his  hatchet  to  strike, 
when  he  was  arrested  by  a  well-known  voice^  ex- 
claiming — 

'^  For  Heavcn's  sake,  stop  !  " 

'^  The  Doctor  !  the  Doctor  !  ''  cried  Johnson. 

And  the  Doctor  it  actually  was  who  had  tumbled  in 
aniong  them  in  such  undignified  fashion. 

"  How  do  ye  do,  good  friends  ?  "  he  said,  picking 
himself  smartly  up. 

His  companions  stood  stupefied  for  a  moment,  but 
joy  soon  loosened  their  longues,  and  each  nished 
eagerly  forward  to  welcome  his  old  comrade  with  a 
loving  embrace.  Hatteras  was  for  once  fairly  overcome 
with  émotion,  and  positively  hugged  him  like  a  child. 

"And  is  it  really  you,  Mr.  Clawbonny?^'  said 
Johnson. 

"  Myself  and  nobody  else,  my  old  fellow.  I  assure 
you  ï  hâve  been  far  more  uneasy  about  you  than  you 
could  hâve  been  about  me.'^ 

"  But  how  did  you  know  we  had  been  attacked  by  a 
troop  of  bears  ?  "  askcd  Altamont.  "  VVhat  we  werc 
most  afraid  of  was  that  you  would  come  quickly  back  to 
Fort  Providence,  ncver  dreaming  of  danger." 

"  Oh,  I  saw  it  ail.     Your  repeated  shots  gave  me 


The  Mine. 


133 


the  alarm.  When  you  commenced  firing  I  was  beside 
the  wreck  of  the  Porpoise,  but  I  climbed  up  a  hummock, 
and  discovered  five  bears  close  on  your  hcels.  Oh,  how 
anxious  I  was  for  you  !  But  when  I  saw  you  disappcar 
down  the  cHff,  while  the  bears  stood  hesitating  on  the 
edge,  as  if  uncertain  what  to  do,  I  feit  sure  that  you  had 
managed  to  get  safely  inside  the  house  and  barricade  it. 
I  crept  cautiously  nearer,  sometimes  going  on  all-fours, 
sometimes  sHpping  betwcen  grcat  blocks  of  ice,  till  I 
came  at  last  quite  close  to  our  fort,  and  then  I  found 
the  bears  working  away  like  beavers.  They  were  prowl- 
ing  about  the  snow,  and  dragging  enormous  blocks  of  icc 
towards  the  house,  piling  them  up  like  a  wall,  evidentiy 
intending  to  bury  you  alive.  It  is  a  lucky  thing  they 
did  not  take  it  into  their  heads  to  dash  down  the  blocks 
from  the  summit  of  the  cône,  for  you  must  hâve  becn 
crushed  inevitably." 

"  But  what  danger  you  were  in,  Mr.  Clawbonny,'' 
said  Bell.  "Any  moment  they  might  hâve  turncd 
round  and  attacked  you." 

"They  never  thought  of  it  even.  Johnson's  Green- 
land  dogs  came  in  sight  several  times,  but  they  did  not 
take  the  trouble  to  go  after  them.  No,  they  imagined 
themselves  sure  of  a  more  savoury  supper  !  '^ 

"  Thanks  for  the  compliment  !  "  said  Altamont, 
laughing. 

"  Oh,  there  is  nothing  to  be  proud  of,  When  I  saw 
what  the  bears  were  up  to,  I  determined  to  get  back  to 
you  by  some  means  or  other.  I  waited  till  night,  but  as 
soon  as  it  got  dark  I  glided  noiselessly  along  towards 
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the  powder-magazine.  I  had  my  reasons  for  choosing 
that  point  from  which  to  worK  my  way  hither,  and  I 
speedily  commcnced  opérations  with  my  snow-knifc. 
A  famous  tool  it  is.  For  three  mortal  hours  I  havc 
been  hacking  and  heaving  away,  but  hcre  I  am  at  last 
tired  enough  and  starving,  but  still  safe  hère/' 

"To  sharc  '^>ur  fatj  !  "  said  Altamont. 

"  No,  to  save  you  ail  ;  but,  for  any  sake,  give  me  a 
biscuit  and  a  bit  of  mcat,  for  I  fcel  sinking  for  want  of 
food/' 

A  substantial  mea!  was  soon  before  hjm,  but  the 
vivacious  lii;tle  man  could  talk  ail  tb.p  while  hc  was 
cat'ng,  and  was  quite  ready  to  answer  any  questions. 

"Did  yv^u  say  to  save  îis  ?  '*  askcd  Bell. 

"  Most  assuredly  !  "  was  the  reply. 

"  V/ell,  certainly,  if  you  found  your  way  in,  we  can 
find  cur  way  out  by  the  same  road." 

"  A  likely  story,  and  leave  the  fleld  clear  for  the 
«vhole  pack  to  come  in  and  find  out  our  stores.  Pretty 
havoc  they  would  make  !  " 

No,  we  must  stay  here,^'  said  Hatteras. 
Of  course  we  mast,"  replif^^d   Clawbonn}^    "but 
we'll  get  rid  of  the  bea rs  for  ail  that." 

"  I  told  you  so,"  said  Johnson,  rubbing  his  hands. 
"  I  knew  nothing  was  hopeless  if  Mr.  Clawbonny  was 
hère;  he  lias  always  some  expédient  in  his  wise 
head." 

"  My  poor  head  is  very  empty,  ï  fear,  but  by  dint  of 
rummaging  perhaps  I ^' 

" Doctor,"  interrujted  Altamont,  ''  I  suppose  there 
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is  no  fear  of  the  bears  getting  in  by  the  passage  you 
hâve  made?'' 

"  No,  I  took  care  to  stop  up  the  openlng  thoroughiy, 
and  now  we  can  reach  the  powdcr- magazine  without 
letting  them  see  us." 

"  Ail  right  ;  and  now  will  you  let  us  hâve  your  plan 
of  gctting  rid  of  thèse  comical  assailants  ?" 


"  My  plan  is  quite  simple,  and  part  of  the  work  is 
donc  already." 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?  " 

"  You   shall   see.      But    I    am   forgetting    that    I 
brought  a  companion  with  me." 

"  What  do  you  say  ?  "  said  Johnson. 
'  "  I  hâve  a  companion  to  introduce  to  you,"  rcplicd 
the   Doctor,  going   out   again  into   the   passage,   and 
bringing  back  a  dead  fox,  newly  killed. 
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''Islu     it  this  morning,"  hc  coiitinuccl,  "and  nc\cr 
Uid  fox  corne  more  opportunely/^ 

"  Wliat  on  eartlî  do  you  niean  ?  "  asked  Altaniont. 

"  I  nican  to  blow  up  the  bears  en  viasse  with  100  Ihs. 
uf  powder/' 

''  But  where  is  thc  powder  ?  "  exclaimcd  lus  friends. 

"  In  the  magazine.  This  passage  will  lead  to  it.  I 
made  it  purposcly." 

"  And  w  hert  is  the  mine  to  be  ?  "  in(|uired 
Akamont. 

"  At  the  furthcst  point  from  the  house  and  stores/' 

''  And  how  will  you  manage  to  cntice  the  bears 
thcre,  ail  to  one  spot .-'  '' 

"  l'il  undertake  that  business;  but  \vc  hâve  talked 
enough^  let  us  set  to  work.  \Ve  bave  a  hundred  fect 
more  to  add  to  our  passage  to-night,  and  that  is  no  easy 
matter  j  but  as  thcre  are  five  rjf  us,  we  can  take  tunis 
at  it.  Bell  will  Ijegin,  and  we  will  he  down  and  sleep 
meantime.^' 

''  Well,  really,"  said  Johnson,  "  the  more  I  think  of 
it,  the  more  feasible  seems  the  Doctor's  plan.^" 

''  It  is  a  sure  one,  anyway,"  said  Clawbonny. 

ff  So  sure  that  I  can  feel  the  bear's  fur  already  on 
my  shoulder.     Well,  comc,  let's  begin  then/' 

Away  he  went  into  the  gluomy  passage,  followed  by 
Bell,  and  in  a  few  moments  they  had  reached  the 
powder-magazine,  and  stood  among  the  well-arranged 
barrels.  The  Doctor  pointed  out  to  his  companion  the 
exact  spot  where  he  bec:an  excav 


'atmg, 


to  his  task,  at  which  he  laboured  diligently  for  about  an 


The  Mine. 


137 


lioiir,  whcn  Altaniont  came  to  rdievc  hiin.  Ail  tlie 
snovv  he  had  dug  ont  vvas  takcn  to  thc  kitchcn  ;ind 
incltcd,  tn  prcvent  its  taking  up  rooiii. 

Thc  captain  succccdcd  Altainoiit,  and  vvas  fol- 
lowed  by  Johnson.  In  tcn  hours—  uiat  is  to  say,  about 
L'ight  in  thc  morning — the  gallcry  was  cntircly  opcn. 

With  the  first  streak  of  day,  thc  Doctor  was  up  to 
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reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  patient 
animais  were  still  occupying  their  old  position,  prowling 
iip  and  down  and  growling.  The  house  had  already 
almost  disappcared  beneath  the  piled-up  blocks  of  ice; 
but  even  while  he  gazed  a  council  of  war  seemed  being 
held,  which  evidently  resulted  in  the  détermination  to 
al  ter  the  plan  of  action,  for  snddenly  ail  the  five  bears 
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began  vigorously  to  pull  down  thèse  same  heaped-up 
blocks. 

*'  What  arc  thcy  about  ?  "  asked  Hattcras,  who  was 
standing  besidc  him. 

"  Wcll,  they  look  to  me  to  be  bcnt  on  demolishing 
their  own  work,  and  gctting  right  down  to  us  as  fast  as 
possible  ;  but  wait  a  bit,  my  gentlemen,  we'll  demolish 
you  first.     lïowever,  we  bave  not  a  minute  to  lose/' 

Hastening  away  to  the  mine,  hc  had  the  chamber 
where  the  powder  was  to  be  lodged  enlarged  the  whole 
breadth  and  height  of  the  sloping  rock  against  which 
the  wall  Icaned,  till  the  upper  part  was  about  a  foot 
thick,  and  had  to  be  propped  up  to  prevcnt  its  falling 
in.  A  strong  stake  was  fixcd  firmîy  on  the  granité 
Foundation,  on  the  top  of  which  the  dead  fox  was 
fastened.  A  rope  was  attached  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
stake,  sufficiently  long  to  reach  the  powder  stores. 

"This  is  the  bait,"  he  said,  pointing  to  the  dead 
fox,  "and  hère  is  the  mine,"  he  added,  rolling  in  a  keg 
of  powder  containing  about  100  Ibs. 

"  But,  Doctor,^^  said  Hattcras,  "  won*t  that  blow  us 
up  too,  as  wcll  as  the  bears  ?  '* 

"  No,  we  shall  be  too  far  from  the  scène  of  explo- 
sion. Besides,  our  house  is  solid,  and  we  can  soon 
repair  the  walls  even  if  they  should  get  a  bit  shaken.'^ 

"  An  how  do  you  propose  to  manage  ?  "  asked 
Altamont. 

"  Sec  !  By  hauling  in  this  rope  we  lower  the  post 
which  props  up  the  roof,  and  make  it  give  way,  and 
bring  up  the  dead  fox  to  light,  and  I  think  you  will 
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agrcc  with  me  that  the  bcars  arc  so  famishcd  with  thcir 
long  fasting,  that  tlicy  vvon't  losc  much  time  in  rushing 
towards  their  uncxpectetl  meal.  Well,  just  at  that  very 
moment,  I  shall  set  fire  to  the  mine,  and  blow  up  both 
the  guests  and  the  meal." 

"  Capital  !    Capital  !  **   shouted  Johnson,  who  had 
been  listening  with  intense  interest. 


Hatteras  said  nothing,  for  he  had  such  absolutc 
confidence  in  his  friend  that  he  wanted  no  further 
explanation.  But  Altamont  must  know  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  everything/' 

"But  Doctor,*'  he  said,  ''can  you  reckon  on  your 
match  so  exactly  that  you  can  bc  quite  sure  it  will  fire 
the  mine  at  the  right  moment  ?  ** 
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"  I  don't  need  to  reckon  at  ail  ;  that's  a  difficulty 
easily  got  over." 

"  Theii  you  hâve  a  match  a  hundred  feet  long  ?  " 


"  No." 


(( 


You  are  simply  going  to  lay  a  train  of  powder." 

"No,  that  might  miss  fire." 

"'  Well,  thcire  is  no  way  then  but  for  one  of  us  to 
dévote  his  life  to  the  others,  and  go  and  light  the 
powder  himself." 

"  Pm  ready/'  said  Johnson,  eagerly,  "  icady  and 
willing." 

"  Quite  useless  my  brave  fellovv,"  replied  the 
Doctor,  holding  out  his  hand.  "  Ail  our  livcs  arc 
precious,  and  they  will  be  ail  spared,  thank  God  !  " 

"  Well,  T  give  it  up  !  ''  said  the  American.  "  l'II 
make  no  more  guesses." 

"  I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the  good  of  learning 
physics,"  said  the  Doctor,  smiling,  '^  if  they  can't  help 
a  man  at  a  pinch  like  this.  Haven't  we  an  electric 
battery,  and  long  enough  lines  attached  to  it  to  serve 
our  purpose?  We  can  fire  our  mine  whenever  we 
please  in  an  instant,  and  without  the  slightest  danger." 

"  Hurrah  !  "  exclaimed  Johnson. 

"  Hurrah  !  ''  echoed  the  others,  without  hceding 
whether  the  enemy  heard  them  or  not. 

The  Doctor's  idea  was  immediately  carried  out,  and 
the  Connecting  lines  uncoiled  and  laid  down  from  the 
house  to  the  chamber  of  the  mine,  one  end  of  each  re- 
maining  attached  to  the  electric  pile,  and  the  other 
inserted  into  the  keg  of  powder. 
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By  nine  o'clock  everything  was  ready.  It  was  high 
time,  for  the  bears  were  furiously  engagée!  in  the  work 
of  démolition.  Johnson  was  stationed  in  the  powder- 
magazine,  in  charge  of  the  cord  which  held  the  hait. 

"  Now,"  said  Clawbonny  to  his  companions,  "load 
your  gun&j  in  case  our  assailants  are  not  killed.     Stand 


beside  Johnson,  and  the  moment  the  explosion  is  over 
rush  ont." 

"  Ail  right,"  said  Altamont. 

*'  And  now  \ve  hâve  done  ail  we  can  to  help  our- 
selves.     So  may  Heaven  help  us  !  " 

Hattera?,  Altamont,  and  Bell  repaired  to  the  powder- 
magazine,  while  the  Doctor  remained  alone  beside  the 
pile. 
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Soon  he  heard  Johnson's  voice  in  the  distance 
calling  out  "  Ready." 

"  Ail  right,"  was  the  reply. 

Johnson  pulled  his  rope  vigorously,  and  then  rushed 
to  the  loop-hole  to  see  the  efFect.  The  thin  shell  of  ice 
had  given  way,  and  the  body  of  the  fox  lay  among  the 
ruins.  The  bears  were  somewhat  scared  at  first,  but 
the  next  minute  had  eagerly  rushed  to  seize  the  booty. 

"  Fire  !  "  called  out  Johnson,  and  at  once  the 
electric  spark  was  sent  along  the  lines  right  into  the 
keg  of  powder.  A  formidable  explosion  ensued  j  the 
ho  use  was  shaken  as  if  by  an  earthquake,  and  the  walls 
cracked  asunder.  Hatteras,  Altamont,  and  Bell  hurried 
out  with  the  guns,  but  they  might  spare  their  shot,  for 
four  of  the  bears  lay  deadj  and  the  fîfth,  half  roasted, 
though  alive,  was  scampering  away  in  terror  as  fast  as 
his  legs  could  carry  him. 

'*  Hurrah  !  Three  cheers  for  Clawbonny,''  they 
shouted  and  overwhelmed  the  Doctor  with  plaudits  and 
thanks. 


Il 


^ 
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AN    ARCTIC   SPRING. 


The  prisoners  were  free,  and  their  joy  found  vent  in 
the  noisiest  démonstrations.  They  employed  the  rest 
of  the  day  in  repairing  the  house,  which  had  suflfered 
greatly  by  the  explosion.  They  cleared  away  the  blocks 
piled  up  by  the  animais,  and  filled  up  the  rents  in 
the  walls,  working  with  might  and  main,  enlivened  by 
the  many  songs  of  old  Johnson. 

Next  morning  there  was  a  singular  rise  in  the  tem- 
pérature, the  thermometer  going  up  to  15°  above  zéro. 

This  comparative  beat  lasted  several  days.  In 
sheltered  spots  the  glass  rose  as  high  as  31^,  and 
symptoms  of  a  thaw  appeared. 

The  ice  began  to  crack  hère  and  there,  and  jets  of 
sait  water  were  thrown  up,  like  fountains  in  an  English 
park.     A  few  days  later,  the  rain  fell  in  torrents. 

Thick  vapour  rose  from  the  snow,  giving  promise 
of  the  speedy  disappearance  of  thèse  immense  masses. 
The  sun's  pale  dise  became  deeper  in  colour,  and 
remained  longer  above  the  horizon,  The  night  was 
scarcely  longer  than  three  hours. 
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Other  tokens  of  spring's  approach  were  iîianifc>t 


of  eqiial  significance  ;  the  birds  were  returniiig  in  flocks, 
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and  theair  resounded  with  thcir  deafcning  cries.  Ilares 
were  seen  on  the  shorc3  of  the  bay,  and  niice  in  siich 
abundance  that  their  burrows  completcly  honcyconibcd 
the  ground. 

The  Doctor  drew  the  attention  of  his  conipanions 
to  the  fact,  that  ahnost  ail  thèse  animais  were  beirinnin 


to  lose  their  white  winter  dress,  and  would  soon  put 
on  summer  attire;  while  nature  was  already  providing 
mosses,  and  poppies,  and  saxifragas,  and  short  grass 
for  their  sastenance.     A  new  world  lay  beneath  that 


melting  snow. 


But  with  thèse  inoffensive  animais  came  back  their 
natural  enemies.  Foxes  and  wolves  arrived  in  scarch 
of  their  prey,  and  dismal  howls  broke  the  silence  of 
the  short  night. 
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Arctic  wolves  closely  resemble  dogs,  and  their 
barking  would  deceivc  the  nriost  practised  ears  ;  even 
the  canine  race  themselves  hâve  been  deceived  by  it. 
^ndeed,  it  seems  as  if  the  wily  animais  employed  this 
ruse  to  attract  the  dogs,  and  make  them  their  prey. 
Several  navigators  hâve  mentioned  the  fact,  and  the 
Doctor's  own  expérience  confirmed  it.  Johnson  took 
care  not  to  let  his  Greenlanders  loose  ;  of  Duk  there 
was  little  fear  :  nothing  could  take  him  in. 

For  about  a  fortnight  hunting  was  the  principal 
occupation.  There  was  an  abundant  supply  of  frcsh 
méat  to  be  had.  They  shot  partridges,  ptarmigans, 
and  snow  ortolans,  which  are  delicious  eating.  The 
hunters  never  vvent  far  from  Fort  Providence,  for  game 
was  so  plentiful  that  it  seemed  waiting  their  guns,  and 
the  whole  bay  presented  an  animated  appearance. 

The  thaw,  meanwhile,  was  making  rapid  progress. 
The  thermometer  stood  steadily  at  33^  above  zéro,  and 
the  water  ran  down  the  mountain  sides  in  cataracts, 
and  dashed  in  torrents  through  the  ravines. 

The  Doctor  lost  no  time  in  clearing  about  an  acre 
of  ground,  in  which  he  sowed  the  seeds  of  anti-scorbutic 
plants.  He  just  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  tiny  little 
green  leaves  begin  to  sprout,  when  the  cold  returned  in 
full  force. 

In  a  single  night,  the  thermometer  lost  nearly  40°; 
it  went  down  to  8°  below  zéro.  Everything  was 
frozen — birds,  quadrupeds,  amphibia  disappeared  as  if 
by  magie  ;  seal-holes  reclosed,  and  the  ice  once  more 
became  hard  as  granité. 
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The  change  was  most  striking;  it  occuriv-d  on  the 
i8th  of  May,  during  the  night.  The  Doctor  was 
rather  disappointed  at  having  ail  his  work  to  do 
again,  but  Hatteras  bore  the  grievance  most  unphilo- 
sophically,  as  it  interfered  with  ail  his  plaiiî^  of  speedy 
departure. 


iTrt 


"Do  you  think  we  shall  hâve  a  long  spell  of  this 
weather,  Mr.  Clawbonny?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"No,  my  friend,  I  don'tj  it  is  a  last  blow  from  the 
cold.  You  see  thèse  are  his  dominions,  and  he  won't 
be  drivcn  out  without  making  some  résistance." 

"  He  can  défend  hlmself  pretty  well,"  said  Bell, 
rubbing  his  face. 

"Yes;  but  I  ought  to  bave  waited,  and  not  bave 
wasted  my  seed  like  an  igncamus  ;  and  ail  the  more 
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as  I  could,  if  neccssarv,  hâve  made  them  sprout  by  the 
kitcheii  stoves." 

"  But  do  you  mcan  to  say/*  askcd  Altaniont,  '"  that 
you  niight  havc  anticipated  thc  suddcn  change." 

"  Of  cour  >e,  and  without  being  a  wizard.  T  ngLt 
to  hr.\  p.  ,  ..''y  seed  (Uider  rhe  protection  of  Saint 
Paacrttiiis  ai.!  the  other  two  saints,  whose  fête  days 
fall  this  month/ 

"  Absurd  !  Pray  tell  me  what  they  hâve  to  do  with 
it  ?  What  influence  can  thcy  possibly  hâve  on  the 
température  ?  " 

'•^  An  immense  one,   if  we  are  to  belie^e  horticuî 
turists,  who  call  them  the  patron  saints  of  the  frost." 
"  And  for  what  reason  ?  " 

'^Because  generally  there  is  a  periodical  frost  in  the 
month  of  May,  and  it  is  coldest  from  the  iith  to  thc 
ijth.     That  is  the  fact  ?  " 

"And  hovv  is  it  explained  ?  ** 

"  In  two  ways.  Some  say  that  a  larger  number  of 
asteroids  come  between  the  earth  and  the  sun  at  this 
time  of  year,  and  others  that  the  mère  melting  of  thc 
snow  necessarily  absorbs  a  large  amount  of  beat,  and 
accounts  for  the  low  température.  Both  théories  are 
plausible  enough,  but  the  fact  remains  whichever  we 
accept,  and  I  ought  to  bave  remembered  it/' 

The  Doctor  was  right,  for  the  cold  lasted  till  the 
end  of  the  month,  and  put  an  end  to  ail  their  hunting 
expéditions.  The  old  moi>otonous  life  in-doors  re- 
commenced,  and  was  unmarked  by  any  incident  except 
a  serious  illness  which  suddenly  attacked  Bell.     This 
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was  violent  ninsy,  but,  under  thc  Doctof's  skilful 
treatmc  jt,  it  was  soon  curcd.  Ice  was  thc  only  rcinctlv 
he  cmplovcd,  adiiiinislercd  in  sniall  picccs,  and  in 
twcntv-four  hon. à  IjcII  was  liinisclt  again. 

Dunng  this  conipulsory  Icisnrc,  CIawl)()nny  dctcr- 
niincd  to  havc  a  talk  with  thc  caj  tain  on  an  important 
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subject — the  building  of  a  sloop  out  of  the  planks  of 
the  Porpoise. 

The  Doctor  hardly  knew  how  to  begin,  as  Hatteras 
had  declared  so  vehem^ntly  that  he  would  ncver  consent 
to  use  a  morsel  of  American  wood  ;  yet  it  was  high 
time  he  were  brought  to  reason,  as  June  was  at  hand, 
the  only  season  for  distant  expéditions,  and  they  could 
not  start  without  a  ship. 

He  thought  over  it  a  long  w'^Me,  and  at  last  drew 
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the  captain  asidc^  and  said  in  the  kindcst,  gcntlest 
way — 

"  Hatteras,  do  you  bclicvc  l'm  your  friend?'' 

"Most  ccrtainly  I  do/' rcplicd  the  captain,  eainestlyj 
"  my  best,  indeed  iny  only  friend." 

"  And  if  I  give  you  a  pièce  of  advice  without  your 
asking,  will  you  consider  my  motive  is  perfectly  dis- 
interested  ?  " 

"  Yes,  for  I  know  you  hâve  never  been  actuated  by 
self-interest.     But  what  are  you  driving  at  ?  " 

"  Walt,  Hatteras,  I  hâve  one  thing  more  to  ask. 
Do  you  look  on  me  as  a  true-hearted  Englishman  likc 
yourself,  anxious  for  his  country's  glory  ?  " 

Hatteras  looked  surprised,  but  s'mply  said — 

"  I  do/' 

"  You  désire  to  reach  the  North  Pôle,"  the  Doctor 
went  on;  "and  I  understand  and  share  your  ambition, 
but  to  achieve  your  object  you  must  employ  the  right 
means." 

"  Well,  and  hâve  I  not  sacrificed  everything  for  it?'' 

"No,  Hatteras,  you  hâve  not  sacrificed  your 
Personal  antipathies.  Even  at  this  very  moment  ï 
know  you  are  in  the  mood  to  refuse  the  indispensable 
conditions  of  reaching  the  pôle." 

"Ah  !  it  is  the  boat  you  want  to  talk  about,  and 
that  man— 
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Hatteras,  let  us  discuss  the  question  calmly,  and 
examine  the  case  on  ail  sides.  The  coast  on  which  we 
find  ourselves  at  présent  may  terminate  abruptly;  we 
bave  no  proof  that  it  stretches  right  away  to  the  pôle  ; 
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indced,  if  your  présent  information  prove  correct,  wc 
ought  to  corne  to  an  open  sea  during  the  summer 
months.  Well,  supposing  we  reach  this  Arctic  Océan 
and  find  it  free  from  ice  and  easy  to  navigate,  what 
shall  we  do  if  we  hâve  no  ship  ?  " 

Hatteras  made  no  reply. 

"Tell  me,  now,  would  you  like  to  find  yourself  only 
a  few  miles  from  the  pôle  and  not  be  able  to  get  to  it  ?" 

Hatteras  still   said   nothing,  but  buried  his  head  in 
his  hands. 

"Besides/*  continued  the  Doctor,  "look  at  the 
question  in  its  moral  aspect.  Hère  is  an  Englishman 
who  sacrifices  his  fortune,  and  even  his  life,  to  win  fresh 
glory  for  his  country,  but  because  the  boat  which  bears 
him  across  an  unknown  océan,  or  touches  the  new 
shore,  happens  to  be  made  of  the  planks  of  an 
American  vessel — a  cast-away  wreck  of  no  use  to 
anyone — will  that  lessen  the  honour  of  the  discovery?  If 
you  yourself  had  found  the  hull  of  some  wrecked  vessel 
lying  deserted  on  the  shore,  would  you  hâve  hesitated 
to  make  use  of  it;  and  must  not  a  sloop  built  by 
four  Englishmen  and  manned  by  four  Englishmen  be 
English  from  keel  to  gunwale  ?" 
Hatteras  was  still  silen t. 

"  No,''  continued  Clawbonny  ;  "  the  real  truth  is,  it 
is  not  the  sloop  you  care  about  :  it  is  the  man." 

"  Yes,  Doctor,  yes,''  replied  the    captain.     "  It  is 
this  American  I  detest;  I  hâte  him  with  a  thorough 
English  hatred.     Fate  bas  thrown  him  in  my  path/' 
"To  save  you  !  '* 
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"  Vo  ruin  me.  He  sccnis  to  dcfy  me,  and  spcaks  as 
if  he  were  lord  and  master.  He  thinks  he  has  my 
destiny  in  his  hands,  and  knovvs  ail  my  projects. 
Didn't  \ve  see  the  man  in  his  truecolours  vvhen  wc  were 
giving  names  to  the  différent  coasts  ?  Has  he  ever 
avovved  his  objeet  in  coming  so  far  north  ?  You  will 
nevcr  get  out  of  my  head  that  this  man  is  not  the 
leader  of  some  expédition  sent  out  hy  tlie  American 
ujovernment." 

"  Well,  Hatteras,  suppose  it  is  so,  does  it  follow 
that  this  expédition  is  to  search  for  the  North  Pôle  ? 
May  it  not  be  to  find  the  North- West  Passage  ?  But 
anyway,  Altamont  is  in  complète  ignorance  of  our 
objeet,  for  neither  Johnson,  nor  Bell,  nor  myself,  hâve 
ever  breathed  a  word  to  him  about  it,  and  I  am  sure  you 
hâve  not." 

"  Well,  let  him  always  remain  so.'' 

"  He  must  be  told  in  the  end,  for  we  can't  leave  him 
herc  alone." 

"Why  not?  Can't  he  stay  hère  in  Fort  Providence?'' 

''  He  would  never  consent  to  that,  Hatteras  ;  and, 
moreover,  to  leave  a  man  in  that  way,  and  not  know 
whether  we  might  find  him  safe  wheu  we  came  back, 
would  be  worse  than  imprudent  :  it  would  be  inhuman. 
Altamont  will  corne  with  us  ;  he  must  come.  But  we 
need  not  disclose  our  projects  ;  let  us  tell  him  nothing, 
but  simply  build  a  sloop  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
making  a  survey  of  the  coast." 

Hatteras  could  not  bring  himself  to  consent,  but 
said —  "• 
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"  And  suppose  thc  tnan  woiî*t  allow  his  ship  to  bc 
eut  up  ?  '* 

"  In  that  case,  you  must  take  thc  law  in  your  own 
haiuls,  and  build  a  vessel  in  spitc  of  liini.*' 

*'  I  wish  to  goodness  lie  would  refuse,  then  !  ** 

*'  He  must  be  asked  bcfore  be  can  refuse.  l'Il  under- 
takc  the  askiiig,''  said  Clawbonny. 

Ile  kept  bis  word,  for  tbat  ver}'  samc  niglit,  at 
supper,  he  nianaged  to  turn  the  conversation  tovvards 
thc  subject  of  making  excursioni;  during  sunnner  for 
hydrographical  purposes. 

"  You  will  join  us,  I  suppose,  Altamont,"  he  said. 

"Of  course,"  repHed  the  American.  "  VVe  must 
know  how  far  New  America  cxtends." 

Ilatteras  looktJ  fixedly  at  bis  rival,  but  said  notbing. 

"  And  for  that  purpose,"  continued  Altamont,  "  we 
had  better  build  a  little  ship  out  of  the  remains  of  the 
Porpoise.  It  is  the  best  possible  use  we  can  make  of 
her.'' 

*'  You  hear,  Bell,"  said  the  Doctor,  eagerly.  "  We'll 
ail  set  to  work  to-morrow  morning." 


CIlAinTR  XV. 

THE    NORTH-WEST    PASSAGE. 

Next  morning,  Altamont,  Bell,  and  the  Doctor  ropaired 
to  the  Porpoise.  There  vvas  no  lack  of  wood^  for, 
shattered  as  the  old  "  thrce-master ''  had  bccn  by  the 
icebergs,  she  could  still  supply  the  principal  parts  of  a 
new  ship,  and  the  carpenter  began  his  task  inmiediately. 

In  the  end  of  May,  the  température  again  rose,  and 
spring  returned  for  good  and  ail.  Rain  fell  copiously, 
and  before  long  the  melting  snow  was  running  down 
every  little  slope  in  falls  and  cascades. 

Hatteras  could  not  contain  his  delight  at  thèse  signs 
of  a  gênerai  thaw  among  the  ice-fields,  for  an  open  sea 
would  bring  him  liberty.  At  last  he  might  hope  to 
ascertain  for  himself  whether  his  predecessors  were 
correct  ir  theii  assertions  about  a  polar  basin. 

This  was  a  fréquent  topic  of  thought  and  conversa- 
tion witii  hiîTî^  and  one  evening  when  he  was  going  over 
ail  the  old  familiar  arguments  in  support  of  his  theory, 
Altamont  took  up  the  subject,  and  declared  his  opinion 
that  the  polar  basin  extended  west  as  well  as  east.  But 
it  was  impossible  for  the  American  and  Englishman  to 
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The  carpentcr  began  histask  immediately."— F.  151. 
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talk  long  ubout  anything  without  comi ng  to  words,  so 
intensely  national  were  both.  Dr.  Kane  vvas  thc  first 
bone  oF  contention  on  this  occasion,  for  thc  j calons 
Englishman  was  unwilling  to  grant  his  rival  thc  glory 
of  being  a  discoverer,  alleging  his  belicf  that  though  thc 
brave  advcnturcr  had  gonc  far  north,  it  was  by  nierc 
chance  he  had  niadc  a  discovery. 

''Chance!^'    interruptcd    Altamont,    hotly.      "Do 


yoLi  niean  to  assert  that  it  is  not  to  Kane's  energy  and 
science  that  we  owe  his  great  discovery  ?  " 

"  I  mean  to  say  that  Dr.  Kane's  name  is  not  worth 
mentioning  in  a  country  made  illustrions  by  such  names 
as  Parry,  and  Frankhn,  and  Ross,  and  Belcher,  and 
Penny  ;  in  a  country  where  the  scas  opened  thc  North- 
West  Passage  to  an  Englishman — -McClure  !  " 
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"  McCIure  !  "  exclaimcd  the  American.  "  Well,  if 
ever  chance  favoured  anyone  it  was  that  McClure.  Do 
you  prétend  to  deny  it  ?  " 

"  I  do/'  said  Hatteras,  hecoming  quite  excited.  "  It 
was  his  courage  and  persev^erance  in  remaining  four 
vvhole  wintcrs  among  the  ice." 

"  I  believe  that,  don't  I  ?  "  said  Altamont,  snecr- 
ingly.  "  He  was  caught  among  the  bergs  and  could 
not  get  away;  but  didn't  he  aftcr  ail  abandon  his 
ship,  the  Investigator,  and  try  to  get  back  home  ? 
Besides,  putting  the  man  aside,  what  is  the  value 
of  his  discovery?  I  maintain  tliat  the  North-West 
Passage  is  still  undiscovered,  for  not  a  single  ship 
to  this  day  has  ever  sailed  from  Behring's  Straits  to 
Baffin's  Bay  1  '' 

The  fact  was  indisputable,  but  Hatteras  started  to 
his  feet,  and  said — 

"  I  will  not  permit  the  honour  of  an  English  captain 
to  be  attacked  in  my  présence  any  longer  !  " 

"  You  will  not  permit  !  ''  echoed  Altamont,  also 
springing  erect.  *^  But  thèse  are  facts,  and  it  is  out  of 
your  power  to  destroy  them  !  " 

"  Sir  !  "  shouted  Hatteras,  pale  with  rage. 

"  My  friends  !  "  interposed  the  Doctor  ;  "  pray  je 
calm.     This  is  a  scientific  point  we  are  discussing/' 

But  Hatteras  was  deaf  to  reason  now,  and  said 
angrily — 

'■'  Pli  tell  yca  the  facts,  sir." 

''  And  Fii  tell  you/'  retorted  the  irate  American. 
GentleiAien,"   said    Clawbonny,   in   a    firm   tone  ; 
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''  allow  me  to  speak,  for  I  knovv  thc  facts  of  the  case  as 


vvell  as  and  perhaps  better  tbaïi   y  ou,  and  I   can  statc 
them  impartially.'' 
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''  Yes,  yes  \"  cried  Bell  and  Johnson,  who  had  been 
anxiously  watching  the  strifc. 

"  Well,  go  on,"  said  Altamont,  finding   himself  in 
the  minority,  while   Hatteras  simply  made  a  sign    of 
acquiescence,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  Doctor  brought  a  chart  and  spread  it  ont  on  th'j 
table,  that  his  auditors  might  foliow  his  narration 
intelligibly,  and  bc  able  to  judge  the  merits  of  McClurc 
for  themselves. 

"  It  was  in  1848,"  he  said,  "that  two  vcsscls,  the 
Herald  and  the  Plover,  were  sent  out  in  search  of 
Franklin,  but  their  efforts  proving  ineffectuai,  two  others 
were  despatched  to  assist  them — the  Investigalor,  in 
command  of  McClure,  and  the  Enterprise,  in  command 
of  Captain  CoUison.  The  Investigalor  arrived  nrst  in 
Behring's  Straits,  and  without  waiting  for  her  consort, 
set  out  with  the  declared  purpose  to  find  Frai,  klin  or  the 
North-West  Passage.  The  gallant  young  officer  hopcd 
to  push  north  as  far  as  Melville  Sound,  but  just  at  the 
extremity  of  the  Strait,  he  was  stopped  by  an  insur- 
mountable  barrier  of  ice,  and  forced  to  winter  there. 
During  the  long,  dreary  months,  however,  he  and  his 
officers  undertook  a  journey  over  the  ice-fîeld,  to  make 
sure  of  its  communicating  with  Melville  Sound." 

"  Yes,  but  he  did  not  get  through,"  said  Altamont. 

"Stop  a  bit,"  replied  Clawbonny;  "as  soon  as  a 
thaw  set  in,  McClure  renewed  his  attempt  to  bring  his 
ship  into  Melville  Sound,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting 
within  twenty  miles,  when  contrary  winds  set  in,  and 
dragged  her  south  with  irrésistible  violence.    This  decided 
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the  captain  to  alter  his  course.     lîe  detennincd  to  go 


in  a  westerly  direction  ;  bat  after  a  feari'ul  struggle  with 
icebergs,  he  stuck  fast  in  the  first  of  the  séries  of  straits 
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which  end  in  Baffm^s  Bay,  and  was  obliged  to  winter 
in  Mcrcy  Bay.  His  provisions  would  only  hold  ont 
eightecn  months  longer,  but  he  would  not  give  up.  FTc 
set  ont  on  a  sledge,  and  reachcd  Melville  Island,  hoping 
to  fall  in  with  some  ship  or  other,  but  ail  he  found  in 
Winter  Harbour  was  a  cairn,  which  contained  a 
document,  stating  that  Captain  Austin's  lieutenant, 
McClintock,  had  been  therc  thc  preceding  year. 
McClure  replaced  this  document  by  another,  which 
stated  his  intention  of  returning  to  England  by  thc 
North-West  Passage  he  had  discovered,  by  Lancaster 
Sound  and  Baffin's  Bay,  and  that  in  thc  event  of  his 
not  being  heard  of,  he  might  be  looked  for  north  or  west 
of  Melville  Island.  Then  he  went  back  to  Mercy  Bay 
with  undaunted  courage,  to  pass  a  third  winter.  By  thc 
beginning  of  March  his  stock  of  provisions  was  so 
reduced  in  conséquence  of  the  utter  scarcity  of  game 
through  the  severity  of  the  season,  that  McClure  resolved 
to  send  half  his  men  to  England,  either  by  Baffin's  Bay 
or  by  McKenzie  River  and  Hudson's  Bay.  The  other 
half  would  manage  to  work  the  vessel  to  Europe.  He 
kept  ail  his  best  sailors,  and  selected  for  departurc  only 
those  to  whom  a  fourth  winter  would  hâve  been  fatal. 
Everything  was  arranged  for  their  leaving,  and  the  day 
fixed,  when  McClure,  who  was  out  walking  with  Lieu- 
tenant Craswell,  observed  a  man  running  towards  them, 
flinging  up  his  arms  and  gesticulating  frantically.  and 
on  getting  nearer  recognized  him  as  Lieutenant  Prim, 
officer  on  board  the  Herald,  one  of  the  ships  he  had 
parted    with   in    Behring's   Straits   two   years   before. 
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Captain  Kellctt,  thc  Commander,  had  rcachcd  Winter 
Harbour,  and  fînding  McClurc's  document  iu  the  cairn, 
had  dispatched  his  lieutenant  in  search  of  him.  McClure 
accompanied  him  back,  and  arranged  with  the  captain 
to  send  him  his  batch  of  invalids.     Lieutenant  Craswell 
took  charge  of  thèse  and  conveyed  them  safely  to  Winter 
Harbour.     Leaving  them  there  he  went  across  the  ice 
four  hundred  and  sevcnty  miles,   and  arrived  at  Isle 
Beeehy,  vvhere,  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  took  passage 
with  twelve   nien  on  board  the   Pliœnix,  and  reached 
London  saR^K    on  the  yth  of   Octobcr,   1853,   having 
traversed  the  whole  extent  between  Behring's    Straits 
and  Cape  Farewell/' 

*'  Well,  if  arriving  on  one  side  and  leaving  at  the 
othi*^  is  not  going  through,  I  don't  know  what  is  !  " 
;>3^  Batteras. 

"  Yes,  but  he  went  four  hundred  and  seventy  miles 
over  ice-fîelds,"  objectcd  Altamont. 
"  What  of  that  ? '' 

"  Everything  ;  that  ïs  the  gist  of  the  wholc  argument. 
It  was  not  the  Investigoior  that  went  through." 

"  No,"  replied  Clav/bonny,  '^  for,  at  the  close  of  the 
fourth  winter,  McClure  was  obliged  to  leave  her  among 
the  ice." 

"  Well,  in  maritime  expéditions  the  vessel  has  to 
get  throu^,  and  not  the  man  ;  and  if  ever  the  North- 
west Passage  is  practicable,  it  will  be  for  ships  and  not 
sicUges.     If  a  ship  cannot  go,  a  sloop  must." 

"  A    sloop  !  ''   exclaimed    Hatteras,    discovering    a 

hidden  meaning  in  the  words. 
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"  Altaniont,"  said  thc  Doctor,  ''  your  distinction  is 
siiTiply  piK'rilc,  and  in  tliat  respect  vve  ail  consider  that 
you  are  in  the  wrong/' 

"  You  niay  easily  do  that/*  rcturned  thc  American. 
"  It  is  four  against  »)nc,  hut  that  will  not  prcvent  me 
from  holding  my  own  opinion.  ' 

"  Keep  it  and  welcome,  hut  keep  it  to  yourself,  if 
you  please,  for  the  future/'  exclaimed  flatteras. 

^'  And  pray  what  right  hâve  you  to  speak  to  me  like 
this,  sir  ?  **  shouted  Altamont,  in  a  fury. 

"  My  right  as  captain/'  rcturned  Hatteras,  equally 
angry. 

'^  Am  I  to  suhmit  to  vour  ordcrs,  thcn  ?  '* 

'^  Most  assuredly,  and  woc  to  you  if " 

The  Doctor  did  not  allow  him  to  procecd,  for  he 
reallv  feared  the  two  antagonists  miii;ht  come  to  blows. 

j  DO 

Bell  and  Johnson  secondcd  his  endeavours  to  makc 
peace,  and,  after  a  fcvv  conciliatory  words,  Altamont 
turned  on  his  heel,  and  walkcd  ^arelessly  away,  whistling 
"  Yankee  Doodle."  Hatteras  went  outside,  and  paced 
up  and  down  vvith  rapid  strides.  In  about  an  hour  he 
came  back,  and  retired  to  bed  vvithout  saying  another 
Word. 
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'  The  Doctor  did  not  allow  him  to  proceed,  for  he  really  feared  the  two  auia- 
goiiista  mighi  corne  to  blows." — P.  162. 
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CHAPTER   XVI. 


ARCTIC  ARCADIA. 


On  the  açth  of  May,  for  the  first  time,  the  sun  never 
set.  His  glowing  dise  just  touehed  the  boundary  line 
of  the  horizon,  and  rose  again  immediately.  The  period 
was  now  entered  when  the  day  lasts  twenty-four  hours. 

Next  morning  there  was  a  magnificient  halo  ;  the 
monarch  of  day  appeared  surrounded  by  a  luminous 
circle,  radiant  with  ail  the  prismatic  colours.  This 
phenomenon  never  lost  its  charm  for  the  Doctor,  how- 
ever  frequently  it  occurred,  and  he  always  noted  carefully 
down  ail  particulars  respecting  it. 

Before  long  the  feathered  tribes  began  to  return, 
fîlling  the  air  with  their  discordant  cries.  Flocks  of 
bustards  and  Canadian  geese  from  Florida  or  Arkansas 
came  flying  north  with  marvellous  rapidity,  bringing 
spring  beneath  their  wings.  The  Doctor  shot  several, 
and  among  them  one  or  two  crânes  and  a  solitary  stork. 

The  snow  was  now  fast  melting,  and  the  ice-fîelds 
were  covered  with  "  slush."  AH  round  the  bay  large 
pools  had  formed,  between  which  the  soil  appeared  as  if 
some  product  of  spring. 
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The  Doctor  recommencée!  his  sowing,  for  he  had 
plenty  of  seed  j  but  he  was  surpriscd  to  find  sorrel 
growing  already  between  the  half-dried  ston  js,  and  even 
pale  sickly  heaths,  trying  to  show  their  délicate  pink 
blossoms. 

At  last  it  began  to  be  really  hot  weather.  On  the 
I5th  of  June,  the  thermometer  stood  at  57°  above  zéro. 
The  Doctor  scarcely  believed  his  eyes,  but  it  was  a 


positive  fact,  and  it  was  soon  confirmed  by  the  changed 
appearance  of  the  country. 

An  excursion  was  made  to  Isle  Johnson,  but  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  barren  little  islet  of  no  importance 
whatever,  though  it  gave  the  old  boatswain  infinité 
pleasure  to  know  that  those  sea-girt  rocks  bore  his 
name. 

There  was  some  danger  of  both  house  and  stores 
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melting,  but  happily  this  high  température  proved 
exceptional,  the  thermometer  scldom  averaging  much 
above  freezing-point. 

By  the  middie  of  June,  the  sloop  had  made  good 
progress,  and  already  presented  a  shapely  appearance. 
As  Bell  and  Johnson  took  the  work  of  construction 
entirely  on  themselves,  the  others  went  hunting,  and 


i  1 


succeeded  in  killing  several  deer,  in  spite  of  its  being 
difficult  game  to  approach.  Altamont  adopted  the 
Indian  practice  of  crawling  on  ail  fours,  and  adjusting 
his  gun  and  arms  so  as  to  simulate  horns  and  deceive 
the  timid  animal,  till  he  could  get  near  enough  to  take 
good  aim. 

Their  principal  object  of  pursuit,  however,  was  the 
musk-ox,  which  Parry  had  met  with  in  such  numbers 
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in  Melville  Island  ;  but  not  a  solitary  spécimen  was  to 
be  seen  anywhere  about  Victoria  Bay,  and  a  distant 
excursion  was,  therefore,  resolved  upon,  which  would 
serve  the  double  purpose  of  hunting  and  surveying  the 
eastern  coast. 


The  three  hunters,  accompanied  by  Duk,  set  out  on 
Monday,  the  I7th  of  June,  at  six  in  the  morning,  each 
man  armed  with  a  double-barrelled  gun,  a  hatchet  and 
snow-knife,  and  provisions  for  several  days. 

It  was  a  tine  bright  morning,  and  by  ten  o'clock 
they  had  gone  twelve  miles;  but  not  a  living  thing  had 
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crossed  their  path,  and  the  hunt  threatened  to  turn  ont 
a  mere  excursion. 

However,  they  went  on  in  hope,  after  a  good  break- 
fast  and  half-an-hour's  rest. 

The  ground  was  getting  gradually  lower,  and  pre- 
sented  a  peciiliar  appearancc  from  the  snow,  which  lay 
hère  and  there  in  ridges  unmelted.     At  a  distance  it 


i  i 


looked  like  the  sea  when  a  strong  wind  is  lashing  up 
the  waves,  and  cresting  theni  with  a  white  foam. 

Before  long  they  reached  a  sort  of  glen,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  was  a  winding  river.  It  was  almost 
compîetely  thawed,  and  already  the  tanks  were  clothed 
with  a  species  of  végétation,  as  if  the  sun  had  donc  his 
best  to  fertilise  the  soil. 

"  I  tell  you  what,"  said  the  Doctor,  "a  few  enter- 
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prising  colon  ists  might  make  a  fine  settlement  hère. 
With  a  little  industry  and  persévérance  wonders  might 
be  donc  in  this  country.  Ah  !  if  I  am  not  much  mis- 
taken,  it  has  some  four-footed  inhabitants  already. 
Those  frisky  little  fellows  know  the  best  spots  to 
choose." 

"  Hares  !  I  déclare.    ïhat's  jolly  I  "  said  Altamontj 
loading  his  gun. 


"  Stop  !  "  cried  the  Doctor  ;  "  stop,  you  furious 
hunter.  Let  the  poor  little  things  alone  ;  thcy  are  not 
thinking  of  running  away.  Look,  they  are  actually 
coming  to  us,  I  do  believe  !  " 

He  was  right,  for  presently  three  or  four  young 
hares,  gambolling  away  among  the  fresh  moss  and  tiny 
heaths,  came  running  about  their  legs  so  fearlessly  and 
trustfully,  that  even  Altamont  was   disarmed.     They 
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'  It  was  a  Etrange  and  touching  spectacle  to  see  the  pretty  creaturea— they 
flew  on  Ulawbonny's  shoulders,  etc."— P.  169. 
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rubbcd  against  the  Doctor's  knces,  and  Ict  him  stroke 
thcm  till  the  kind-hcartcd  man  could  not  hclp  saying  to 
Altairont — 

"  Why  givc  shot  to  thosc  who  comc  for  caresses  ? 
The  death  of  thèse  little  beasts  could  do  us  no  good." 

"  You  say  vvhat's  true,  Clawbonny.  Let  them 
live  !  "  repHed  llatteras. 


"  And  thèse  ptarmigans  too,  I  suppose,  and  thèse 
long-legged  plovers/'  added  Altamont,  as  a  whole  covey 
of  birds  flew  down  among  the  hunters,  never  suspecting 
their  danger.  Duk  could  not  tell  what  to  make  of  it, 
and  stood  stupefied. 

It  was  a  strange  and  touching  spectacle  to  see  the 
pretty  créatures  ;  they  flew  on  Clawbonny's  shoulders, 
and  lay  down  at  his  feet  as  if  inviting  friendly  caresses, 
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and  doing  their  utmost  to  welcomc  thc  strangcrs.  The 
wholc  glen  echocd  with  their  joyous  crics  as  thcy  darted 
to  and  fro  from  ail  parts.  The  good  Doctor  seenicd 
some  mighty  enchanter. 

Thc  hunters  had  continucd  their  course  along  thc 
banks  of  thc  river,  when  a  suddcn  bend  in  thc  vallcy 
rcvcalcd  a  hcrd  of  decr,  eight  or  tcn  in  number,  peacc- 
fully  browsing  on  some  Hchens  that  lay  half-buricd  in 
thc  snow.  Thcy  were  charming  créatures,  so  graccful 
and  gcntle,  maie  and  fcmale,  both  adorned  with  noble 
antlcrs,  wide-spreading  and  deeply-notched.  Their  skin 
had  already  lost  its  winter  whiteness,  and  began  to 
assume  the  brown  tint  of  summer.  Strange  to  say, 
they  appeared  not  a  whit  more  afraid  than  thc  birds  or 
harcs. 

The  thrce  men  were  now  right  in  the  centre  of  the 
herd,  but  not  one  made  the  least  movement  to  run  away. 
This  time  the  worthy  Doctor  had  far  more  difficulty  in 
restraining  Altamont's  impatience,  for  the  mère  sight 
of  such  magnificent  animais  roused  his  hunting  in- 
stincts, and  he  became  quite  excited  ;  while  Hatteras, 
on  the  contrary,  seemed  really  touched  to  sec  the 
splendid  créatures  rubbing  their  heads  so  aflfectionately 
and  trustfully  against  the  good  Clawbonny,  the  friend 
of  every  living  thing. 

"But,  I  say,"  exclaimed  Altamont,  "didn't  we 
corne  out  expressly  to  hunt  ?  " 

"To  hunt  the  musk-ox,  and  nothing  else,"  replied 
Clawbonny.  "  Besides,  we  shouldn't  know  what  to  do 
with  this  game,  even  if  we  killed  it  ;  we  hâve  provisions 
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cnongh.  Let  us  for  once  cnjoy  thc  sight  of  mcii  and 
animais  in  perfcct  aniity." 

"  It  provcs  no  hiiman  beings  havc  becn  hcrc  bcforc/' 
said  TIattcras. 

"  True,  and  that  provcs  somcthing  more,  thèse 
animais  are  not  of  American  origin." 

"  IIow  do  you  make  that  out  ?  "  said  Altamont. 

"  Why,  if  thcy  had  been  born   in  North  America 
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they  would  hâve  known  how  to  treat  that  mammiferous 
biped  called  man,  and  would  hâve  fled  at  the  first 
glimpse  of  us.  No,  they  are  from  the  north,  most 
likely  from  the  untrodden  wilds  of  Asia  ;  so,  Altamont, 
you  hâve  no  right  to  claim  them  as  fellow-countrymen.*' 

"  Oh  !  a  hunter  doesn't  examine  his  game  so  closelv 
as  ail  that.     Everything  is  grist  that  cornes  to  his  mil!/' 

"  Ali   right.     Calm    yourself,   my   brave    Nimrod  ! 
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For  my  own  part,  I  would  rather  never  fire  another 
shot  than  make  one  of  thèse  beautiful  créatures  afraid 
of  me.  See,  even  Duk  fraternizes  with  them.  Believe 
me^  it  is  well  to  be  kind  where  we  can.  Kindness  is 
power." 

"  Well,  well,  so  be  it,"  said  Altamont,  not  at  ail 
understanding  such  scruples.  "But  I  should  like  to 
see  Vvhat  you  would  do  if  you  had  no  weapon  but  kind- 
ness among  a  pack  of  bears  or  wolves  !  You  wouldn^t 
make  much  of  it." 

"  I  make  no  pretensions  to  charm  wild  beasts.  I 
don't  believe  much  in  Orpheus  and  his  enchantments. 
Besides,  bears  and  wolves  would  not  come  to  us  like 
thèse  hares,  and  partridges,  and  deer." 

"  Why  not  ?  They  hâve  never  seen  human  beings 
either." 

"  No,  but  they  are  savage  by  nature,"  said  Claw- 
bonny,  "  and  ferocity,  like  wickedness,  engenders 
suspicion.     This  is  true  of  men  as  well  as  animais." 

They  spent  the  whole  day  in  the  glen,  which  the 
Doctor  christened  "Arctic  Arcadia,"  and  when  evening 
came  they  lay  down  to  rest  in  the  hollow  of  a  rock, 
which  seemed  as  if  expressly  prepared  for  their  accom- 
modation. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


ALTAMONT'S   REVENGE. 


Next  morning,  as  the  fine  weather  still  continued,  the 
hunters  determined  to  hâve  another  search  for  the 
musk  ox.  It  was  only  fair  to  give  Altamont  a  chance, 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  he  should  hâve 
the  right  of  firing,  however  fascinating  the  game  they 
might  meet.  Besides,  the  flesh  of  the  musk  ox,  though 
a  Httle  too  highiy  impregnated  with  the  smcll,  is  savoury 
food,  and  the  hunters  would  gladly  carry  back  a  few 
pounds  of  it  to  Fort  Providence. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  day,  nothing  occurred 
worth  mentioning,  but  they  "oticed  a  considérable 
change  in  the  aspect  of  the  country,  and  appearances 
seemed  to  indicate  that  they  were  approaching  a  hilly 
région.  This  New  America  was  evidently  either  a 
continent  or  an  island  of  considérable  extent. 

Duk  was  running  far  ahead  of  his  party  when  he 
stopped  suddenly  short,  and  began  sniffing  the  ground 
as  if  he  had  caught  scent  of  game.  Next  minute  he 
rushed  forward  again  with  extrême  rapidity,  and  was 
speedily  out  of  sight.    But  loud  distinct  barking  con- 
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vinced  the  hunters  that  the  faithful  fellow  had  at  last 
discovered  the  desired  object. 

They  hurried  onwards,  and  after  an  hour  and  a 
halPs  quick  walking,  found  him  standing  in  front  of 
two  formidable  looking  animais,  and  barking  furiously. 
The  Doctor  recognized  them  at  once  as  belonging  to 
the  musk  ox,  or  Ovihos  genus,  as  naturalists  call  it,  by 
the  very  wide  horns  touching  each  other  at  their  base, 


by  the  absence  of  muzzle,  by  the  narrow  square  chan- 
frin  resembling  that  of  a  sheep,  and  by  the  very  short 
taii.  Their  hair  was  long  and  thickly  matted,  and 
mixed  with  fine  brown,  silky  wool. 

Thèse  singular-looking  quadrupeds  were  not  the 
least  afraid  of  Duk,  though  extremely  surprised  ;  but  at 
the  first  glimpse  of  the  hunters  they  took  flight,  and  it 
was  no  easy  task  to  go  after  them,  for  half  an  hour's 
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Swift  running  brought  them  no  nearer,  and  made  the 
whole  party  so  out  of  breath,  that  they  were  forced  to 
come  to  a  hait. 

"  Confound  the  beasts  !  "  said  Altamont. 

"Yes,  Altamont,  Pli  make  them  over  to  you,'' 
replied  Clawbonny;  "they  are  true  Americans,  and 
they  don't  appear  to  hâve  a  very  favourable  idea  of  their 
fellow  countrymen." 


"  That  proves  our  hunting  prowess,"  rejoined 
Altamont. 

Meantime  the  oxen  finding  themselves  no  longer 
pursued,  had  stopped  short.  Further  pursuit  was 
evidently  useless.  If  they  were  to  be  captured  at  ail 
they  must  be  surrounded,  and  the  plateau  which  they 
first  happened  to  hâve  reached,  was  very  favourable  for 
the  purpose.     Leaving  Duk  to  worry  them,  they  went 
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down  by  the  neighbouring  ravines,  and  got  to  the  one 
end  of  the  plateau,  where  Altamont  and  the  Doctor 
hid  themselves  behind  projecting  rocks,  while  Hatteras 
went  on  to  the  other  end,  intending  to  startle  the 
animais  by  his  sudden  appearance,  and  drive  them 
back  towards  his  companions. 

"I  suppose   you   hâve  no  objection   this  time   to 
bestow  a  few  bullets  on  thèse  gentry  ?  "  said  Altamont. 
"Oh,  no,  it  is  'a  fair  field  now  and  no  favour,'" 
returned  Clawbonny. 

The  oxen  had  begun  to  shake  themselves  impatiently 
at  Duk,  trying  to  kick  him  off,  when  Hatteras  started 
up  right  in  front  of  them,  shouting  and  chaoing  them 
back.  This  was  the  signal  for  Altamont  and  the 
Doctor  to  rush  forward  and  fire,  but  at  the  sight  of 
two  assailants,  the  terrified  animais  wheelf  d  round  and 
attacked  Hatteras.  He  met  their  onset  with  a  firm, 
steady  foot,  and  fired  straight  at  their  heads.  But  both 
his  balls  were  powerless,  and  only  served  still  further 
to  madden  the  enraged  beasts.  They  rushed  upon  the 
unfortunate  man  like  furies,  and  threw  him  on  the 
ground  in  an  instant. 

"  He  is  a  dead  man  !  ''  exclaimed  the  Doctor,  in 
despairing  accents. 

A  tremendous  struggle  was  going  on  in  Alta- 
mont's  breast  at  the  sight  of  his  prostrate  foe,  and 
though  his  fîrst  impulse  was  to  hasten  to  his  help, 
he  stopped  short,  battling  with  himself  and  his  pré- 
judices. But  his  hésitation  scarcely  lasted  half  a 
second,   his    better    self   conquered,   and    exclaiminç, 
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"Dealt  him  such  a  tremendous  blow  on  the  head  with  hia  hatchet  that  the 
flkull  was  oompletely  aplit  open."— P.  177. 
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"  No,  it  would  be  cowardly  !  ''  he  rushed  forward  with 
Clawbonny. 

Hatteras  full  well  understood  how  his  rival  felt,  but 
would  rather  hâve  died  than  hâve  begged  his  interven- 
tion. However,  he  had  hardly  time  to  think  about  it, 
before  Altamont  was  at  his  side. 

He  could  not  hâve  held  out  much  longer,  for  it  was 
impossible  to  ward  off  the  blows  of  horns  and  hoofs  of 
two  such  powerful  antagonists,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
more  he  must  hâve  been  torn  to  pièces.  But  suddenly 
two  shots  resounded,  and  Hatteras  felt  the  balls  graze 
his  head. 

"  Courage  !  '*  shouted  Altamont,  flinging  away  his 
discharged  weapon,  and  throwing  himself  right  in  front 
of  the  raging  animais.  One  of  them,  shot  to  the  heart, 
fell  dead  as  he  reached  the  spot,  while  the  other  dashed 
madly  on  Hatteras,  and  was  about  to  gore  the  unfor- 
tunate  captain  with  his  horns,  when  Altamont  plunged 
his  snow  knife  far  into  the  beast's  wide  open  jaws  with 
one  hand,  with  the  other  dealt  him  such  a  tremendous 
blow  on  the  head  with  his  hatchet,  that  the  skull  was 
completely  split  open. 

ït  was  done  so  quickly  that  it  seemed  like  a  flash 
of  lightning,  and  ail  was  over.  The  second  ox  lay 
dead,  and  Clawbonny  shouted  "  Hurrah  !  hurrah  !  " 

Hatteras  was  saved. 

He  owed  his  life  to  the  man  he  hated  the  most. 
What  a  storm  of  conflicting  passions  this  must  hâve 
roused  in  his  soûl  !  But  where  was  the  émotion  he 
could  not  master  ? 
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However,  his  action  was  prompt,  whatever  his  feel- 
ing  might  be.  Without  a  moment's  hesitancy,  he 
went  up  to  his  rival,  and  said  in  a  grave  voice— 

"  Altamont,  you  hâve  saved  my  life  !" 

"  You  saved  mine,"  replied  the  American. 

There  was  a  moment's  silence,  and  then  Altamont 
added — 

"  We're  quits,  Hatteras." 

"  No,  Altamont,"  said  the  captain  ;  "  when  the 
Doctor  dragged  you  out  of  your  icy  tomb,  I  did  not 
know  who  you  were  ;  but  you  saved  me  at  the  péril  of 
your  own  life,  knowing  quite  well  who  I  was." 

"  Why,  you  are  a  fellow-creature  at  any  rate,  and 
wliatever  faults  an  American  may  hâve,  he  is  no 
coward." 

*''  No,  indeed,"  said  the  Doctor.  "  He  is  a  man, 
every  inch  as  much  as  yourself,  Hatteras." 

"  And  like  me,  he  shall  hâve  part  in  the  glory  that 
awaits  us." 

"  The  glory  of  reaching  the  North  Pôle  ?  "  asked 
Altamont. 

Yes,"  replied  Hatteras,  proudly. 

I  guessed  right,  then,"  said  Altamont. 

"  And  you  hâve  actually  dared  to  conceive  such  a 
project?  Oh!  it  is  grand;  I  tell  you  it  is  sublime  evcn 
to  think  of  it?" 

"  But  tell  me,"  said  Hatteras  in  a  hurried  manner  ; 
"you  were  not  bound  for  the  Pôle  then  yourself?  " 

Altamont  hesitated. 

"  Come,  speak  out,  man,"  urged  the  Doctor. 
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Well,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  was  not,  and  the  truth 
is  bettcr  than  self-love.  No,  I  had  no  such  grand 
purpose  in  view.  I  was  trying  to  clcar  the  North-West 
Passage,  and  that  was  ail." 

"Altamont,*' said  Hattcras,  holding  eut  his  hand  ; 
"  be  our  companion  to  glory,  corne  with  us  and  find 
the  North  Pôle." 

The  two  men  clasped  hands  in  a  warm,  hearty 
grasp,  and  the  bond  of  friendship  between  them  was 
sealed. 

When  they  turned  to  look  for  the  Doctor  they  found 
him  in  tears. 

"Ah!  friends,"  he  said,  wiping  his  eyes  ;  "you 
hâve  made  me  so  happy,  it  is  almost  more  than  I  can 
bear  ?  You  hâve  sacrificed  this  misérable  nationality 
for  the  sake  of  the  common  cause.  You  hâve  said, 
*  What  does  it  matter  if  only  the  Pôle  is  discovered, 
whether  it  is  by  an  Englishman  or  an  American?'  VVhy 
should  we  brag  of  being  American  or  English,  when 
we  can  boast  that  we  are  men  ?  " 

The  good  little  man  was  beside  himself  with  joy. 
He  hugged  the  reconciled  enemies  to  his  bosom,  and 
cemented  their  friendship  by  his  own  affection  to  both. 

At  last  he  grew  calm  after  at  Icast  a  twentieth 
embrace,  and  said — 

"  It  is  time  I  went  to  work  now.  Since  I  am  no 
hunter,  I  must  use  my  talents  in  another  direction." 

And  he  began  to  ci.t  up  the  oxen  so  skilfully,  that 
he  seemed  like  a  surgeon  making  a  délicate  autopsy. 

His  two  companions  looked  on  smiling.     In  a  few 
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minutes  the  adroit  opcrator  had  eut  ofT  more  than  a 
hundred  pounds  of  flesh.  This  he  dividcd  into  three 
parts.  Each  man  took  one,  and  they  retraeed  their 
stcps  to  Fort  Providence. 

At  ten  o'clock  they  arrived  at  Doctor's  Housc, 
where  Johnson  and  Bell  had  a  good  supper  prepared 
for  them. 

But  before  sitting  down  to  enjoy  it,  the  Doctor 
exclaimed  in  a  jubilant  tonc,  and  pointing  to  his  tvvo 
companions — 

"My  dear  old  Johnson,  I  took  out  an  American 
i*nd  an  Englishnian  with  me,  didn't  I?" 

"  Yes,  Mr.  Clawbonny." 

"  Well,  I  bring  back  two  brothers.'' 

This  was  joyous  news  to  the  sailors,  and  they  shook 
hands  warmly  with  Altamont;  while  the  Doctor 
recounted  ail  that  had  passed,  and  how  the  American 
captain  had  saved  the  English  captain's  li  e.  That 
night  no  five  happier  men  could  hâve  been  found  than 
those  that  lay  sleeping  in  the  little  snow-house. 
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Nkxt  clay  the  wcathcr  changed,  the  cold  rctunicd. 
Snow,  and  rain,  and  tempest  came  in  quick  succession 
for  several  days. 

Bell  had  completed  the  sloop,  and  donc  his  work 
well,  for  the  little  vessel  was  adniirably  adapted  for  the 
purposc  conteniplated,  being  high  atthesides  and  partly 
dccked  so  as  to  be  able  to  stand  a  heavy  sea,  and  yet 
liirht  enoiich  to  be  dravvn  on  the  sledg-e  without  over- 
burdening  the  dogs. 

At  last  a  change  of  the  greatest  importance  took 
place.  The  ice  began  to  tremble  in  the  centre  of  the 
bay,  and  the  highest  masses  became  loosened  at  their 
base  ready  to  form  icebergs,  and  drift  away  before  the 
first  gale  ;  but  Hatteras  would  not  wait  for  the  ice-fîelds 
to  break  up  before  he  started.  Since  thejourney  must 
be  made  on  land,  he  did  not  care  whether  the  sea  was 
open  or  not;  and  the  day  of  departure  was  fixed  for  the 
25th  of  June — Johnson  and  Bell  undertaking  the 
necessary  repairs  of  the  siedge. 

On  the  aoth,  finding  there  was  space  enough  between 
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the  brokcn  icc  to  allow  thc  sloop  to  gct  through,  it  was 
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determined  to  take  her  a  trial  trip  to  Cape  Washington. 
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The  sca  was  not  quitc  opcn,  but  it  would  liavc  bctn 
impossible  to  go  across  on  foot. 

This  slîort  sail  of  six  liours  suflficiciitly  testeti  thc 
powcrs  of  thc  sloop,  aiul  provccl  hcr  excellent  (jualities. 
In  coniing  back  they  witnessed  a  curions  sight;  it  was 
thc  chase  of  a  seal  by  a  gigantic  bear.  Mr  Hruin  was 
too  busily  engaged  to  notice  thc  vessel,  or  he  would  hâve 
pursucd  ;  he  was  intently  watching  bcside  a   scal-holc 


with  the  patience  of  a  true  hunter,  or  rathcr  angler,  for 
he  was  certainly  fishingjust  then.  He  watched  in  absolute 
silence,  without  stirring  or  giving  the  least  sign  of  life. 

But  ail  of  a  sudden  there  was  a  slight  disturbance  on 
the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  hole,  which  announced 
the  coming  up  of  the  amphibious  animal  to  breathe. 
Instantly  the  bear  lay  flat  on  his  belly,  with  his  two  paws 
stretched  round  the  opening. 
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Next  minute  up  came  the  seal,  but  his  head  no 
sooner  appeared  above  the  water  than  the  bear*s  paws 
closed  about  him  like  a  vice,  and  draggcd  himright  out. 
The  poor  seal  struggled  desperately,  but  could  not  free 
himself  from  the  iron  grasp  of  his  enemy,  who  hugged 
him  doser  and  doser  till  suffocation  was  complète. 
Then  he  carried  him  ofF  to  his  den  as  if  the  weight  were 


nothing,  leîï.ping  lightîy  from  pack  to  pack  till  he  gained 
terra Jirma  safely. 

On  the  22nd  of  June,  Hattcras  began  to  load  the 
sledge.  They  put  in  200  Ibs.  of  sait  méat,  three  cases 
of  vegetables  and  preserved  méat,  besides  lime-juice,  an  1 
flour,  and  medicines.  They  also  took  200  Ibs.  of  powder 
and  a  stock  of  fire-arms.  Including  the  sloop  and  the 
Halkett-boat,  there  was  about  1500  Ibs.  weight,  a  heavy 
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"  The  poor  seal  struggled  desperately,  but  could  not  free  himself  from  the 
iron  grasp  of  his  enemy."— P.  181. 


Final  Préparations. 


i8s 


load  for  four  dogs,  and  ail  the  more  as  they  would  hâve 
to  drag  it  every  day,  instead  of  only  four  days 
successively,  like  the  dogs  employed  by  the  Esquimaux, 
who  always  keep  a  relay  for  their  siedges.  However, 
the  distance  to  the  Pôle  was  not  150  miles  at  the  out- 
side,  and  they  did  not  intend  to  go  more  than  twelve 
miles  a  day,  as  they  could  do  it  comfortably  in  a  month. 
Even  if  land  failed  them,  they  could  always  fall  back  on 


the  sloop,  and  finish  the  journey  without  fatigue  to  men 
or  dogs. 

Ail  the  party  were  in  excellent  health,  though  they 
had  lost  flesh  a  little  ;  but,  by  attending  to  the  Doctor's 
wise  counsels,  they  had  weathered  the  winter  without 
being  attacked  by  any  of  the  maladies  incident  to  the 
climate. 

Now,  they  were  almost  at  their  journey's  end,  and 


Ml'!'-, 

I 


II" 


\V 


lii 


i86 


Final  Préparations. 


If!- 

. , .  * 

K 

'S" 

lit- 

t 

not  one  doubted  of  success,  for  a  common  bond  of 
sympathy  bound  fast  the  five  men,  and  made  them 
strong  to  persévère. 

On  Sunday,  the  23rd,  ail  was  ready,  and  it  was 
resolvcd  to  dévote  the  entire  day  to  rest. 

The  dwellers  on  Fort  Providence  could  not  see  the 
last  day  dawn  without  some  émotion.  It  cost  them  a 
pang  to  leave  the  snow-hut  which  had  served  them  in 
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such  good  stead,  and  this  hospitable  shore  where  they 
had  passed  the  winter.  Take  it  altogether,  they  had 
spent  very  happy  hours  there,  and  the  Doctor  made  a 
touching  référence  to  the  subject  as  they  sat  round  the 
table  at  the  evcning  meal,  and  did  not  forget  to  thank 
God  for  his  manifest  protection. 

They  retired  early  to  rest,  for  they  needed  to  be  up 
betimes.     So  passed  the  last  night  in  Fort  Providence. 
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MARCH    TO    THE    NORTH. 

Next  day  at  early  dawn,  Hatteras  gave  the  signal  for 
departure.  The  well-fed  and  well-rested  dogs  were 
harnessed  to  the  sledge.  They  had  been  having  a  good 
time  of  it  ail  the  winter,  and  might  be  expccted  to  do 
good  service  during  the  summer. 

It  was  six  in  the  morning  when  the  expédition 
started.  After  following  the  windings  of  the  bay  and 
going  past  Cape  Washington,  they  struck  into  the 
direct  route  for  the  north,  and  by  seven  oVlock  had  lost 
sight  of  the  lighthouse  and  Fort  Providence. 

During  the  first  two  days  they  made  tvventy  miles  in 
twelve  hours,  devoting  the  remainder  of  the  time  to  rest 
and  meals.  The  tent  was  quite  sufficient  protection 
during  sieep. 

The  température  began  to  rise.  In  many  places  the 
snow  melted  entirely  away,  and  great  patches  of  water 
appeared  ;  hère  and  there  complète  ponds,  which  a  little 
stretch  of  imagination  might  easily  couvert  into  lakes. 
The  travellers  were  often  up  to  their  knees,  but  they 
only  laughed  over  it  ;  and,  indeed,  the  Doctor  was  rather 
glad  of  such  unexpected  baths.j 
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"But  for  ail  that/'  he  said,  "the  water  has  no  busi- 
ness to  wet  us  hère.  It  is  an  élément  which  has  no 
right  to  this  country,  except  in  a  solid  or  vaporous 
State.  Ice  or  vapour  is  ail  very  well,  but  water — 
never !  " 

Hunting  was  not  forgotten  during  ihe  march,  for 
fresh  méat  was  a  necessity.     Altamont  and  Bell  kept 


their  guns  loaded,  and  shot  ptarmigans,  guillemots, 
geese,  and  a  few  young  hares  ;  but,  by  degrees,  birds 
and  animais  had  been  changing  from  trustfulness  to 
fear,  and  had  become  so  shy  and  difficult  to  approach, 
that  very  often,  but  for  Duk,  the  hunters  would  hâve 
wasted  their  powder. 

Hatteras  advised  them  not  to  go  more  than  a  mile 
away,  as  there  was  not  a  day,  nor  even  an  hour,  to  lose, 
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for  thrce  months  of  fine  wcather  was  thc  utniost  thcy 


could   couiit    upon.       Besicles,   the   sledge  was    ofteii 
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coming  to  diffîct  It  places,  when  each  man  was  needed 
to  lend  a  helping  hand. 

On  the  third  day  they  came  to  a  Iake,  several  acres 
in  extent,  and  still  entirely  frozen  over.  The  sun's  rays 
had  little  access  to  it,  owing  to  its  situation,  and  the 
ice  was  so  strong  that  it  must  hâve  dated  from  somc 
remote  winter.     It  was  strong  enough  to  bear  both  the 


travellers  and  their  sledge,  and  was  covered  with  dry 
snow. 

From  this  point  the  coimtry  became  gradually  lower, 
from  which  the  Doctor  concluded  that  it  did  not  extend 
to  the  Pôle,  but  that  most  probably  this  New  America 
was  an  island. 

Up  to  this  time  the  expédition  had  been  attended 
with  no  fatigue.     The  travellers  had  only  suffered  from 
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the  intense  glare  of  the  sun  on  the  snow,  which 
threatened  them  with  snow-blindness.  At  another  time 
of  the  year  they  might  hâve  avoided  this  by  walking 
during  the  night,  but  at  présent  there  was  no  night  at 
ail.  Happily  the  snow  was  beginning  to  melt,  and  the 
brilliancy  would  diininish  as  the  process  of  dissolution 
advanced. 


I  i 


On  the  28th  of  June  the  thermometer  rose  to  45°, 
and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents.  Hatteras  and  his  com- 
panions,  however,  marched  stoically  on,  and  even  hailed 
the  downpour  with  delight,  knowing  that  it  would 
hasten  the  disappearance  of  the  snow. 

As  they  went  along,  the  Doctor  often  picked  up 
stones,  both  round  ones  and  flat  pebbles,  as  if  worn 
away  by  the  tide.     He  thought  from  this  they  must  be 
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ncar  thc  Polar  Basln,  and  yct  far  as  thc  cye  could  rcach 
was  nnc  interminable  plain. 

There  was  not  a  trace  of  houses,  or  hiits,  or  cairns 
visible.  It  was  évident  that  thc  Grccnlandcrs  had  not 
pushcd  their  way  so  far  north,  and  yet  thc  famishcd 
tribes  would  hâve  found  their  account  in  coming,  for 
thc  country  aboundcd  in  game.  Ecars  wcrc  frcquently 
scen,  and  numerous  herds  of  musk-oxcn  and  dccr. 


-".3>f*W^SHf 


On  the  29th,  Bell  killed  a  fox  and  Altamont  a  niusk- 
ox.  Thèse  supplies  of  fresh  food  were  very  acceptable, 
and  even  the  Doctor  surveyed,  with  considérable  satis- 
faction, the  haunches  of  méat  they  managed  to  procure 
from  time  to  time. 

"Don't  let  Ls  stint  ourselves,"  he  used  to  say  on 
thèse  occasions  ;  "  food  is  no  unimportant  matter  in 
expéditions  like  ours." 


»   \ 


y"     ' 


^ 


An  * 


uld  rcach 

or  cairiis 
had  not 
faiTiishcd 
ning,  for 
rcquently 
Ic'cr. 


— '  -î^-î 


;  a  musk- 
:ceptable, 
ble  satis- 
3  procure 

3  say  on 
natter  in 


«./• 


'  On  the  20th  Bell  killed  a  fox,  and  Altamont  a  musk-ox."— r.  192 
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"  Espccially,"  salcl  Johnson,  "whcn  a  meal  dcpcnds 
on  a  liicky  shot." 

"  You'rc  right,  Johnson  ;  a  nian  docs  not  think  so 
niuch  abolit  dinncr  vvhcn  hi'  knous  thc  soup-pot  is 
sininicring  by  tlic  kitclicn-firc.'" 

On  thc  30th,  thcy  came  to  a  district  which  sccmcd 


to  hâve  been  upturned  by  some  \'Dlcanic  convulsion,  so 
covered  was  it  with  cônes  and  sharp  lofty  pcaks. 

A  strong  brceze  from  the  south-east  was  blovving, 
which  soon  increascd  to  a  hurricane,  sweeping  ovcr  the 
rocks  covered  with  snow  and  the  huge  masses  of  ice, 
which  took  the  forms  of  icebergs  and  hummocks,  thoiigh 
on  dry  land. 

The  tempcst  was  followed  by  damp,  warm  weather, 


which  caused  a  regular  thaw. 


13 


ir'" 


il».- 


•I       M 


194 


Mardi  to  the  North. 


Ou  ail  sides  nothing  could  be  hcard  but  thc  noise  of 
crack ing  icc  and  falling  avalanches. 

The  travellers  had  to  be  very  careful  in  avoiding 
hillsj  and  even  in  speaking  aloud,  for  the  slightest 
agitation  in  the  air  might  hâve  caused  a  catastrophe. 
Indeed,  the  suddenness  is  the  peculiar  feature  in  Arctic 


avalanches,  distinguishing  them  from  those  of  Switzer- 
land  and  Norway.  Often  the  dislodgment  of  a  block  of 
ice  is  instantaneous,  and  not  even  a  cannon-ball  or 
thundcrbolt  could  be  more  rapid  in  its  descent.  The 
looscning,  the  fall,  and  the  crash  happen  almost  simul- 
taneously. 

Happily,  however,  no  accident  befel  any  of  the  party, 
and  three  days  afterwards  they  came  to  smooth,  Icvel 
ground  again. 
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inquiry  among  the  learned  of  both  hémisphères.  They 
came  to  a  long  chain  of  low  hills  which  seemed  to 
extend  for  nùles,  and  were  ail  covered  on  the  eastern 
side  with  bright  red  snow. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  surprise  and  half-terrified 
exclamations  of  the  little  company  at  the  sight  of  this 
long  red  curtain  ;  but  the  Doctor  hastened  to  reassure 
them,  or  rather  to  instruct  them,  as  to  the  nature  of 
this  peculiar  snow.  He  told  them  that  this  same  red 
substance  had  been  found  in  Switzerland,  in  the  heart 
of  the  Alps,  and  that  the  colour  proceeded  solely  from 
the  présence  of  certain  corpuscles,  about  the  nature  of 
which  for  a  long  time  chemists  could  not  agrée.  They 
could  not  décide  whether  thèse  corpuscles  were  of 
animal  or  vegetable  origin,  but  at  last  it  was  settled  that 
they  belonged  to  the  family  of  fungi,  bein  ^  a  sort  of 
microscopic  champignon  of  the  species  Uredo. 

Turning  the  snow  over  with  his  iron-tipped  stafT, 
the  Doctor  found  that  the  colouring  matter  measured 
nine  feet  deep.  He  pointed  this  out  to  his  companions, 
tl^at  they  might  hâve  some  idea  of  the  enormous  number 
of  thèse  tiny  mushrooms  in  a  layer  extending  so  many 
miles. 

This  phenomeiion  was  none  the  less  strange  for 
being  explained,  for  red  is  a  colour  seldom  seen  in 
nature  over  any  considérable  area.  The  reflection  of  the 
sun's  rays  upon  it  produced  the  most  peculiar  effect, 
lighting  up  men,  and  animais,  and  rocks  with  a  fiery 
glow,  as  if  proceeding  from  some  flame  within.  When 
the  snow  melted  it  looked  like  blood,  as  the  red  particles 
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do  not  décompose.     Jt  seemed  to  the  travellers  as  if 


rivulets  of  blood  were  nmning  among  their  feet. 
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The  Doctor  filled  several  bottles  with  this  prccious 
substance  to  examine  at  leisure,  as  he  had  only  had  a 
passing  glimpse  of  the  Crimson  Chffs  in  Baffin's  Bay. 


This  Field  of  Blood,  as  he  called  it,  took  three  hours 
to  get  over,  and  then  the  country  resumed  its  usual 
aspect. 
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At  Bell'8  suggestion,  torches  were  contrived."— P.  199. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


FOOTPRINTS   IN    THE   SNOW. 


On  the  fourth  of  July  there  was  such  an  exct;edingly 
dense  fog,  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  keep  the  straight 
course  for  the  north.  No  misadventure,  hovvever,  befel 
the  party  during  the  darkness,  except  the  loss  of  Belles 
snow-shoes.  At  BelPs  suggestion,  which  fired  the 
Doctor's  inventive  genius,  torches  were  contrived,  made 
of  tow  steeped  in  spirits-of-vvine  and  fastencd  on  the 
end  of  a  stick,  and  thèse  served  somewhat  to  help  them 
on,  though  they  made  but  small  progress  ;  for,  on  the 
sixth,  after  the  fog  had  cleared  off,  the  Doctor  took  their 
bearings,  and  found  that  they  had  only  been  marching 
at  the  rate  of  eight  miles  a  day. 

Determined  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  they  rose 
next  morning  very  early  and  started  oft',  Bell  and  Alta- 
mont  as  usual  going  ahead  of  the  rest  and  acting  as 
scouts.  Johnson  and  the  others  kept  beside  the  sledge, 
and  were  soon  nearly  two  miles  behind  the  guides  ;  but 
the  weather  was  so  dry  and  clear  that  ail  their  move- 
ments  could  be  distinctly  observed. 

"  What  now  ?  "  said  Clawbonny,  as  he  saw  them 
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make  a  sudclcn  hait,  and  stoop  down  as  if  examining 
thc  ground. 

"  I  was  just  vvondering  what  thcy  arc  about,  myself," 
rcplied  old  Johnson. 

"  Pcrhaps  they  hâve  corne  on  thc  tracks  of  animais," 
suggestcd  Hatteras. 

"  No/'  said  Clawbonny,  "  it  can't  be  that." 


'n- 


''Whynot?" 

"  Because  Duk  would  bark/' 

"  Well,  it  is  quite  évident  they  arc  examining  some 
sort  of  marks." 

"  Let*s  get  on,  then,''  said  Hatteras  ;  an  il,  urging 
forward  the  dogs,  they  rejoined  their  compaïiions  in 
about  twenty  minutes,  and  shared  their  surprise  at 
finding  unmistakable  fresh  footprints  of  human  beings 
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in  the  snow,  as  plain  as  if  ouly  made  the  preceding 
day. 

They  are  Esquimaux  footprints,"  said  TIatteras. 
Do  you  think  so?'*  asked  Altamont. 
"  There  is  no  doubt  of  it." 

"  But  what  do  you  makc  of  this,  then  ?  "  returncd 
Altamont,   pointing  to  another   footmark    repeated  in 
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several  places.  ''  Do  you  beieve  for  a  minute  that  vvas 
made  by  an  Esquimaux  ?" 

It  was  incontestably  the  print  ot  a  European  boot — 
nails,  sole,  and  heel  clearly  stamped  in  the  snow. 
There  was  no  room  for  doubt,  and  Hatteras  exclaimed 
in  amazement — 

"  Europeans  hère  !  ^' 

"  Evidently,"  said  Johnson. 
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"  And  yct  it  is  so  improbable  that  wc  must  takc  a 
second  look  before  pronoiincing  an  opinion/'  said 
Clawbonny. 

But  thc  longer  hc  lookcd,  the  more  apparent  became 
the  fact.  Hatteras  was  chagrined  beyond  nicasure.  A 
Eiiropean  hère,  so  near  thc  Pôle  ! 

The  footprints  extcnded  ibr  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  and  then  diverged  to  thc  wcst.  Should  the 
travellers  follow  them  further  ? 

"  No/'  said  Hatteras,  "  îet  us  go  on." 

He  was  interrupted  by  an  exclamation  from  the 
Doctor,  whc  had  just  picked  up  an  object  that  gave 
siill  more  convincing  proof  of  European  origin.  It  was 
part  of  a  pocket  spy-glass  ! 

"  Well,  if  we  still  had  any  doubts  about  the  foot- 
marks,  this  settles  the  case  at  once,  at  any  rate,"  said 
Clawbonny. 

"  Forward  1  "  exclaimed  Hatteras  so  cncrgetically, 
that  instinctively  each  one  obcyed,  and  the  march  was 
resumed  forthwith. 

The  day  wore  away,  but  no  further  sign  of  the 
présence  of  suspected  rivais  was  discovered,  and  they 
prepared  to  encamp  for  the  night. 

The  tent  was  pitched  in  a  ravine  for  shelter,  as  the 
sky  was  dark  and  threatening,  and  a  violent  north  wind 
was  blowing. 

"  l'm  afraid  we'll  hâve  a  bad  night,"  said  Johnson. 

"  A  pretty  noisy  one,  I  expect,"  replied  the  Doctor, 
**  but  not  cold.  We  had  better  take  every  précaution, 
and  fasten  down  our  tent  with  good  big  stones." 
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Thc  tent  hclcl  fast,  but  slccp  was  împossil)lc,  for  thc 
tcmpcst  vvas  Ict  loosc  and  ragcd  witli  trcnicndoiis 
violence. 

"It  scciiis  to  me,"  said  thc  Doctor,  diiring  a  bricf 
liill  in  thc  dcafcning  roar,  "  as  if  T  could  hcar  thc  Sound 
ot*  collisions  bctvvccn  icebergs  and  icc-fields.  If  wc 
wcre  ncar  thc  sca,  I  could  rcally  bclicvc  thcre  was  a 
gênerai  brcak-up  in  thc  ice/' 

"  I  can't  cxj)lain  thc  noises  any  other  way/'  s^id 
Johnson. 

"  Can  wc  hâve  reached  thc  coast,  I  wonder  ?  "  asked 
Hatteras. 

"  It  is  not  impossible/*  rcplicd  Clawbonny.  "  Listcn  ! 
Do  you  hcar  that  crash  ?  That  is  certainly  thc  Sound 
of  icebergs  fallino;.  Wc  cannot  be  very  far  from  thc 
océan/* 

'^  Wcll,  if  it  turn  out  to  bc  so,  I  shall  push  right  on 
ovcr  thc  icc-fields." 

"  Oh,  thcyMl  bc  ail  broken  up  after  such  a  storm  as 
this.  Wc  shall  sec  what  to-morro\v  bringsj  but  ail  I 
can  say  is,  if  any  poor  fellows  arc  wandering  about  in  a 
night  likc  this,  I  pity  them. 

Thc  storm  lasted  for  ten  h  ours,  and  thc  weary 
travcllcrs  anxiously  watched  for  thc  morning.  About 
daybreak  its  fury  seemed  to  havc  spent  itself,  and 
Hatteras,  accompanied  by  Bell  and  Altamont,  ventured 
to  leavc  the  tent.  They  climbed  a  hill  about  threc 
hundrcd  feet  high,  u'hich  commanded  a  wide  vievv.  But 
what  a  metamorphosed  région  met  thcir  gaze  !  Ali  the 
ice  had  completely  vanished,  the  storm  had  chased  away 
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coverinr. 


But  Hatteras  scarccly  bestowed  a  glancc  on  surround- 
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ing  objects  ;  his  eager  gaze  was  bent  on   the  northern 
horiLon,  vvhich  appcarcd  shroudcd  in  black  mist. 

''  That  may  very  iikely  be  caused  by  the  oeean,*^ 
Suggcsted  Clawbonny. 

"  You  arc  right.     The  sca  must  be  thcre/'  was  the 
repïy. 

"  That  tint  is  what  we  call  the  hlink  of  open  water/^ 
said  Johnson. 

"  Corne  on,  then,  to  the  slcdge  at  once,  and  Ict  us 
get  to  this  unknown  océan/*  exclaimed  Hatteras. 

Their  few  préparations  were  soon  made,  and  the 
march  resumed.  Thrce  hours  aftervvards  they  arrived 
at  the  coast,  and  shoutcd  siniultaneously,  "  The  sea  ! 
the  sea  !  " 

"  Ay,  and  open  sea  !  "  added  Hatteras. 
And  so   it  was.     The  storm  had  opened  wide  the 
Polar  Basin;  an(1  the  looscned  packs  were  drifting  in  ail 
directions.     The  inebergs  had  weighed  anchor,  and  were 
sailing  ont  intc  the  open  sea. 

This  new  océan  stretched  far  away  ont  of  sight,  and 
not  a  single  island  or  continent  was  visible. 

On  the  east  and  west  the  coast  formed  two  capes  or 
headlands,  which  slopcd  gently  down  to  the  sea.  In  the 
centre,  a  projecting  rock  formed  a  small  natural  bay, 
sheltered  on  three  sides,  into  which  a  wide  river  fell, 
be.jring  in  its  bosom  the  melted  snows  of  winter. 

After  a  careful  survey  of  the  coast,  Hatteras  dcter- 
mined  to  launch  the  sloop  that  very  day,  and  to  unpack 
the  sledge,  and  get  everything  on  board.  The  tent  was 
soon  put  up,  and  a  comfortable  repast  prepared.     Thi.: 
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"  Three  hours  ai'ierwardB  they  arrived  at  the  coast,  and  shouted  sirauU 
taueously,  '  The  sea!  the  seal  '  "— 1'.  Wà. 
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important  business  c'espatched,  work  commenccd  ;  and 


ail  hands  werc  so  expcditious  and  willinff,  that  by  five 
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o'clock  nothing  more  remained  to  be  done.  The  sloop 
lay  rocking  gracefully  in  the  Httle  bay,  and  ail  the  cargo 
was  on  board  except  the  tent,  and  what  was  required  for 
the  night*s  encampment. 

The  sight  of  the  sloop  suggested  to  Clawbonny  the 
propriety  of  giving  Altamont's  name  to  the  little  bay. 
His  proposition  to  that  effect  met  with  unanimous 
anproval,  and  the  port  v/as  forthwith  dignifîed  by  the 
title  of  Altamont  Harbour. 

According  to  the  Doctor's  calculations  the  travellers 
were  now  only  9°  distant  from  the  Pôle.  They  had 
gone  over  two  hundred  miles  from  Victoria  Bay  to 
Altamont  Harbour,  and  were  in  latitude  87°  5'  and 
longitude  118^  35'. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


THE  OPEN  SEA. 


Next  morning  by  eight  o'clock  ail  the  remaining  effects 
were  on  board,  and  the  préparations  for  departure  com- 
pleted.  But  before  starting  the  Doctor  thought  he 
would  like  to  take  a  last  look  at  the  country  and  see  if 
any  further  traces  of  the  présence  of  strangers  could  be 
discovered,  for  the  mysterious  footmarks  they  had  met 
with  were  never  out  of  his  thoughts.  He  climbed  to 
the  top  of  a  height  which  commanded  a  view  of  the 
whole  Southern  horizon,  and  took  out  his  pocket  téle- 
scope. But  what  was  his  astonishment,  to  find  he  could 
see  nothing  through  it,  not  even  neighbouring  objects. 
He  rubbed  his  eyes  and  looked  again,  but  with  no  better 
resuit.  Then  he  began  to  examine  the  télescope,  the 
object  glass  was  gone  1 

The  object  glass  !  This  explained  the  whole  mystery, 
foot-prints  and  ail  ;  and  with  a  shout  of  surprise  he 
hurried  down  the  hill  to  impart  his  discovery  to  the 
wondering  companions,  who  came  running  towards 
him,  startled  by  his  loud  exclamation,  and  full  of  anxiety 
at  his  precipitate  descent. 
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"  Well,  what  is  the  matter  now  ?  "  said  Johnson. 
The  Doctor  could  hardly  speak,  he  was  so  out  of 

breath.     At  last  he  managed  to  gasp  out — 
'*  The  tracks,  footmarks,  strangers." 
"  What  ?  "  said  Hatteras,  "  strangers  hcre  ?  *' 
"  No,  no,  the  object  glass  ;  the  object  glass  out  of 

my  télescope." 


And  he  held  out  his  spy-glass  for  them  to  look  at. 

"  Ah  !   I  see,"  said  Altamont  ;  "  it  is  wanting." 

''Yes.'' 

"But  then  the  footmarks  ?" 

"They  were  ours,  friends,just  ours/*  exclaimed  the 
Doctor.  "  We  had  lost  ourselves  in  the  fog,  and  been 
wandering  in  a  circle." 

''But  the  boot-marks,"  objected  Hatteras. 
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BelPs.     He  walked  about  a  whole  day  after  he  had 
lost  bis  snow  shoes." 

"  So  I  did/'  said  Bell. 

The  mistake  was  so  évident,  that  they  ail  laughed 
heartily,  except  Hatteras,  though  no  one  was  more  glad 
tLan  he  at  the  discovery. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  the  little  sloop  sailed 
out  of  Altamont  Harbour,  and  commenced  her  voyage 
of  discovery.  The  wind  was  favourable,  but  there  was 
little  of  it,  and  the  weather  was  positively  warm. 

The  sloop  was  none  theworse  for  the  sledgejourney. 
She  was  in  first-rate  trim,  andeasily  managed.  Johnson 
steered,  the  Doctor,  Bell,  and  the  American  leaned  back 
against  the  cargo,  and  Hatteras  stood  at  the  prow,  his 
fixed,  eager  gaze  bent  steadily  on  that  mysterious  point 
towards  which  he  felt  drawn  with  irrésistible  power,  like 
the  magnetic  needle  to  the  Pôle.  He  wished  to  be  the 
first  to  descry  any  shore  that  might  come  in  sight,  and 
he  had  every  right  to  the  honour. 

The  water  of  this  Polar  Sea  presented  some  peculiar 
features  worth  mentioning.  In  colour  it  was  a  faint 
ultramarine  blue,  and  possessed  such  wonderful  trans- 
parency  that  one  seemed  to  gaze  down  into  fathomless 
depths.  Thèse  depths  were  lighted  up,  no  doubt,  by 
some  electrical  phenomenon,  and  so  many  varieties  of 
living  créatures  were  visible  that  the  vessel  seemed  to  be 
sailing  over  a  vast  aquarium. 

Innumerable  flocks  of  birds  were  flying  over  the 
surface  of  this  marvellous  océan,  darkening  the  sky  like 
Ihick  htavy  storm-clouds.     Water-fowl  of  every  des- 
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penguin,  and  allj  of  gigantic   proportions.     Their  cries 
were  absolutely  deafening,  and  some  of  them  had  such 
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immense,  wide-spreading  wings,  that  tlicy  covercd  thc 
sloop  completely  as  thcy  flew  over.  Thc  Doctor  thought 
himself  a  good  naturalist,  but  he  found  his  science  grcatly 
at  fault,  for  many  a  species  heic  was  vvholly  unknown  to 
any  ornithological  Society. 

The  good  little  man  was  equally  nonplusscd  when 
he  looked  at  the  water,  for  he  saw  the  most  wonderful 
medusae,    some    so   lare:c   that   thev  looked    like   little 


islands  floating  about  among  Brobdiguagian  sca-weeds. 
And  below  the  surface,  what  a  spectacle  met  the  eye  ! 
Myriads  of  fish  of  every  species  ;  young  manati  at  play 
with  each  other;  narwhalswith  their  one  strongweapon 
of  defence^  like  the  horn  of  a  unicorn,  chasing  the  timid 
seals  ;  whales  of  every  tribe,  spouting  out  columns  ot 
water  and  mucilage,  and  fîlling  the  air  with  a  peculiar 
whizzing  noise;  dolphins,  seals,  andwalruses;  sea-dogs 
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and  sca-horscs,  sea-jears  and  sca-elephants,  quictly 
hrowsing  on  submarinc  pastures;  and  thc  Doctor  could 
gaze  at  thcni  al!  as  easily  and  cicarly  as  if  thcy  wcrc  in 
glass  tanks  in  thc  /oological  (jardcns. 

Tlîcrc  vvas  a  strange  supcrnatural  purity  ahont  tlic 
atmosphère.  Tt  secined  chargcd  to  overflowing  with 
oxygen,  and  had  a  inarvellous  power  of  exhilara- 
tion,  producing  an  alnioi>t  intoxicating  efî'eet  on  the 
brain. 

Towards  evening,  ITatteras  and  his  companions  lost 
sight  of  thc  coast.  Night  came  on,  thoiigh  the  siiii 
reniained  just  ubo\'c  the  horizon  ;  but  it  had  the  sanie 
influence  on  aniniated  nature  as  in  ten'pcrate  zones. 
Birds,  fish,  and  ail  the  cetacea  disappeared,  and  perfect 
silence  prevailed. 

Sinee  the  dcparture  from  Aîtaniont  Ilarbour,  the 
sloop  had  niade  one  degree  further  norfli  The  next 
day  brought  no  signs  of  land  ;  there  was  not  evcn  a 
speck  on  thc  horizon.  Thc  wind  was  still  favouraljlc, 
and  the  sea  pretty  calm.  The  birds  and  fishcs  returncd 
as  nunierously  as  on  the  preeeding  day,  and  the  Doctor 
hanino;  ovcr  the  side  of  the  vesscl,  could  sce  the  whales 
and  the  dolphins,  and  ail  the  rest  of  the  monsters  of 
the  deep,  gradually  coniing  up  from  the  clear  depths 
bclow.  On  the  surface,  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
nothing  was  visible  except  a  solitary  iceberg  hère  and 
there,  and  a  few  scattered  floes. 

Indeed,  bnt  little  ice  was  met  with  anywbefè.  The 
sloop  was  ten  degrees  above  the  point  of  greatest  cold, 
and  consequently  in  the  same  température  as  Baffin's 
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"And  the  Duetor,  leaning  over  the  aide  of  the  vessel,  could  see  tbo  whales 
and  the  dulphlus,  aud  ail  tbe  rest  of  tbe  mousters  of  the  deep."— P.  214. 
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Bay  and  Disko.  It  was  therefore  not  astonishing  that 
the  sca  should  bc  opcii  in  thcsc  sumnicr  nionths. 

This  is  a  fact  of  great  practical  value,  for  if  cver  the 
whalers  can  pcnctratc  north  as  far  as  the  Polar  basin, 
they  may  be  sure  of  an  inuTiediate  cargo,  as  this  part 
of  the  océan  seems  the  gênerai  réservoir  of  vvhales  and 
seals,  and  every  marine  species. 

The  day  wore  on,  but  still  nothing  appeared  on  the 
horizon.  lîatteras  never  left  the  prow  of  the  ship,  but 
stood,  glass  in  hand,  eagerly  gazing  into  the  distance 
with  anxious,  questioning  eyes,  and  secking  to  discover, 
in  the  colour  of  the  water,  the  shape  of  the  waves, 
and  the  breath  of  the  wind,  indications  of  approaehing 
land. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


GETTING    NEAR   THE    POLE. 


HouR  after  hour  passed  away,  and  still  Hatteras  per- 
severed  in  his  weary  watch,  though  his  hopes  appeared 
doomed  to  disappointment. 

At  length,  about  six  in  the  evening,  a  dim, 
hazy,  shapeless  sort  of  mist  seemed  to  rise  far  away 
between  sea  and  sky.  It  was  not  a  cloud,  for  it 
was  constantly  vanishing,  and  then  reappearing  next 
minute. 

Hatteras  was  the  first  to  notice  this  peculiar 
phenomenon  ;  but  after  an  hour's  scrutiny  through 
his  télescope,  he  could  make  nothing  of  it. 

Ail  at  once,  however,  some  sure  indication  met  his 
eye,  and  stretching  out  his  arm  to  i;he  horizon,  he 
shouted,  in  a  clear  ringing  voice — 

"Land!  land  ! '^ 

His  words  produced  an  electrical  effect  on  his  com- 
panions,  and  every  man  rushed  to  his  side. 

"  I  see  it,  I  see  it,"  said  Clawbonny. 

"  Yes,  yes,  so  do  I  !  "  exclaimed  Johnson. 

''  It  is  a  cloud,"  said  Altamont. 
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"  Land  !  land  !  "  repeated  Hatteras,  in  tones  of 
absolute  conviction. 

Even  while  he  spoke  the  appearance  vanished,  and 
when  it  returned  again  the  Doctor  fancied  he  caught  a 
gleam  of  light  about  the  smoke  for  an  iastant. 

"  It  is  a  volcano  !  ''  he  exclaimed. 

"  A  volcano  ?  "  repeated  Altamont. 

"  Undoubtedly/' 


"  In  so  high  a  latitude  ?  " 

"Why  not  ?  Is  not  Iceland  a  volcanic  islaîid— 
indeed,  almost  made  of  volcanoes,  one  might  say  ?  *' 

"Well,  has  not  our  famous  countryman,  James 
Ross,  affirmed  the  existence  of  two  active  volcanoes, 
the  Erebus  and  the  Terror,  on  the  Southern  Continent, 
in  longitude  170°  and  latitude  78*=^?  Why,  then,  should 
not  volcanoes  be  found  near  the  North  Pôle  ?  '' 
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"  It  is  possible,  certainly/'  repliée!  Altamont. 

"Ah,  now  I  see  it  distinctly,"  exclaimed  the 
Doctor.     "  ît  is  a  volcano  !  " 

"  Let  us  make  right  for  it  then/'  said  Hattcras. 

It  was  impossible  longer  to  doubt  the  proximity  j^ 
the  coast.  In  twcnty-four  hours,  probably,  the  bold 
navigators  might  hope  to  set  foot  on  its  untrodden  soil. 
But  strange  as  it  was,  now  that  they  were  so  near  the 


goal  of  their  voyage,  no  one  showed  the  joy  which  might 
hâve  been  expected.  Each  man  sat  silent,  absorbed 
in  his  own  thoughts,  wondering  what  sort  of  place  this 
Pôle  must  be.  The  birds  seemed  to  shun  it,  for  though 
it  vas  evening,  they  were  ail  flying  towards  the  south 
with  outspread  wings.  Was  it,  then,  so  inhospitable, 
that  not  so  much  as  a  sea-gull  or  a  ptarmigan  could  find 
a  shelter  ?     The  fish,  too,  even  the  large  cetacea,  were 


Getting  iiear  the  Pôle.  219 


hastrning  avvay  through  the  transparent  vvaters.     Wliat 


the 


could  cause   this   feeling  either  of  repulsion  or  terrer  ? 


220 


Getting  near  the  Pôle. 


l  - 

ï  i 


ti  ■•■'« 

Vîit 


fit»; 


il    - 


At  last  sleep  overcame  the  tired  men.  and  one  after 
another  dropped  ofF,  leaving  Hatteras  to  keep  watch. 

He  took  the  helm,  and  tried  his  best  not  to  close 
his  eyes,  for  he  grudged  losing  precious  time  ;  but  the 
slow  iPotion  of  the  vessel  rocked  him  into  a  state  of 
such  irrésistible  somnolence  that,  in  spite  of  himself, 
he  was  soon,  like  his  companions,  locked  fast  in  deep 
sUimber.  He  began  to  dream,  and  imagination  brought 
back  ail  the  scènes  of  his  past  life.  He  dreamt  of  his 
ship,  the  Forwardy  and  of  the  traitors  that  had  burnt 
it.  Again  he  felt  ail  the  agonies  of  disappointment 
and  failure,  and  forgot  his  actual  situation.  Then  the 
scène  changed,  and  he  saw  himself  at  the  Pôle  unfurling 
the  Union  Jack  ! 

While  memory  and  fancy  were  thus  busied,  an 
enormous  cloud  of  an  olive  tinge  had  begun  to  darkcn 
sea  and  sky.  A  hurricane  was  at  hand.  The  first 
blast  of  the  tempest  roused  the  captain  and  his  com- 
panions,  and  they  were  on  their  feet  in  an  instant, 
ready  to  meet  it.  The  sea  had  risen  tremendously,  and 
the  ship  was  tossing  violently  up  and  down  on  the 
billows.  Hatteras  took  the  helm  again,  and  kept  a 
firm  hold  of  it,  while  Johnson  and  Bell  baled  out  the 
water  which  was  constantly  dashing  over  the  ship. 

It  was  a  difficult  matter  to  préserve  the  right  course, 
for  the  thick  fog  made  it  impossible  to  see  more  than 
a  few  yards  ofF. 

This  sudden  tempest  mightwell  seemtosuch  excited 
men,  a  stern  prohibition  against  further  approach  to  the 
Pôle  ;  but  it  needed  but  a  glance  at  their  resolute  faces 
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to  know  that  they  would    neither   yield  to  winds  nor 
waves,  but  go  right  on  to  the  end. 


For  a  wbole  day  the  struggle  lasted,  death  threaten- 
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ing  them  each  moment  ;  but  about  six  in  the  evening, 
just  as  the  fury  of  the  waves  seemed  at  its  highest 
pitch,  there  came  a  sudden  cal  m.  The  wind  was  stilled 
as  if  miraculously,  and  the  sea  became  smooth  as 
flass. 

Then    caiia     a      ïiost     extraordinary    inexpHcable 
phenomenon. 

The  fog,  without  disperskig,  became  strangely 
luminouSj  and  the  sloop  sailed  along  in  a  zone  of 
electric  light.  Mast,  sail,  and  rigging  appeared  pen- 
cilled  in  black  against  the  phosphorescent  sky  with 
wondrous  distinctness.  The  men  were  bathed  in  light, 
and  their  faces  shone  with  a  fîery  glow. 
"The  volcano  !  "  exclaimed  Hatteras. 
'^  Is  it  possible  ?''  said  Bell. 

"  No,  no  !  *'  replied  Clawbonny.     "  We  should  be 
suffocated  with  its  fiâmes  so  near." 

"  Perhaps  it  is  the  reflection/'  suggested  Altamont. 
"  Not  that  much  even,  for  then  we  must  be  near 
land,  and  in  that  case  we  should  hear  the  noise  of  the 
éruption." 

What  is  it,  then  ?  "  asked  the  captain. 
It  is  a  cosmical  phenomenon/'  replied  the  Doctor, 
"  seldom  met  hitherto.     If  we  go  on,  we  shall  soon  get 
out  of  our  luminous  sphère  and  be  back  in  the  darkness 
and  tempest  again.'' 

"  Well,  let's  go  on,  come  what  may,"  said  Hatteras. 

The  Doctor  was  right.     Gradually  the  fog  began  to 

loâe  its  light,  and  then  its  transparency,  and  tht  howling 

wind  was  heard  not  far  off.     A  few  minutes  more,  and 
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rhe  little  vesccl  wa:^,  caught  in  a  violent  squall,   and 
i  vept  back  intv^  the  cyclone. 

P"t  the  hurricane  had  fortunatcly  turned  a  point 
towa  ds  the  south,  and  ïeft  the  vessel  free  to  run  before 
the  w'nd  s^rai^ht  towards  the  Pôle.  There  was  immi- 
nent danger  of  her  sinking,  for  she  sped  along  at  frenzied 
speed,  and  any  sudden  collision  with  rock  or  iceberg 
must  hâve  inevitably  daî^hed  her  to  pièces. 

But  not  a  man  on  board  counselled  prudence.     ^  he 
were  intoxicated  with  the  danger,  and  no  speed  c^'i  L . 
quick  enough  to  satisfy   their   longing   impati^a -^   to 
reach  the  unknown. 

At  last  they  began  evidently  to  near  the  -^oast. 
Strange  symptoms  were  manifest  in  the  air  ;  the  fog 
suddenly  rent  like  a  curtain  torn  by  the  wind  ;  and  for 
an  instant,  like  a  flash  of  lightning,  an  immense  column 
of  flame  was  seen  on  the  horizon. 

"  The  volcano  !  the  volcano  !  '*  was  the  simultaneous 
exclamation. 

But  the  words  had  hardly  passed  their  lips  before 
the  fantastic  vision  had  vanished.  The  wind  suddenly 
changed  to  south-east,  and  drove  the  ship  back  again 
from  the  iand. 

"  Confound  it  !  "  said  Hatteras  ;  "  we  weren't  three 
miles  from  the  coast." 

However,  résistance  was  impossible.  AU  that  could 
be  donc  was  to  keep  tacking  ;  bu<^  every  few  minutes  the 
little  sloop  would  be  throv/n  on  her  side,  though  she 
righted  herself  again  immediately  obedient  to  the  helm. 

As  Hatteras  stood  with  dishevelled  '"air,  grasping 
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thc  helm  as  if  wcldcd  to  his  hand,  he  scemcd  tlic 
animating  soûl  of  thc  ship. 

Ali  at  once,  a  fearfui  sight  met  his  gaze. 

Scarcely  twenty  yards  in  front  was  a  great  block  of 
ice  coming  right  towards  thcm,  mounting  and  falling  on 
thc  stormy  billows,  ready  to  ovcrturn  at  any  moment 
and  crush  them  in  its  descent. 

But  this  was  riot  the  only  danger  that  threatened 
the  bold  navigators.  The  iceberg  was  packed  with 
white  bears,  huddling  close  together,  and  evidently 
beside  themselves  with  terror. 

The  iceberg  niade  frightful  lurchcs,  sometimes  in- 
clining  at  such  a  sharp  angle  that  the  animais  rolled 
pell-mcll  over  each  other  and  set  up  a  loud  growling, 
which  mingled  with  the  roar  of  the  cléments  and  made 
a  terrible  concert. 

For  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  which  seemed  a  wholc 
century,  the  sloop  sailed  on  in  this  formidable  company, 
sometimes  a  fcw  yards  distant  and  sometimes  near 
enough  to  touch.  The  Greenland  dogs  trembled  for 
fear,  but  Duk  was  qnite  imperturbable.  At  last  the 
iceberg  lost  ground,  and  got  driven  by  thc  wind  further 
and  further  away  till  it  disappeared  in  the  fog,  only  at 
intervais  betraying  its  présence  by  the  ominous  growls 
of  its  équipage. 

The  storm  now  burst  forth  with  rcdoubled  fury. 
The  little  barque  was  lifted  bodily  ont  of  the  water,  anrl 
whirled  round  and  round  with  the  most  frightful  rapidity. 
Mast  and  sail  were  torn  oflQ  and  went  flying  away 
through  the  darkness  like  some  large  white  bird.     A 
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"  Mast  and  sail  were  toni  ofi;  uud  wcnt  %ing  away  through  the  dai  kness 
like  some  large,  white  bird."— P.  2U. 
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wliirlpool  l)cgan  to  form    among   thc    waves,  ilrawiug 


clown   the   ship   gradually   by   its   irrésistible   siiction. 
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Decper  and  deeper  she  sank,  whizzing  round  at  such 
tremendous  speed  that  to  the  poor  fellows  on  board,  thc 
water  seemed  motionless.  Ail  fîve  men  stood  erect, 
gazing  at  each  other  in  speechless  terror.  But  suddenly 
the  ship  rose  perpendicularly,  her  prow  went  above  the 
edge  of  the  vortex,  and  getting  out  of  the  centre  of 
attraction  by  her  own  velocity,  she  escaped  at  a  tangent 
from  the  circumference,  and  was  thrown  far  beyond, 
swiît  as  a  bail  from  a  cannon's  mouth. 

Altamont,  the  Doctor,  Johnson,  and  Bell  were 
pitched  flat  on  the  planks.  When  they  got  up,  Hatteras 
had  disappeared  ! 

It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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For  a  few  seconds  they  seemed  stupefied,  and  then  a 
cry  of  "  Hatteras  !  ''  broke  from  every  lip. 

On  ail  sides,  nothing  was  visible  but  the  tempestuous 
océan.  Duk  barked  desperately,  and  Bell  could  hardly 
keep  him  from  leaping  into  the  waves. 

"  Take  the  helm,  Altamont,"  said  the  Doctor,  "  and 
let  us  try  our  utmost  to  find  our  poor  captain." 

Johnson  and  Bell  seized  the  oars,  and  rowed  about 
for  more  thpn  an  hour;  but  their  search  was  vain— 
Hatteras  was  lost  ! 

Lostî  and  so  near  the  Pôle,  just  as  he  had  caught 
sight  of  the  goal  ! 

The  Doctor  called,  and  shouted,  and  fired  signais, 
and  Duk  made  piteous  lamentations  ;  but  there  was  no 
response.  Clawbonny  could  bear  up  no  longer;  he 
buried  his  head  in  bis  hands,  and  fairly  wept  aloud. 

At  such  a  di;;tance  from  the  coast,  it  was  impossible 
Hatteras  could  '  each  it  alive,  without  an  oar  or  even  so 
much  as  a  spar  to  help  him  ;  if  ever  he  touched  the  haven 
of  his  désire,  it  would  be  as  a  swollen,  mutilated  corpse! 
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.  ingcr  search  was  uscless,  and  nothing  remained 
but  to  résume  the  route  north.  The  tempest  was  dying 
out,  and  about  five  in  the  morning  on  the  iith  of  July, 
the  wind  fell,  and  the  sea  gradually  became  cahn.  The 
sky  recovered  its  polar  clearness^  and  kss  than  threc 
miles  away  the  land  appeared  in  ail  its  grandeur. 

The  new  continent  was  only  an  island^  or  rathcr  a 


volcano,  fixed  like  a  lighthouse  on  the  North  Pôle  of 
the  world. 

The  mountain  was  in  full  activity,  pouring  out  a 
mctss  of  burning  stones  and  glowing  rock.  At  every 
frcsh  éruption  there  was  a  convulsive  heaving  within,  as 
if  some  mighty  giant  were  rtspiring,  and  the  mas^js 
ejected  were  thrown  up  high  into  the  air  amidst  jets  ot 
bright  flame,  streams  of  lava  rolling  down  the  sides  in 
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impetuous  torrent?.  în  one  part,  serpents  of  fîre  seemed 


writhing  and  wriggling  amongst  smoking  rocks,  and  in 
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another  the  glowing  liquid  fell  in  cascades,  in  the  midst 
of  purple  vapour,  into  a  river  of  fire  below,  formed  of  a 
thousand  igneous  strcams,  which  emptied  itself  into  the 
sea,  the  waters  hissing  and  seething  like  a  boiling 
cauldron. 

Apparenlly  therc  was  only  one  crater  to  the  volcario, 
ont  of  which  the  columns  of  fire  issued,  streaked  with 
forked  lightning.  Electricity  seemed  to  hâve  something 
to  do  with  thîs  magnificent  panorama. 

Above  the  panting  flames  waved  an  immense  plume- 
shaped  cloud  of  smoke,  red  at  its  base  and  black  at  its 
summit.  It  rose  with  incomparable  majesty,  and  un- 
rolled  in  thick  volumes. 

The  sky  was  ash-colour  to  a  great  height,  and  it 
was  évident  that  the  darkness  that  had  prevailed  while 
th"  tempest  lasted,  which  had  seemed  quite  inexplicable 
to  the  Doctor,  was  owing  to  the  columns  of  cinders 
overspreading  the  sun  like  a  thick  curtain.  He  remem- 
bered  a  similar  phenomenon  which  occurred  in  the 
Barbadoes,  where  the  whole  island  was  plunged  in  pro- 
found  obscurity  by  the  mass  of  cinders  ejected  from  the 
crater  of  Isle  St.  Vincer.t. 

This  enormous  ignivomous  rock  in  the  middle  of  the 
3ea  was  six  thousand  feet  high,  just  about  the  altitude 
of  îlecla. 

h  seemed  to  rise  gradually  ont  of  the  water  as  the 
h(j'u  g  )L  ncHrer.  Thjre  was  no  trace  of  végétation, 
jïitit  eii  th.^re  was  no  shore  ;  the  rock  ran  straight  down 
to  tàe  sta. 

we  land  ?  "  said  the  Doctor. 
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"  The  wind  is  carryîng  us  right  to  it/'  said  Altanioiit. 
''  But  I  don't  see  an  inch  of  land  to  set  our  foot 


)i 


upon 

"  It  seems  so  at  this  distance/'  said  Johnson  ;  ''  but 
\ve  shall  be  sure  to  find  some  place  to  run  in  our  boat 
at,  and  that  is  ail  we  want/^ 

"  Let  us  go  on,  then/'  said  Clawbonny,  dejcctedly. 

He  had  no  heart  now  for  anything.  The  North 
Pôle  was  indecd  before  his  cyes,  but  not  the  man  who 
had  discovered  it. 

As  they  got  nearer  the  island,  which  was  not  more 
than  eight  or  ten  miles  in  circumference,  the  navigators 
noticed  a  tiny  fîord,  just  large  enough  to  harbour  their 
boat,  and  made  towards  it  immediately.  They  feared 
their  captain's  dead  body  would  meet  their  eyes  on  the 
eoast,  and  yet  it  seemed  difficult  fer  a  eorpse  to  li  on 
it,  for  there  was  no  shore,  and  the  sea  broke  on  steep 
rocks,  which  were  covered  with  cinders  above  water- 
mark. 

At  last  the  little  sloop  glided  gently  into  the  v  )W 
opening  between  two  sandbanks  just  visible  ab(^  the 
water,  where  she  would  be  safe  froni  the  violence  f  the 
breakers  ;  but  before  she  could  be  moored,  D' '  )egan 
howling  and  barking  again  in  the  most  piteous  .iianner, 
as  if  calling  on  the  cruel  sea  and  stony  rocks  to  yield  up 
his  lost  master.  The  Doctor  tried  to  '*alm  him  by 
caresses,  but  in  vain.  The  faithful  beast,  as  if  hc  would 
represent  the  captain,  sprang  on  shore  with  a  i'  'men- 
dous  bound,  sending  a  cloud  of  cinders  after  hini. 
''  Duk  !  Duk  !  "  called  Clawbonnv. 
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After  the  sloop  was  made  fast,  they  ail  got  out  and 
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went  aftcr  him.  Altamont  was  just  going  to  climb  to 
the  top  of  a  pile  of  stones,  wheu  thc  Doctor  exclaiined, 
"  Listen  !  '' 

Duk  was  harkiiig  vchcmently  somc  distance  off,  but 
his  bark  scemed  full  of  grief  rathcr  thaii  fury. 

^'  Has  he  corne  on  the  track  of  some  animal,  do  you 
think  ?  *^  asked  Johnson. 

"No,  no!"  said  Clawbonny,  shuddering.  "His 
bark  is  too  sorrowful;  it  is  thc  dog's  tear.  He  has 
found  the  body  of  Hatteras." 

They  ail  four  rushed  forvvard,  in  spite  of  the  blinding 
cinder-dust,  and  came  to  the  far-end  of  a  fiord,  where 
they  discovered  the  dog  barking  round  a  co  ps .  wrapped 
in  the  British  flag  ! 

"  Hatteras  !  Hatteras  !  "  cried  the  Doctor,  throwing 
himself  on  the  body  of  his  friend.  But  next  minute  he 
started  up  with  an  indescribable  cry,  and  shouted, 
"  Alive  !  alive  !  " 

"  Yes  1  "  said  a  feeble  voice  ;  "  yes,  alive  at  the 
North  Pôle,  on  Qiiceirs  Islaiid." 

"  Hurrah  for  England!"  shouted  ail  with  onc  accord. 

"  And  for  America  !  "  added  Claw  bonny,  holding 
out  one  hand  to  Hatteras  and  the  other  to  Altamont. 

Duk  was  not  behind  with  his  hurrah,  which  was 
worth  quite  as  much  as  the  others. 

For  a  few  minutes  the  joy  of  recovery  of  their 
captain  filled  ail  their  hearts,  and  the  poor  fellows  could 
not  restrain  their  tears. 

The  Doctor  found,  on  examination,  that  he  was  not 
seriously  hurt.    The  wind  threw  him  on  the  coast  where 
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landing  was  pcrilous  work,  but,  after  belng  drivcn  hack 
more  thaii  once  into  the  sea,  the  hardy  sailor  had 
nianaged  to  scramble  on  to  a  rock,  and  gradually  to 
hoist  himself  above  the  waves. 

Thcn  he  must  hâve  becomc  insensible,  for  he  remem- 
bered  nothing  more  except  rolling  himself  in  his  flag, 
He  only  awoke  to  consciousness  with  the  loud  barking 
and  caresses  of  his  faithful  Duk. 

After  p  little,  Hatteras  was  able  to  stand  up  siip- 
ported  by  the  Doctor,  and  tried  to  getback  to  the  sloop. 

He  kept  exclaiming,  "  The  Pôle  !  the  No'th  Polc  !  " 

"  You  are  happy  now  ?  "  said  his  friend. 

^'Yes,  happy  !  And  are  not  you?  Isn't  it  joy  to 
fînd  yourself  hère  !  The  ground  \ve  tread  is  round  the 
Pôle  !  The  air  we  breathe  is  the  air  that  blows  round 
the  Pôle  ;  The  sea  we  hâve  crossed  is  the  sea  which 
washes  the  Pôle  !  Oh  !  the  North  Pôle  !  the  North 
Pôle  !  '' 

He  had  become  quite  delirious  with  excitement,  and 
fever  burned  in  his  veins.  His  eyes  shone  with  im- 
natural  brilliancy,  and  his  brain  seemed  on  fire.  Perfect 
rest  was  what  he  most  needed,  for  the  Doctor  found  it 
impossible  to  quiet  him. 

A  place  of  encampment  must  therefore  be  fîxed 
upon  immediately. 

Altamont  speedily  discovered  a  grotto  composed  of 
rocks,  which  had  so  fallen  as  to  form  a  sort  of  cave. 
Johnson  and  Bell  carried  in  provisions,  and  gave  the 
dogs  their  liberty. 

About    eleven  o'clock,  breakfast,  or  rather   dinner, 
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"  Altam ">TrL  speedily  dist'ove  ed  a  grotto  composed  of  rocks."— P.  23-1. 
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was   rcady,   coiisistiiig    of  i)cnimican,    sait    mcat,  and 
smokincr-hot  tea  and  (ofllr. 

But  I  lattcras  wouid  do  nothing  till  thc  exact  posi- 
tion of  the  islaïul  was  asccrtaincd  ;  so  thc  Doctor  and 
Altaniont  set  to  work  with  tlicir  instruments^  and  found 
that  thc  exact  latitude  of  tlic  grotto  was  89*^  59'  15'. 
The  longitude  was  of  littlc  importance,  for  ail  the 
mcridians  blended  a  few  hundred  fect  higher. 

The  90^^  of  lat.  was  thcn  only  about  three  quartcrs 
of  a  mile  oÛ)  or  just  al)out  thc  summit  of  thc  volcano. 

When  thc  rcsult  was  connnunicatcd  to  1  lattcras,  he 
desired  that  a  formai  document  might  be  drawn  up  to 
attest  the  fact,  and  two  copies  made,  one  of  which  should 
be  deposited  on  a  cairn  on  thc  island. 

Clawbonny  was  the  scribe,  and  indited  the  following 
document,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  among  thc  archives 
of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London  : — 

"On  this  iith  day  of  July,  1861,  in  North  latitude 
89"^  59'  15"  was  discovered  Qiwcn's  Island  at  thc  North 
Pôle,  by  Captain  Hatteras,  Commander  of  thc  brig 
Forward  of  Liverpool,  who  signs  this,  as  also  ail  his 
companions. 

"Whoever  may  find  this  document  is  rcqucsted  to 
forward  it  to  the  Admiralty. 

"  (Signcd)     John  Hatteras,  Commander 
of  the  Forward. 
"Dr.  Clawbonny. 
"  Altamont,  Commander  of  the 

Porpoise. 
"Johnson,  Boatswain. 
"  Bell,  Carpentcr/' 
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And  mow,  friends,  corne  to  table/' said  the  Doctor, 
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Corning  ta  tulle  was  just  sqiiatting  on  the  ground. 

''But  who/' said  Clawbonny,  "would  not  givc'all 
the  tables  and  dining-roonis  in  the  world  to  dine  at  89" 
59'  and  15"  N.  lat.  ?  '* 

It  was  an  excitina;  occasion  tliis  first  nieal  at  the 
Pôle!  What  neithcr  ancients  nor  modems,  neither 
Europeans,  nor  Aniericans,  nor  Asiatics  had  been 
able  to  acconiplish  was  now  achieved,  and  ail  past 
sufiti'ings  and  périls  were  forgotten  in  the  glow  of 
success. 

"  But,  after  ail/'  said  Johnson,  after  toasts  to 
Hatteras  and  tlie  North  Pôle  had  been  enthusiastically 
drunk,  "what  is  there  so  very  spécial  about  the  North 
Pôle  ?     Will  you  tell  me,  Mr.  Clawbonny  ?  " 

''  Just  this,  my  good  Johnson.  It  is  the  only  point 
of  the  globe  that  is  motionless;  alî  the  other  points  are 
revolving  with  extrême  rapidity." 

"  But  I  don't  see  that  we  are  any  more  motionless 
hère  than  at  Liverpool." 

"  Because  in  both  cases  you  are  a  party  concerned, 
both  in  the  motion  and  the  rest  ;  but  the  fact  is 
certain." 

Clawbonny  then  went  on  to  describe  the  diurnal 
and  annual  motions  of  the  earth — the  one  round  its  own 
axis,  the  extremitics  of  which  are  the  pôles,  vvhich  is 
accomplished  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  other  round 
the  Sun,  which  takes  a  wholci  year, 

Bell  and  Johnson  listened  half  incredulously,  and 
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would  then  hâve  had  neither  day  nor  night,  nor  spring, 

summer,  autumn,  and  winter. 

"  Ay,  and  worse  still/'  said   Clawbonny,  "  if  the 

motion  chanced  to  be  interrupted,  we  should  fall  right 

into  the  sun  in  sixty-four  and  a  half  days." 

"  What  !  take  sixty-four  and  a  half  days  to  fall  ?  " 

exclaimed  Johnson. 

"  Yes,  we  are  ninety-five  raillions  of  miles  off.     But 

when  I  say  the  Pôle  is  motionless,  it  is  not  strictly  tnie  ; 
it  is  only  so  in  comparieon  with  the  rest  of  the  globe, 
for  it  has  a  certain  movement  of  its  own,  and  complètes 
a  circle  in  about  twenty-six  thousand  years.  This 
comes  from  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes/' 

A  long  and  leamed  talk  was  started  on  this  subject 
betwten  Altamont  and  the  Doctor,  simplified,  how- 
ever,  as  much  as  possible  for  the  benefit  of  Bell  and 
Johnson. 

Hatteras  took  no  part  in  it,  and  even  when  they  went 
on  to  speculate  about  the  earth's  centre,  and  discussed 
several  of  the  théories  that  had  been  advanced  respecting 
it,  he  seemed  not  to  hear  ;  it  was  évident  his  thoughts 
were  far  away. 

Among  other  opinions  put  forth  was  one  in  our 
own  days,  which  greatly  excited  Altamont*s  surprise. 
It  was  held  that  there  was  an  immense  opening  at  the 
pôles  which  led  into  the  heart  of  the  earth,  and  that  it 
was  out  of  the  opening  that  the  light  of  the  Aurora 
Borealis  streamed.  This  was  gravely  stated,  and  Captain 
Synness,  a  countryman  of  our  own,  actually  proposed 
that    Sir    Humphrey   Davy,   Humboldt,    and    Arago 
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should  undertake  an  expédition  through  it,  but  they 

refused." 

"  And  quite  right  too,"  said  Altamont. 

«  So  say  I  ;  but  you  see,  my  friends,  what  absurdities 
imagination  has  conjured  up  about  thèse  régions,  and 
how,  sooner  or  later,  the  simple  reality  comes  to 
light." 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

MOUNT    HATTERAS. 

After  this  conversation  they  ail  made  themseives  as 
comfortable  as  they  could,  and  lay  down  to  sleep. 

Ail,  except  Hatteras  ;  and  why  could  this  extra- 
ordinary  man  not  sleep  like  the  others  ? 

Was  not  the  purpose  of  his  life  attained  now  ?  Had 
he  not  realized  his  most  daring  project?  Why  could 
he  not  rest  ?  Indeed,  might  not  one  hâve  supposed  that, 
after  the  strain  his  nervous  System  had  undergone,  he 
would  long  for  rest  ? 

But  no,  he  grew  more  and  more  excited,  and  it  was 
not  the  thought  of  returning  that  so  affected  him.  Was 
he  bent  on  going  further  still  ?  Had  his  passion  for 
travel  no  limits  ?  Was  the  world  too  small  for  him  now 
he  had  circumnavigated  it. 

Whatever  might  be  the  cause,  he  could  not  sleep; 
yet  this  first  night  at  the  Pôle  was  clear  and  calm.  The 
isle  was  absolutely  unïnhabited — not  a  bird  was  to  be 
seen  in  this  burning  atmosphère,  not  an  animal  on  thèse 
scoriae-covered  rocks,  not  a  fîsh  in  thèse  seething  waters. 

Next  morning,   when   Altamont,   and  the   others 
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There  hc  was  standing  on  a  rock,  gazing  fixcdly  at  thc 
top  of  the  mountain.  His  instruments  wcre  in  his 
hand;  and  he  was  evidently  calculating  thc  exact  longi- 
tude and  latitude. 

The  Doctor  went  towards  him  and  spoke,  but  it  was 
long  beforc  he  could  rousc  him  from  his  absorbing  con- 
templations. At  last  the  captain  seemed  to  understand, 
and  Clawbonny  said,  while  he  examined  him  with  a  keen 
scrutinizing  glanée — 

"  Let  us  go  round  the  island.  lîere  we  are,  ail 
readv  for  our  last  excursion." 

"  The  last  !  *'  repeated  Hatteras,  as  if  in  a  dream. 
"  Yes  !  I  the  last  truly  ;.  but,"  he  addcd,  with  more 
animation,  "  the  most  wonderful." 

He  pressed  both  hands  on  his  brow  as  he  spoke,  as 
if  to  calm  the  inward  tumult. 

Just  then  Altamont  and  the  others  came  up,  and 
their  appcarance  seemed  to  dispel  the  hallucinations 
under  which  he  was  labouring. 

"  My  friends,"  he  said,  in  a  voice  full  of  émotion, 
"  thanks  for  your  courage,  thanks  for  your  persévérance, 
thanks  for  your  superhuman  efforts,  through  which  we 
are  permitted  to  set  our  feet  on  this  soil." 

"  Captain,"  said  Johnson,  "  we  hâve  only  obcyed 
orders  ;  to  you  alone  belongs  the  honour." 

"  No,  no  !  "  exclaimcd  Hatteras,  with  a  violent  out- 
burst  of  émotion,  "  to  ail  of  you  as  much  as  to  me  !  To 
Altamont  as  much  as  any  of  us,  as  much  as  the  Doctor 
himself!  Oh,  let  my  heart  break  in  your  hands,  it 
cannot  contain  its  joy  and  gratitude  any  longer." 
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"There  he  wos,  standing  on  a  rock,  gazing  ûxedly  at  the  top  of  the  mouutuiu." 
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He  grasped  the  hands  of  his  brave  companioiis  as 
he  spokc,  and  paccd  iip  and  down  as  if  hu  had  lost  ail 
seif-coiitrol. 

*'  We  havc  only  donc  our  duty  as  Eiiglishmcn,*'  >aid 
Bell. 

"  And  as  fricnds/'  addcd  Clawbonny. 

"Yes;    but   ail  did   not  do    it,"   rcplicd    Ilatttras 
"  some  gave  way.     Howevcr,  we  nuist  pardon  tlieni — 
pardon  both  the  traitors  and  thosc  who  were  led  away 
by  thcm.     Poor  fellows!    I   forgive   theni.     Yoii    hcar 
me,  Doctor  ?  ** 

"  Ycs,"  replied  Clawbonny,  beginning  to  he  seriously 
uneasy  at  his  friend's  excitement. 

"  I  hâve  no  wish,  therefore/*  continued  the  captain, 
"that  they  should  lose  the  little  fortune  they  came  so 
far  to  seek.  No,  the  original  agreement  is  to  remain 
unaltered,  and  they  shall  be  rich — if  they  ever  see 
England  again." 

It  would  hâve  been  difficult  not  to  hâve  been  touched 
by  the  pathetic  tone  of  voice  in  which  Hatteras  said  this. 

"  But,  captain,"  interrupted  Johnson,  trying  to  joke, 
"  one  would  think  you  were  making  your  will  !  " 

"  Perhaps  I  am,"  said  Hatteras,  gravely. 

"  And  yet  you  hâve  a  long  bright  career  of  glory 
before  you  !  " 

"  Who  knows  ?  "  was  the  rcply. 

No  one  answered,  and  the  Doctor  did  not  dare  to 
guess  his  meaning;  but  Hatteras  soon  niade  thcm  undcr- 
stand  it,  for  presently  he  said,  in  a  hurricd,  agitated 
manner,  as  if  he  could  scarcely  command  himself — 
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"  Friends,  listcn  to  me.  Wc  hâve  donc  iinuli 
aiready,  but  nnich  yet  remains  to  he  donc." 

E^is  companions  lieard  hini  with  profound  astonisli- 
ment. 

"  Yes/*  he  rcsumed,  "  we  arc  close  to  thc  Pôle,  but 
wc  are  not  on  it." 

*'  How  do  you  make  that  ont/'  said  Altamont. 

"  Yes/'  replicd  Ilattcras,  with  véhémence,  *' I  said 
an  Englishman  should  plant  his  foot  on  thc  Pôle  of  thc 
world  !    I  said  it,  and  an  Englishman  shall." 

"  What  '  "  cried  Clawbonny. 

"  Wc  arc  still  45 "  from  thc  unknown  point,"  re- 
sumed  Hatteras,  with  increasing  animation,  "and  to 
that  point  I  shall  go." 

"  But  it  is  on  thc  siinnuit  of  the  volcano,"  said  the 
Doctor. 

"  I  shall  go." 

"  It  is  an  inacccssii)lc  conc  !  " 

*'  I  shall  go." 

"  But  it  is  a  yawning  ficry  cratcr  !  " 

"  I  shall  go." 

The  tone  of  absolute  détermination  in  which 
Hatteras  pronounccd  thèse  words  it  is  impossible  to 
dcscribe. 

Mis  friends  were  stupefied,  and  gazcd  in  terror  at 
thc  blazing  mountain. 

At  last  the  Doctor  rccovered  himself,  and  began  to 
urge  and  entreat  Hatteras  to  renouncc  his  projcct.  He 
tried  evcry  mcans  his  heart  dictatcd,  from  humble 
supplications    to    fricndly  thrcats;   but   he  could   gain 
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iiothiiig — a  sort  of  frcnzy  hati  comt*  ovcr  the  captaiii, 
an  absolutc  nionomania  about  the  Pulc. 

Nothing  but  violent  nieasures  would  keep  him  butk 
f'roiTi  destruction,  but  the  Doctor  was  unwiUing  to 
employ  thèse  uniess  driven  to  extremity. 

Ile  trusted,  moreover,  tliat  physical  inipossibihtics, 
insuperable  obstacles  would  bar  his  Further  progress, 
and  mcantimc  finding  ail  protestations  were  useless,  hc 
simply  said — 

"  Very  well,  since  you  are  bcnt  on  it,  weMl  go  too." 

**  Yes,"  replied  Ilatteras,  "  half-way  up  the  moun- 
tain,  but  iiot  a  step  beyond.  You  know  you  hâve  to 
carry  back  to  England  the  duplicatc  of  the  document 
in  the  cairn " 


"  Yes  ;  but- 


» 


"  It  is  scttled/'  said  Hatteras,  in  an  imperious  tone; 
"  and  since  the  prayers  of  a  friend  will  not  suffice,  the 
captain  commands." 

The  Doctor  did  not  insist  longer,  and  a  few  minutes 
after  the  little  band  set  out,  accompanied  by  Duk. 

It  was  about  eight  o'clock  when  they  commenced 
their  difficult  ascent;  the  sky  was  splendid,  and  the 
thermometer  stood  at  52*^. 

Hatteras  and  his  dog  went  first,  closcly  followed  by 
the  others. 

"  I  am  afraid,"  said  Johnson  to  the  Doctor. 

"No,  no,  there's  nothing  to  be  afraid  of;  we  art 
hère." 

This  singular  little  island  appeared  to  be  of  récent 
formation,  and  was  evidently  the  product  of  successive 
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volcanic  éruptions.  The  rocks  were  ail  lying  loose  on 
the  top  of  each  other,  and  it  was  a  marvel  how  they 
preserved  their  equilibrium.  Strictly  speaking,  the 
mountain  was  only  a  heap  of  stones  thrown  down  from 
a  height,  and  the  mass  of  rocks  which  composed  the 
island  had  evidently  corne  out  of  the  bowels  of  the 
eaith. 

The  earth,  indeed,  may  be  compared  to  a  vast  caul- 
dron  of  spherical  form,  in  which,  under  the  influence 
of  a  central  fire,  immense  quantities  of  vapours  are 
generated,  which  would  explode  the  globe  but  for  the 
safety-valves  outside. 

Thèse  safety-valves  are  volcanoes,  when  one  closes 
another  opens  ;  and  at  the  Pôles  where  the  crust  of  the 
earth  is  thinner,  owing  to  its  being  flattened,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  a  volcano  should  be  suddenly  formed  by 
the  upheaving  of  some  part  of  the  océan- bed. 

The  Doctor,  while  following  Hatteras,  was  closely 
following  ail  the  peculiarities  of  the  island,  and  he  was 
further  confirmed  in  his  opinion  as  to  its  récent  forma- 
tion by  the  absence  of  water.  Had  it  existed  for 
centuries,  the  thermal  springs  would  hâve  flowed  from 
its  bosom. 

As  they  got  higher,  the  ascent  became  more  and 
more  difficult,  for  the  flanks  of  the  mountain  were 
almost  perpendicular,  and  it  required  the  utmost  care  to 
keep  them  from  falling.  Clouds  of  scorije  and  ashes 
would  whirl  round  them  repeatedly,  threatening  them 
with  asphyxia,  or  torrents  of  lava  would  bar  their 
passage.    In  parts  where  thèse  torrents  ran  horizontally. 
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the  outside  had  become  hardened  ;  while  underneath 
was  the  boiling  lava,  and  every  step  the  travellers  took 
had  first  to  be  tcsted  with  the  iron-tipped  stafF  to  avoid 
being  suddenly  plunged  into  the  scalding  liquid. 

At  intervais  large  fragments  of  red-hot  rock  were 
thrown  up  from  the  crater,  and  burst  in  the  air  like 
bomb-shells,  scattering  the  débris  to  enormous  dis- 
tances in  ail  directions. 

Hatteras,  however,  climbed  up  the  steepest  ascents 
with  surprising  agility,  disdaining  the  help  of  his  staff. 

He  arrived  before  long  at  a  circular  rock,  a  sort  of 
plateau  about  ten  feet  wide.  A  river  of  boiling  lava 
surrounded  it,  except  in  one  part,  where  it  forked  away 
to  a  higher  rock,  leaving  a  narrow  passage,  through 
which  Hatteras  fearlessly  passed. 

Hère  he  stopped,  and  his  companions  managed  to 
rejoin  him,  He  seemed  to  be  measuring  with  his  eye 
the  distance  he  had  yet  to  get  over.  Horizontally,  he 
was  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  from  the  top  of 
the  crater,  but  vertically  he  had  nearly  three  times  that 
distance  to  traverse. 

The  ascent  had  occupied  three  hours  already. 
Hatteras  showed  ne  signs  of  fatigue,  while  the  others 
were  almost  spent. 

The  summit  of  the  volcano  appeared  inaccessible, 
and  the  Doctor  determined  at  any  price  to  prevent 
Hatteras  from  attempting  to  proceed.  He  tried  gentle 
means  fîrst,  but  the  captain's  excitement  was  fast  be- 
coming  delirium.  During  their  ascent,  symptoms  of 
insanity  had  become  more  and  more  marked,  and  no 
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one  could  be  surprised  who  knew  anything  of  his  pre- 
vious  history. 

"  Hatteras/'  said  the  Doctor,  "  it  is  enough  !  we 
cannot  go  further  !  '* 

"Stop,  then,"  he  replied,  in  a  strangely  altered 
voice  ;  "  I  am  going  highcr." 

No,  it  is  useless;  you  are  at  the  Pôle  already." 
No,  no  !  higher,  higher  !  " 

My  friend,  do  you  know  who  is  speaking  to  you  ? 
It  is  I,  Doctor  Clawbonnv." 

Higher,  higher  !  '*  repeated  the  madman. 
Very  well,  we  shall  not  aîlow  it — that  is  ail." 
He  had  hardly  uttered  the  woids  before  Hatteras, 
by  a  superhunian  effort,  sprang  over  the  boiling  lava, 
and  was  beyond  the  reach  of  his  companions. 

A  cry  of  horror  burst  from  every  lip,  for  they  thought 
the  poor  captain  must  hâve  perished  in  that  fiery  gulf  ; 
but  there  he  was  safe  on  the  other  side,  accompanied  by 
his  faithfui  Duk,  who  would  not  leave  him. 

He  speedily  disappeared  behind  a  curtain  of  smoke, 
and  they  heard  his  voice  growing  fainter  in  the  distance, 
shouting — 

"  To  the  north  !  to  the  north  !  to  the  top  of  Mount 
Hatteras  !     Remember  Mount  Hatteras  !" 

Ail  pursuit  of  him  was  out  of  the  question  ;  it  was 
impossible  to  leap  across  the  fiery  torrent,  and  equally 
impossible  to  get  round  it.  Altamont,  indeed,  was  mad 
enough  to  make  an  attempt,  and  would  certainly  hâve 
lost  his  life  if  the  others  had  not  held  him  back  by  main 
force. 
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'Hatteras  did  not  even  turn  once  to  look  back,  but  marched  strait^hf  nn 
carrymg  his  country's  flag  attached  to  hia  ïuS/'-p.  îjÎS]  ' 
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"  Hatteras  !  Hatteras  !  "  shouted  the  Doctor,  but 
no  response  was  heard  save  the  faint  bark  of  Duk. 

At  intervais,  however,  a  glimpse  of  him  could  be 
caught  through  the  clouds  of  smoke  and  showers  of 
ashes.  Sometimes  his  head,  sometimes  his  arm 
appeared  ;  then  he  was  out  of  sight  again,  and  a  few 
minutes  later  was  seen  higher  up  clinging  to  the  rocks. 
His  size  constantly  decreased  with  the  fantastic  rapidity 
of  objects  rising  upwards  in  the  air.  In  half-an-hour 
he  was  only  half  his  size. 

The  air  was  full  of  the  deep  rumbling  noise  of  the 
volcano,  and  the  mountain  shook  and  trembled.  From 
time  to  time  a  loud  fall  was  heard  behind,  and  the 
travellers  would  see  some  enormous  rock  rebounding 
from  the  heights  to  engulph  itself  in  the  polar  basin 
below. 

Hatteras  did  not  even  tum  once  to  look  back,  but 
marched  straight  on,  carrying  his  country's  flag  attached 
to  his  staff.  His  terrified  friends  watched  every  move- 
ment,  and  saw  him  gradually  decrease  to  microscopic 
dimensions,  while  Duk  looked  no  larger  than  a  big  rat. 

Then  came  a  moment  of  intense  anxiety,  for  the 
wind  beat  down  on  them  an  immense  sheet  of  flame, 
and  they  could  see  nothing  but  the  red  glare.  A  cry  of 
agony  escaped  the  Doctor  ;  but  an  instant  afterwards 
Hatteras  reappeared,  waving  his  flag. 

For  a  whole  hour  this  fearful  spectacle  went  on — an 
hour  of  battle  with  unsteady  loose  rocks  and  quagmires 
of  ashes,  where  the  foolhardy  climber  sank  up  to  his 
waist.     Sometimes  they  saw  him  hoist  himself  up  by 
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leaning  knees  and  loins  against  the  rocks  in  narrow, 
intricate  winding  paths,  and  sometimes  he  would  be 
hanging  on  by  both  hands  to  some  sharp  crag,  swing- 
ing  to  and  fro  like  a  withered  tuft. 

At  last  he  reached  the  summit  of  the  mountain^  the 
mouth  of  the  crater.  Hère  the  Doctor  hoped  the 
infatuated    man  would  stop,  at  any  rate,  and  would, 
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perhaps,  recover  his  sensés,  and  expose  himself  to  no 
more  danger  than  the  descent  involved. 

Once  more  he  shouted — 

"  Hatteras  1  Hatteras  !  " 

There  was  such  a  pathos  of  entreaty  in  his  tone  that 
Altamont  felt  moved  to  his  inmost  soûl. 

"  ru  save  him  yet  !  "  he  exclaimed  ;  and  before 
Clawbonny  could  hinder  him,  he  had  cleared  with  a 
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bound  the  torrent  of  fire,  and  was  out  of  sight  among 
the  rocks. 

Meantime,  Hatteras  had  mounted  a  rock  which 
overhung  the  crater^  and  stood  waving  his  flag  amidst 
showers  of  stones  which  rained  down  on  him.  Duk 
was  by  his  side  ;  but  the  poor  beast  was  growing  dizzy 
in  such  close  proximity  to  the  abyss. 

Hatteras  balanced  his  staff  in  one  hand^  and  with 
the  other  sought  to  fînd  the  précise  mathematical  point 
where  ail  the  meridians  of  the  globe  meet,  the  point  on 
which  it  was  his  sublime  purpose  to  plant  his  foot. 

Ail  at  once  the  rock  gave  way,  and  he  disappeared. 
A  cry  of  horror  broke  from  his  companions,  and  rang 
to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  Clawbonny  thought  his 
friend  had  perished,  and  lay  buried  for  ever  in  the  depths 
of  the  volcano.  A  second — only  a  second,  though  it 
seemed  an  âge — elapsed,  and  there  was  Altamont  and 
the  dog  holding  the  ill-fated  Hatteras  !  Man  and  dog 
had  caught  him  at  the  very  moment  when  he  dis- 
appeared in  the  abyss. 

Hatteras  was  saved  !  Saved  in  spite  of  himself  ; 
and  half-an-hour  later  he  lay  unconscious  in  the  arms 
of  his  despairing  companions. 

When  he  came  to  himself,  the  Doctor  looked  at  him 
in  speechless  anguish,  for  there  was  no  glance  of  récog- 
nition in  his  eye.  It  was  the  eye  of  a  blind  man,  who 
gazes  without  seeing. 

*'  Good  heavens  !  "  exclaimed  Johnson  ;  "  he  is 
blind  !  " 

No,"  replied  Clawbonny,  "  no  !    My  poor  friends. 
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we  hâve  only  saved  the  body  of  Hatteras  ;  his  soûl  is 
left  behind  on  the  top  of  the  volcano.  His  reason  is 
gone !  " 

"  Insane  !  "  exclaimed  Johnson  and  Altamont,  in 
consternation. 

"  Insane  !  "  repHed  the  Doctor,  and  the  big  tears 
ran  down  his  cheeks. 
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RETURN    SOUTH. 


Three  hou^s  after  this  sad  dénouement  of  theadventures 
of  Captain  Hatteras,  the  whole  party  were  back  once 
more  in  the  grotto. 

Clawbonny  was  asked  his  opinion  as  to  what  was 
best  to  be  donc. 

"  Well,  frieuds/'  he  said,  "  we  cannot  stay  longer  in 
this  island  ;  the  sea  is  open,  and  we  hâve  enough 
provisions.  We  ought  to  start  at  once,  and  get  back 
without  the  least  delay  to  Fort  Providence,  where  we 
must  winter.'' 

"Thatismy  opinion,  too,*' said  Altamont.  "The 
wind   is   favourable,   so    to-morrow    we    will    get    to 


sea. 
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The  day  passtd  in  profound  déjection.  The  insanity 
of  the  captain  was  a  bad  omen,  and  when  they  began  to 
talk  over  the  return  voyage,  their  hearts  failed  them  for 
fcar.     They  missed  the  intrepid  spirit  of  their  leader. 

However,  like  brave  men,  they  preparetl  to  battle 
anew  with  the  éléments  and  with  themselves,  if  ever 
they  felt  inclined  to  give  way. 
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Return  South. 


Nex.  morning  they  msn\c  ail    ready   to   sail,   and 


brought  the  tent  and  aîl  its  belongings  on  board. 


Return  South, 


2.15 


sail,   and 


ird. 


But  before  Icaving  thcsc  rocks,  never  to  return,  thc 
Doctor  carrying  out  thc  intentions  of  Hattcras,  had  a 
cairn  ercctcd  on  thc  very  spot  whcre  thc  poor  fcllow 
had  jumped  ashore.  It  was  made  of  grcat  blocks  placcd 
onc  on  thc  top  of  thc  other,  so  as  to  be  a  landmark 
pcrfcctiy  visible  while  thc  éruptions  of  thc  volcano  left 
it  undisturbcd.  On  one  of  thc  side  stones,  Bell  chiscllcd 
the  simple  inscription — 

John  Hatteras. 

The  duplicate  of  the  document  attesting  thc  discovery 
of  the  North  Pôle  was  encloscd  in  a  tinned  iron  cylinder, 
and  deposited  in  the  cairn,  to  remain  as  a  silcnt  witncss 
among  those  désert  rocks. 

This  donc,  the  four  men  and  the  captain,  a  poor 
body  without  a  soûl,  set  out  on  the  return  voyage, 
accompanied  by  the  faithful  Duk,  who  had  become  sad 
and  downcast.  A  new  sail  was  manufactured  out  of  the 
tent,  and  about  ten  o'clock,  the  little  sloop  sailed  out 
before  the  wind. 

She  made  a  quick  passage,  finding  abundance  of 
open  water.  It  was  certainly  casier  to  get  away  from 
the  Pôle  than  to  get  to  it. 

But  Hatteras  knew  nothing  that  was  passing  around 
him.  He  lay  full  Icngth  in  the  boat,  perfectly  silcnt, 
with  lifcless  eye  and  folded  arms,  and  Duk  lying  at  his 
feet.  Clawbqnny  frequently  addressed  him,  but  could 
elicit  no  reply. 

On  the  ijth  they  sighted  Altamont  Harbour,  but  as 


thc  sea  was  opcn  ail  along  thc  coast,  they  dctermined  to 
go  round  to  Victoria  Bay  by  water,  instcad  of  crossing 
New  America  in  thc  slcdge. 

The  voyage  was  casy  and  rapid.  In  a  week  they 
accomplished  what  had  taken  a  fortnight  in  the  sledge, 
and  on  the  23rd  they  cast  anchor  in  Victoria  Bay. 

As  soon  as  the  sloop  was  made  fast,  they  ail  hastened 
to  Fort  Providence.  But  what  a  scène  of  dévastation 
met  their  eyes  !  Doctor's  House,  stores,  powder- 
magazinc,  fortifications,  ail  had  melted  away,  and  the 
provisions  had  bcen  ransackcd  by  devouring  animais. 

The  navigators  had  almost  corne  to  thc  end  of  their 
supplies,  and  had  been  reckoning  on  replenishing  their 
stores  at  Fort  Providence.  The  impossibility  of  winter- 
ing  therc  now  was  évident,  and  they  decided  to  get  to 
Baflfin's  Bay  by  the  shortest  route. 

"  We  hâve  no  alternative,''  said  Clawbonny  ; 
"  Baffin's  Bay  is  not  more  than  six  hundred  miles 
distant.  We  can  sail  as  long  as  therc  is  water  enough 
under  our  sloop,  and  get  to  Jones*  Sound,  and  then  on 
to  the  Danish  settlements.'' 

"Yes,"  said  Altamont;  "let  us  collect  what  food 
remains,  and  be  off  at  once." 

After  a  thorough  search,  a  few  cases  of  pemmican 
were  found  scattered  hère  and  there,  and  two  barrels  of 
preserved  méat,  altogether  enough  for  six  weeks,  and  a 
good  supply  of  powder.  It  was  soon  collected  and 
brought  on  board,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  was 
employed  in  caulking  the  sloop  and  putting  h^r  in  good 
tri  m. 
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Next  moming  thcy  put  ont  once  more  to  sea.  Thc 
voyage  prcscntcd  no  grcîit  difficultics,  thc  drift-ice  bcing 
casily  avoidcd  ;  but  still  thc  Doctor  thought  it  advisablc, 
in  case  of  possible  delays,  to  limit  thc  rations  to  onc- 
half.  This  was  no  grcat  hardship,  as  thcrc  was  not 
much  work  for  anyonc  to  do,  and  ail  wcrc  in  pcrfect 
health. 

Bcsidcs,  thcy  found  a  littlc  shooting,  and  brought 
down  ducks,  and  gccsc,  and  guillcmots,  or  sea  turtle- 
dovcs.  Watcr  thcy  wcrc  ablc  to  supply  thcmsclves 
with  in  abundancc,  from  the  frcsh-watcr  icebergs  thcy 
constantly  fell  in  with  as  thcy  kept  ncar  thc  coast,  not 
daring  to  vcnturc  out  to  the  open  sea  in  so  frail  a  barque. 

At  that  time  of  the  year,  the  thermometer  was 
alrcady  constantly  bclow  freezing  point.  Thc  fréquent 
rains  changed  to  snow,  and  thc  weather  became  gloomy. 
Each  day  thc  sun  dipped  lower  below  the  horizon,  and 
on  the  30th,  for  a  few  minutes,  hc  was  out  of  sight 
altogcther. 

However,  the  littlc  sloop  sailcd  stcadily  on  without 
stopping  an  instant.  They  knew  what  fatigues  and 
obstacles  a  land  journey  involved,  if  thcy  should  be 
forccd  to  adopt  it,  and  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  for  soon 
thc  open  water  would  harden  to  firm  ground  ;  alrcady 
thc  young  icc  had  begun  to  form.  In  thèse  high 
latitudes  there  is  neither  spring  nor  autumn;  winter 
follows  close  on  the  hcels  of  summcr. 

On  thc  3ist  thc  first  stars  glimmered  overhead,  and 
from  that  time  forwards  there  was  continuai  fog,  which 
considcrably  impeded  navigation. 
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The  Doctor  became  very  uiieasy  at  thèse  multiplied 
indications  of  approaching  winter.  He  knew  the  difti- 
culties  Sir  John  Ross  had  to  contend  vvith  after  he  left 
hls  ship  to  try  and  reach  Baffin's  Bay,  and  how,  after 
ail,  he  was  compelled  to  return  and  pass  a  fourth  winter 
on  board.  It  was  bad  enough  with  shelter  and  food 
and  fuel,  but  if  any  such  calamity  befell  the  survivors 


of  the  Forwardy  if  they  were  obliged  to  stop  or  return, 
they  were  lost. 

The  Doctor  said  nothing  of  his  anxieties  to  his 
companions,  but  only  urged  them  to  get  as  far  east  as 
possible. 

At  last,  after  thirty  days*  tolerably  quick  sailing, 
and  after  battling  for  forty-eight  hours  against  the 
increasing   drift    ice,   and    risking    the    frail    sloop   a 
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hundred  times,  the  navigators  savv  themsclves  blocked 
in  on  ail  sides.  Further  progress  was  impossible,  for 
thc  sea  was  frozen  in  every  direction,  and  the  thcr- 
mometer  was  only  15^^  abovc  zéro. 

Altamont  made  a  reckoning  with  scrupul  )us  pré- 
cision, and  foiind  they  were  in  77°  15'  latitude,  and  85^ 
2'  longitude. 

"This  is  our  exact  position  then,''  said  the  Doctor, 
"  We  are  in  South  Lincoln,  just  at  Cape  Eden,  and  are 
entering  Jones'  Sound.  With  a  little  more  good  luck, 
we  should  hâve  found  open  water  right  to  Baffin's  Bay. 
But  we  must  not  grumble.  If  my  poor  Hatteras  had 
found  as  navigable  a  sea  at  first,  he  would  hâve  soon 
reached  the  Pôle.  His  men  would  not  hâve  deserted 
him,  and  his  brain  would  not  hâve  given  way  under  the 
pressure  of  terrible  trial.*' 

"  I  suppose,  then,"  said  Altamont,  "our  only  course 
is  to  leave  the  sloop,  and  get  by  sledge  to  the  east  coast 
of  Lincoln." 

"  Yes  ;  but  I  think  we  should  go  through  Jones' 
Sound,  and  get  to  South  Devon  instcad  of  crossing 
Lincoln." 

'^Why?" 

"  Because  thc  nearer  we  get  to  Lancaster  Sound, 
the  more  chance  we  hâve  of  meeting  whalers." 

'^  You  are  right  ;  but  I  question  whether  the  ice  is 
firm  enough  to  makc  it  practicable." 

"  We'll  try,"  replied  Clawbonny. 

The  little  vessel  was  unloaded,  and  the  sledge  put 
togethe;  again.     Ail  the  paris  were  in  good  condition. 
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so  the  ne\t  day  thc  dogs  wcrc  harnessed,  and  they 
started  off  along  thc  coast  to  reach  thc  icc-field;  but 
Altamont's  opinion  provcd  right.  They  could  not  gct 
through  Joncs'  Sound,  and  wcrc  obliged  to  follow  thc 
coast  to  Lincohi. 

At  last,  on  thc  24th,  they  set  foot  on  North  Devon. 

"  Now,''  said  Clawbonny,  "  we  hâve  only  to  cross 
this,  and  gct  to  Cape  Warcnder  at  the  entrance  to 
Lancaster  Sound." 

But  thc  wcathcr  became  frightful,  and  very  cold. 
Thc  snow-storms  and  tempests  return ed  with  wintcr 
violence,  and  thc  travcllers  fclt  too  vveak  to  contend 
with  them.  Their  stock  of  provisions  was  almost 
exhausted,  and  rations  had  to  be  reduced  now  to  a 
third,  that  thc  dogs  might  havc  food  enough  to  kcep 
them  in  working  condition. 

Thc  nature  of  thc  ground  added  grcatly  to  thc 
fatigue.  North  Devon  is  extremcly  wild  and  rugged, 
and  the  path  across  thc  Trautcr  mountains  is  through 
difficult  gorges.  The  whole  party — men,  and  dogs,  and 
sledge  ahkc — wcre  frcquently  forced  to  stop,  for  they 
could  not  struggle  on  against  the  fury  of  the  cléments. 
More  than  once  despair  crept  over  the  brave  little  band, 
hardy  as  they  wcre,  and  used  to  Polar  sufFerings. 
Though  scarcely  aware  of  it  thcmselves,  they  were  com- 
pletely  worn  out,  physically  and  mentally. 

It  was  not  till  the  30th  of  August  that  they  emerged 
from  thèse  wild  mountains  into  a  plain,  which  seemed 
to  hâve  been  upturned  and  convulsed  by  volcanic  action 
at  some  distant  period. 
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Hère  it  was  absolutely  neccssary  to  takc  a  few  days' 
rcst,  for  the  travellers  coiild  not  drag  one  foot  after  the 
othcr,  and  two  of  the  doîrs  had  died  from  exhaustion. 
None  of  the  party  felt  equal  to  put  up  the  tent,  so  they 
took  shelter  behind  an  iceberg. 

Provisions  vvere  novv  so  reduced,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing  their  scanty   rations,  thcre  was  only  enough   left 


for  onc  week.  Starvation  stared  the  poor  fcllows  in  the 
face. 

Altamont,  who  had  displayed  grcat  unselfishncss 
and  dévotion  to  the  othcrs,  roused  his  sinking  énergies, 
and  determined  to  go  ont  and  findfood  for  his  comrades. 

He  took  his  gun,  callcd  Diik,  and  went  off  ahuost 
unnoticed  by  the  rest. 

He  had  been  absent  about  an  hour,  and  only  once 
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during  that  timc  had  they  heard  thc  report  of  hîs  gun  ; 
and  now  he  was  coming  back  cmpty-handed,  but 
running  as  if  tcrrified. 

"  What  is  thc  mattcr  ?  ''  asked  the  Doctor. 

"  Down  there,  iinder  the  snow  !  '*  said  Altamont, 
speaking  as  if  scarcd,  and  pointing  in  a  particular  direc- 
tion. ^ 

"  What  ?  " 

"A  whole  oarty  of  men  !  " 

"Alive?" 

"  Dead — frozen — and  even— 


a 


He  did  not  finish  the  sentence,  but  a  look  of  un- 
speakable  horror  came  over  his  face. 

The  Doctor  and  thc  others  were  so  roused  by  this 
incident,  that  they  managed  to  get  up  and  drag  them- 
selves  after  Altamont  towards  the  place  he  indicated. 

They  soon  arrived  at  a  narrow  part  at  the  bottom  of 
a  ravine,  and  what  a  spectacle  met  their  gaze  !  Dead 
bodies,  alrcady  stifF,  lay  half-buried  in  a  winding-sheet 
of  snow.  A  leg  visible  hère,  an  arm  there,  and  yonder 
shrunken  hands  and  rigid  faces,  stampcd  vvith  the 
expression  of  rage  and  despair. 

The  Doctor  stooped  down  to  look  at  thcm  more 
closely,  but  instantly  startcd  back  pale  and  agitated, 
while  Duk  barked  ominously. 

'^  Horrible,  horrible  !  "  he  said.    - 

"  What  is  it  ?  "  asked  Johnson. 

"  Don't  you  recognizc  them  ?  ^^ 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?  '* 

"  Look  and  see  !  '^ 
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It  was  évident  this  ravine  had  been  but  recently  the 
scène  of  a  fcarful  struggle  with  cold,  and  despair,  and 
siarvation,  for  by  certain  horrible  rcmains  it  was  mani- 
fejt  that  the  poor  wretches  had  bcen  feeding  on  huinan 
flesh,  perhaps  while  still  warm  and  palpitating;  and 
among  them  the  Doctor  recognized  Shandon,  Pen,  and 
the  ill-fated  crew  of  the  Forward  !  Their  strength  had 
failei;  provisions  had  corne  to  an  end;  their  boat  had 
bcen  broken,  perhaps  by  an  avalanche  or  engulphed  in 
some  abyss,  and  they  could  not  take  advantage  of  the 
open  sea  ;  or  perhaps  they  had  lost  their  way  in  wander- 
ing  OTcr  thèse  unknovvn  continents.  Moreover,  men 
who  set  ont  under  the  excitement  of  a  revoit  were  not 
likely  tj  remain  long  united.  The  leader  of  a  rébellion 
has  bu'  a  doubtful  power,  and  no  doubt  Shandon^s 
authoriiy  had  been  soon  cast  off. 

Be  that  as  it  might,  it  was  évident  the  crew  had 
corne  through  agonies  of  suffering  and  despair  before 
this  last  terrible  catastrophe,  but  the  secret  of  their 
miseries  is  buricd  with  them  beneath  the  polar  snows. 

"  Corne  away  !  come  away  !  ''  said  the  Doctor, 
dragging  his  companions  from  the  scène.  Horror  gave 
them  momentary  strength,  and  they  resumed  their 
march  without  stopping  a  minute  longer. 


tr. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


CONCLUSION. 


■'h      I 


■  f       'f 

14 

I 
j     l 

h 


It  would  be  useless  to  enumcrate  ail  the  misfo'tunes 
which  befcll  the  survivors  of  the  expédition.  Even  the 
men  themselvcs  were  never  able  to  give  any  cetailed 
narrative  of  the  events  which  occurred  during  thi  week 
subséquent  to  the  horrible  discovery  related  in  the  last 
chapter.  However,  on  the  çth  of  September,  by  super- 
lîuman  exertions,  they  arrived  at  last  at  Cape  Horsburg, 
the  extrême  point  of  North  Devon. 

They  were  absolutely  starving.  For  forty-eight 
hours  they  had  tasted  nothing,  and  their  last  ineal  had 
been  ofF  the  flesh  of  their  last  Esquimaux  dog.  Bell 
could  go  no  further,  and  Johnson  felt  himself  dying. 

They  were  on  the  shore  of  Baffin's  Bay,  now  half- 
frozen  over  ;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  road  to  Europe,  and 
three  miles  otf  the  waves  were  dashing  noiselessly  on 
the  sharp  edges  of  the  ice-fîeld. 

Hère  they  must  wait  their  chance  of  a  whaler 
appearing  ;  and  for  how  long  ? 

But  Heaven  pitied  the  poor  fellows,for  the  very  next 
day  Altamont  distinctlv  perceived  a  sail  on  the  horizon. 
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Every  one  knows  the  torturing  suspense  thatfollows 
such  an  appearance,  and  the  agonizing  dread  lest  it 
should  prove  a  false  hope.  The  vessel  scems  alternately 
to  approach  and  recède,  and  too  often  just  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  poor  castaways  think  they  are  saved, 
the  sail  begins  to  disappear,  and  is  soon  ont  of  sight. 

The  Doctor  and  his  companions  went  through  ail 


thèse  expériences.  Thcy  had  succceded  in  reaching  the 
western  boundary  of  the  ice-field  by  carrying  and  push- 
ing  each  other  along,  and  they  watchcd  the  ship  gradually 
fade  away  from  view  withoiit  observing  them,  in  spite 
of  their  loud  cries  for  help. 

Just  then  a  happy  inspiration  came  to  the  Doctor. 
His  fertile  genius,  which  had  served  him  many  a  time 
in  such  good  stead,  supplied  him  with  one  last  idea  ! 
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A  floc  drivea  by  thc  currcnt  struck  against  thc  icc- 
ficld,  and  Clawbonny  cxclaimcd,  poiiiting  to  it — 

"Thisfloe!" 

His  compaiiions  could  not  understand  wluit  hc 
nicant. 

"  Lct  us  cnibark  on  it  !  Ict  us  enibark  on  it  !  " 

"  Oh  !  Mr.  Clawbonny,  Mr.  Clawbonny,"  said 
Johnson,  precsing  his  hand. 

Bell,  assisted  by  Altamont,  hurricd  to  the  slcdgc, 
and  brought  back  onc  of  thc  pôles,  which  he  stuck  fast 
on  the  ice  like  a  mast,  and  fastened  it  with  j'opes.  The 
tent  vvas  torn  up  to  furnish  a  sail,  and  as  soon  as  the 
frail  raft  was  rcady  the  poor  fellows  jumpcd  upon  it, 
and  sailcd  out  to  the  open  sca. 

Two  hours  later,  after  unheard-of  excrtions,  the 
survivors  of  the  Fortvard  were  picked  up  by  the  Hans 
Christiiuiy  a  Danish  whaler;  on  her  way  to  Davis'  Straits. 

Thev  were  more  like  spectres  than  human  bcings, 
and  thc  sight  of  their  suflferings  was  enough.  It  told 
its  own  talc  ;  but  the  captain  rcceived  them  with  such 
hearty  sympathy,  and  lavished  on  them  such  care  and 
kindness,  that  hc  succceded  in  keeping  them  alive. 

Ten  days  afterwards,  Clawbonny,  Johnson,  Bell, 
Altamont,  and  Captain  [Tatteras  landed  at  Korsam,  in 
Zealand,  an  island  bclonging  to  Denmark.  They  took 
thc  steamer  to  KicI,  and  from  therc  procecdcd  by  Altona 
and  Hamburo;  to  London,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
I3th  of  the  samc  month,  scarcely  recovered  after  their 
long  sutfcrings. 

Thc  first  care  of  Clawbonny  was   to   request   the 


"  Two  bonra  later,  after  unheard-of  exertions,  the  survivors  of  the  Forward 
were  picked  up  by  the  Hun»  Chrintian." — P.  268. 


'4 


I* 

I  « 

il 


SI 


H 


Conclusion. 


267 


Roval  Geoî?:ranliit  .il  Socictv  to  reccivc  a  communication 


from  him,     He  was  accordingly  admitted  to  thc  next 
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séance,  and  one  can  imagine  the  astonishment  of  the 
learned  assembly  and  the  enthusiastic  applause  produced 
by  the  reading  of  Hatteras'  document. 

The  English  hâve  a  passion  for  geographical  dis- 
covery,  from  the  lord  to  the  cockney,  from  the  merchant 
down  to  the  dock  labourer,  and  the  news  of  this  grand 
discovery  speedily  flashed  along  the  telegraph  wires, 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  kingdom. 
Hatteras  was  lauded  as  a  martyr  by  ail  the  newspapers, 
and  every  Englishman  felt  proud  of  hini, 

The  Doctor  and  his  companions  had  the  honour  of 
being  presented  to  the  Queen  by  the  Lord  Chanccllor, 
and  thcy  were  fêted  and  "  lionized  '^  m  ail  quarters. 

The  Government  confîrmed  the  names  of  "  Queen's 
Tsland/'  "  Mount  Hatteras/'  and  "Altamont  Harbour." 

Altamont  would  not  part  from  his  companions  in 
misery  and  glory,  but  followed  them  to  Liverpool,  where 
they  were  joyously  welcomed  back,  after  being  so  long 
supposed  dead  and  buried  beneath  the  ctcrnal  snows. 

But  Dr.  Clawbonny  would  nevcr  allow  that  any 
honour  was  due  to  himself.  He  claimed  ail  the  merit 
of  the  discovery  for  his  unfortunate  captai n,  and  in  the 
narrative  of  his  voyage,  published  the  next  year  under 
tbi  auspices  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  he 
places  John  Hatteras  on  a  level  with  the  most  illustrions 
navigators,  and  makes  him  the  compcer  of  ail  the  brave, 
daring  men  who  hâve  sacrificed  themselves  for  the 
progress  of  science. 

The  insanity  of  this  poor  victim  of  a  sublime  passion 
was  of  a  mild  type,  and  he  lived  quietly  at  Sten  Cottage, 
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a  private  asylum  near  Liverpool,  where  the  Doctor  him- 
self  had  placed  him.  He  never  spoke,  and  understood 
nothing  that  was  said  to  him  ;  reason  and  speech  had 
fled  together.  The  only  tie  that  connected  him  vvith  the 
outside  world  was  his  friendship  for  Duk,  who  was 
allowed  to  remain  with  him. 

For  a  considérable  time  the  captain  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  walking  in  the  garden  for  hours,  accompanied 
by  his  faithfiil  dog,  who  watched  him  with  sad,  wistful 
eyes,  but  his  promenade  was  always  in  one  direction 
in  a  particular  part  of  the  garden.  When  he  got  to  the 
end  of  this  path,  he  would  stop  and  begin  to  walk 
backwards.  If  anyone  stopped  him  he  would  point 
with  his  finger  towards  a  certain  part  of  the  sky,  but 
let  anyone  attempt  to  turn  him  round,  and  he  became 
angry,  while  Duk,  as  if  sharing  his  master's  sentiments, 
would  bark  furiously. 

The  Doctor,  who  often  visited  his  afflicted  friend, 
noticed  this  strange  proceeding  one  day,  and  soon 
understood  the  reason  of  it.  He  saw  how  it  was  that 
he  paced  so  constantly  in  a  given  direction,  as  if  under 
the  influence  of  some  magnetic  force. 

This  was  the  secret  :  John  Hatteras  invariably 
vvalked  towards  the  North. 

THE    END. 
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expressly  designed  for  them. 


t.d. 


List  of  the  Séries. 


4  6  TAe  OrvUle  Collège  Boys, 

By  Mrs.  Henry  Wood. 
Wonderful  Inventions,   By 

John  Timbs. 
^Isop's  Fables,  With  Plaies 

by  H.  Weir. 
The  Illustrated  GirVs  Chvn 

Trtasury. 
The  Boys   Chvn   Country 

Book.     By  Miller, 
The  Forest   Ranger,      By 

Ma'  ^f  Campbell. 
Pleasures  of  Old  Age, 


By  the 


Taies  upon  Texts. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 
Futures  front  Nature,    By 

Mary  Howitt. 
Stephen      Scudamore     the 

Youn^er.    By  A.  Locker. 
Hiinfins^    Grounds  of  the 

Old  World. 
Watch     the     End,        By 

Thomas  Miller. 
Last  Hours  of  Great  Men. 
Robinson    Crusoe,       With 

300  Plates. 


In  fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  gilt  edges,  price  4a.  each. 

4  oEvery  Gîrl's  Book.    By  Miss  Lawford.    With  many 

Illustrations. 

Every  Little  Boy's  Book.   By  Edmund  Routledge. 

With  niany  Illustrations. 


In  cloth  gilt,  price  3b.  6d.,  beautifully  orinted  on  toned  paper. 


6  Otto  Speckter's  Fables.    With  loo  Coloured  Plates. 

A  New  Edition.    410,  cloth,  gilt  edges. 

Routledge's  Sunday  Album  for  Children.     With 

80  Plates  by  J.  D.  Watson,  Sir  Johw  Gildert,  and  others. 

The  Boys'  and  Giris'  Illustrated  Gift-Book.    With 

many  Illustrations  by  McConnell,  Weir,  and  others. 

The  Ohild's  Picture  Fable  Book.     With  60  Plates 

by  Harrison  Weir. 

The  Coloured  Albunn  for  Children.  With  72  pages 

of  Coloured  Plates. 

The  Picture  Book  of  the  Sagacity  of  Animais. 

With  60  Plates  by  Harrison  Weir. 

The  Boys'  Own  Story  Book.    Many  Ilhu  rations. 


London  and  New  York. 


Album   for  Ohîidren.     With   180  page  Plates  by3 
MiLLAis,  Sir  John  Gilbert,  and  others.    Imp.  i6ino,  cloth. 

Popular  Nursery  Taies.    With  180  Illustrations  by 

J.  D.  Watson  and  others.     Imp.  lômo,  cloth. 

Child's    Picture   Story    Book.     With  180  Plates. 

Imp.  i6mo,  cloth. 

A  Picture  Story  Book.      Containing   "King  Nut- 

cracker,"  and  other  Talcs.    300  Illustrations.    Imp.  i6mo,  cloth. 

Mlxing  in  Society.    A  Complète  Manual  of  Manners. 
The  Chiidren's  Bible  Book.    With  loo  Illustrations, 

engraved  by  Dalzibl. 

A   Handy  History  of  England  for  the  Young. 

With  lao  Illustrations,  rngraved  by  Dalzibl. 

Chlld  Life.    With  Plates  by  Oscar  Pletsch.    Gilt 

edges. 

Petsetilla's   Posy.     By  Tom  Hood.     Plates  by  F. 
Barnard.    Gilt  edges. 

One  by  One.    A  Child's  Book  of  Taies  and  Fables. 
With  50  Illustrations  by  Oscar  Pletsch,  and  others. 

Rhyme  and  Reason.    A  Picture  Book  of  Verses  for 

Little  Folks.    With  Illustrations  by  Wolf,  and  others. 

The   Golden    Harp.     Hymns,   Rhymes,   and  Songs 
for  the  Young.    With  50  Illustrations. 

Griset's  Grotesques.    With  Rhymes  by  Tom  Hood. 

Fancy  boards. 

The  Chiidren's  Poetry  Book.    With  i6  Coloured 

Plates.     Square,  cloth. 

Out  of  the  Heart:  Spoken  to  the  Little  Ones.    By 
Hans  Andersen.    With  16  Coloured  Plates.    Cloth. 

The  Nursery  Picture  Book.    With  630  IllustratioDS. 
Folio,  boards. 


d. 
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With  Plates,  fcap.  Svo,  cloth  gilt. 


The  Boy  Voyagers, 

The  Castaways. 

The  Young  NUe  Voyagers, 

The  Boy  PUgrims, 

The  Boy  Foresters. 

Tom  and  the  Crocodiles, 

Esperanta. 


The  Young  Exiles, 

The  Bear  Huniers. 

The  Kangaroo  Hvnîer:, 

Young  Yachtsman. 

Amongthe  Tartar  Tents. 

Clarissa. 

How  to  make  the  Best  o/It, 
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With  8  Illustrations,  fcap.  8vo,  bevelled  boards,  gilt  sides. 


s.d.  

J  à  AncîentCitieso/theWorld. 

Great  Cities  of  the  Middle 
At;es. 

Rohinson  Crusoe.  Coloured 

Plates. 

Sandford     and     Merton, 

Coloured  Plates. 
Evsningsatllome.  Coloured 

Plates. 
Svnss     Family    Robinson. 

Coloured  Plates. 
Ed_t^eiuorth^ S  Popular  Taies. 

Coloured  Plates. 

Moral    laies. 

Coloured  Plates. 

Parents^    As' 


sistant.    Coloured  Plates. 

Early  Les  sons. 


The  Wide,  Wide  World. 
The    Travcls  of  Rolando, 

ist  Séries. 
Celebrated  Children. 
Edj^ar  Clifton. 
The  Lampli:^hter. 
Melbourne  House. 
Seven  IVonders  of  thelVorld. 
Qiieechy. 
Ellen  Montgomeryî's  Book- 

shelf. 
The  Two  Schoolgirls. 
The    Fili^^rim^s     Progress. 

With  Coloured  Plates. 
7//<?  GirVs  Birthdny  Book. 

With  many  Illustrations. 
The  Word;  or,  Walks  from 


Coloured  Plates.  Etien. 

The  Old  Helmet.     By  the  ,Glen  I.una  Family. 

Authorof  "Th«  Wide,  Wide  Mabel  Vaughan. 
World."  ^ 


ROUTLEDGE'S 


Foolscap  8vo,  with  Engravings,  gilt. 


6  Hans  Andersen^ s  Taies. 
Héroïnes  of  History. 
Sketches  and  anecdotes  of 

Animal  Life.    By  Rev.  J.  G. 

Wood. 
Grimm^s  Home  Siories. 
Animal  Traits  and  Charac- 

teristici.  By  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood. 
Wood'^s      My      Feathered 

Friends. 

Whit^s  Selborne.  20O(nits. 


The  Four  Sisters. 
The  Golden  Rule. 
Boyhood  of  Great  Men. 
Footprints  of  Famous  Men. 

By  J.  G.  Edgar. 
Rev.   y.   G.    Wood' s  Boys 

Own  Nat^ral  History  Book. 
Lillieslm.  By  Mary  Howitt. 
Héroïnes  of  Domestïc  Life. 
Taies  of  Chnrlton   School. 

By  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 


London  and  New  York. 


»;■ 


Threb-and-Sixpenny  Juv 

Schoolhoy  Ifonour,  By  Rev. 

H.  C.  Adami. 
Hed  Eric.     By  R.  M.  Bal- 

lantyne. 
Louis'  School  Days. 
miil  A/an  ofthe  West.    By 

R.ill<intync. 
Dashwood  Priory.     By  E. 

J.  May. 
hreaks  on  the  Felîs.    By  R. 

M.  Ballaotyne. 
Lamli's  Taies  from  Shak- 

t/>fnre. 

Balderscourt  ;  or,  Holiday 

Talcs.  By  Rcv.  H.  C.  Adams. 
Rob  Roy.  By  James  Grant. 
The  Girl  ofthe  Familv.  By 

the  Author  of    "A  Trap  to 

Catch  a  Sunbeam." 
Paul  Gerrard, the  CabinBoy. 

By  Kingston. 
Johnny  Jordan.     By  Mrs. 

Eiloart. 
Ernie  Elton^  at  Home  and 

at  School. 
The  Village  Idol.     By  the 

Author  of  "  A  Trap  to  Catch 

a  Sunbeam." 
Children  of  Slesiing.     By 

Author  of  '  '  The  Four  Sistcrs.  " 
Ijost  amcng  the  Wild  Men. 
Percy's  Taies  of  the  Kings 

of  England. 
Boys   of  Beechwood.      By 

Mrs.  Eiloart. 
PapcCs  WiseDogs. 
Digby  Heathcote.  By  King- 
ston. 
Ilaivthornês  Wonder  Book. 
The  Doctor's  Word.  By  the 

Author  of  "The  FourSisters." 
Will  Adams.    By  Dalton. 
Little  Ladders  to  Learning. 

ist  séries. 

Ditto.        2nd  séries. 
The  ChiWs  Country  Book. 

ByT.Miller,  Coloured Plates. 


ENILES — continuée!.  ,    . 

The  Child'sStory  Book.  By3  6 

T.  Miller.     Coloured  Plates. 
Uncle  Tom^s  Cabin. 
Tom  Dunstoné's  Troubles, 

By  Mrs.  Eiloart. 

The  Young  Marooners. 
Influence.     By  the  Author 

of  "  A  Trap  to  Catch  a  Sun- 
beam." 
Jack  of  the  Mill.     By  W. 

Howjtt 
Pattence  Strong.      By  the 

Author  of  "  ThcOay worthys.  " 
Dick  Rodney.  By  J.  Grant. 
Jack  Manly.  By  J .  Grant. 
Don  Quixote.  (Family  Edi- 
tion.) 
Our  Domestic  Pets.      By 

Rev.  J.  G.Wood. 
Ilis  tory  for  Boys.   By  J.  G. 

Edgar. 
Through  Life  and  for  Life. 
Saxelford.     By  E.  J.  May. 
01  d  Taies  for  the  Voung. 
Harry  Hopés  Holiday. 
BoyLifeamongthe  Indians. 
Old  Saws  neiv  Set.    By  the 

Author  of  •'  A  Trap  to  Catch 

a  Sunbeam." 
Hollowdell  Grange. 
Aïayhevfs       Wonders     of 

Science. 
Peasant  -  Boy 

Philosopher. 
Barford  Bridge.      By  the 

Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 
The    White  Brunswickers. 

By  Rsv.  H.  C.  Adams. 
A  Boy* S  Aa  'entures  in  the 

Wilds  of  A  mtralia.    By  W. 

Howitt, 
Taies  of    Walter^s    School 

Days.  By  Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 
The  Path  She  Chose.     By 

F.  M.  S. 
Little    Womat,      By    L. 

Alcott 


la   Qeorge  Routledge  &  Sont'  Juvenils  Books. 


(38.  6d.  Editions.) 

Elegantly  printed  on  tînted  paper,  fcap.  8to.  gilt  tdgeni 
with  Illustrations. 


t.d.  

3  ^ Lonf^eîîffvo.*  Complète. 

MUton.* 

Wordsworth,* 

Southey. 

Goîdsmith. 

Kirke  White, 

Burns.  • 

Moore.  • 

Byron,^ 

Pope. 

James  Montgotnery, 

Scott* 

Herbert. 

Campbell* 

Bloomfield.* 

Shakspeare.* 

Chnucer,* 

VVillis. 


Golden  Gleanings» 
Choice  Poems. 
Shakspeare  Gémi, 
Wit  and  Humour. 
Wise  Sayittgs. 

Lon^feliow^s  Dante — Para- 

diso. 

Purgatorio, 

Inferno. 

Loriet's  Poems.  • 

Book  of  Familiar  Q$Mta- 

tioHS. 
Bret  Harte. 
Leigh  Hun  t.* 
Dryden* 
Ainsworth.* 
Spenser.* 
Roger  s.  • 
Mrs.  Hemans.* 


Volumes  marked  *  are  kept  in  Morocco  and  Ivory  Bindings, 
price  "js.  6d. 


In  fcap.  8vo,  cloth  gilt,  with  Illustrations. 


(tBruÎH. 
The  Boy  Tar. 
The  Désert  Honu, 
Odd  People. 
Pan  away  to  Sea, 
The  Forest  Exiles. 
The  Young  Yagers 


The  Young  Voyagers, 
The  Plant  Huniers. 
The  Quadroon, 
The  War  Trail. 
The  Bush  Boys. 
Thè  Boy  Hunters, 


London  and  New  York. 
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In  post  8vo,  toned  paper,  green  cloth,  8t.  6<L  each. 
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The  Arabian  Nights, 

Don  Qiiixote, 

G  il  Blas. 

Curiosities  of  Literature.  By 

Isaac  D'Israeli. 
I ,  oo  I  Gems  o/Iintish  Poeiry. 
TheBlackfriars  Shakspeare. 
Cntiiai's  Concordance. 
BoswelVs  Life  of  Johnson. 
The  Works  of  Ohver  Gold- 

smith, 

HotttlcJçe's      Pronouncing 

Dictionnry, 

The  Family  Doctor, 


Ten   Thousand  Wonderfull 

Thingt. 
Sternes  Works, 
Extraordinary        Pojnilar 

Deluùont. 
BartUtt's  Familiar  Quota- 

tions, 
The  Spectator. 
Routledge^s  ModernSpeaker, 
I ,  oo  I  Gems  of  Prose. 
Pope^s  U orner' s  Iliad  and 

Ôdyssey. 
Book  of  Modem  Anecdotes. 
Josephus. 


'^0ttlldi)«}*i 
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Under  the  abova  title  Messrs.  G.  Routlhdgh  &  .Sons  are  about 
to  issue  a  New  .Séries  of  Juvénile  Uooks,  ail  well  Illustrated  and 
well  bound  ia  a  New  and  Llcgant  Binding. 

List  of  the  Séries. 


Boys    at    ITbme.      By    C. 

Adams. 
Cecil  Raye. 

Dogs  and  their  Ways. 
Our  Holiday   Camp.     By 

St.  John  Corbet. 
Helen  Mordaunt.     By  the 

Author  of  '•  Naomi." 
Romance  of  Adventure. 
The  Island  Home. 


Play  Hours  and  Jlalf  Holi-  3 

dayi, 
Walks  and  Talks  of  Two 

Schoolboys. 
Ilildred  the  Daughter. 
Hardy  and  Hunier. 
Fred  and  the  Gorillas, 
Guizot^s  Moral  Taies. 
Frank  Wildman, 


By  Mary  Godolphin. 
In  i6ino,  cloth  gilt,  with  Coloured  Plates,  price  2i.  6d.  each. 

Bunyan^s    Pilgrinis  F*ro-  1  S^tdss  Family  Robinson. 

gress.  I  Robinson  Crusoe. 

Evenings  at  Home.  Child's  First  Lesson  Book. 
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Fcap.  8vo,  Illustrated  by  the  Best  Artists,  gilt,  8i.  6d.  each. 

*.  d.  

2  ùArbell. 

Eda     Morton     and     her 
Cousins.    By  M.  M.  BfU. 


Gilbert  the  Adventurer. 
TheLucky  Penny,  and  othf  r 

Taies.    By  Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall. 
Minna    Raymond.     Illus- 
trated by  B.  Foster. 
Helena  Bertram.     By  the 

Authorof  "The  FourSisters," 
Heroes  ofthe  Workshop,  ér'C. 

By  E.  L.  Brightwell. 
Sunshine  and  Cloud,     By 

Miss  Bowman. 
The  Maze  of  Life.     By  the 

Author  of  'The  Four  Sisters." 
The   Twins  ;    or,   Sisterly 

Love. 
The  mde,  Wide  World. 
The     Lamplighter.        By 

Cummins. 
The  Redoras  Daughter.  By 

Miss  Bowman. 
The  Old  Hel.net.    By  Miàs 

Deedsy  Not-  VVords. 

The  Secret  of  a  Life. 

Queechy.  ByMissVVetherell. 

Sir  Roland  Ashton.  By 
Lady  C.  Long. 

^/>  Wilfred' s  Seven  Flights. 
By  Madame  de  Châtelaine. 

Ellen  Montgomery' s  Book- 
Shelf.  With  Colourtd  Illus- 
trations. 

The  Two  School  Girls.  With 
Coloured  Illustrations. 


The     First     Lieutenants 

Story. 
Melbourne  House.  By  Miss 

Wctherell. 

The  Word;  or,  Walks  from 

Eden. 
Rough  Diamonds.     By  J. 

Hollingshead. 
The  Medwins  oj  Wykeham. 

By  the  Author  of  "  Marian." 
7he  Young  Artists. 
The  Boy  Cavalier.    By  the 

Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 
Gilderoy,  the  Hero  of  Scot- 

land. 

Lamb^s  Taies. 
Stories  of  Old  Daniel. 
Extraordinary  Men. 
Extraordinary  Women, 
Life  of  Napoléon. 
Popular  Astronomy. 
Orbs  of  Heaven, 

Filgrim's   Progress.       By 

Offor. 
Frtend  or  Foe:   A  Taie  of 

Sedgmoor.    By  the  Rev.  H. 

C.  Adams. 
Taies  of  Naval  Adventure. 
Matilda  Lonsdale. 
The  Life  of  Wellington. 
The  Glen  Luna  Family. 
Uncle  Toni's  Cabin, 
Mabel  Vaughan. 
Christian  AJelville. 
The  Letter  of  Marque, 


-♦«s^^»»»^ 
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London  and  New  York. 
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lUustrated  by  Adsolon,  Gilbert,  Harrison  Weir,  S:c., 
square  royal,  gilt,  2i.  each. 


Amusing  Taies  for  Young 

Peuple.    By  Mrs.  Myrtle. 
The  Donkey's  Shadow,  and 

other  Stories. 

The   Broken   Pitcher,  and 

other  Stories, 
The  Little   Lychetts.      By 

the  Author  of  "  Olive,"  &c. 
The  Great  Wonders  of  the 

World. 

My  First  Picture  Book.  36 
Pages  of  Coloured  Plates. 
i6mo,  cloth. 


x.d. 
A    Visit  to  the  Zooîogicalz  o 

Gardens. 

The  Kichmonds^  Tour  in 
Europe. 

Aunt  Bessiê's  Picture  Book. 
With  96  Pages  of  Plates. 

Little  Lily^s  Picture  Book. 
With  96  Pages  of  Plates, 

The  Story  of  a  Nutcracker. 
With  234  Pictures, 

Old  Mother  Ilubbard's  Pic- 
ture Book.  36  Pages  of 
Coloured  Plates. 


%m-^mm  fy\\-%m\% 


With  Illustrations,  strongly  bound  in  doth. 


Ten    Moral    Taies.        By 

Guizot. 
fuvenile  Taies  for  allSeasons 
Conquest  and  Self-  Conquest. 
Evenings     at    Donaldson 

Manor. 

Praise  and  Principle. 
Grâce  &^Isabel(  M'Intosh). 
Charms      and      Counter- 

Clirnns. 
Gertrude  and  Eulalie. 
Robert  and  Harold. 
Robinson  the  Younger, 
Amy  Carlton. 
Robinson  Crusoe. 
Laura  Temple. 
Harry  and  his  Homes. 
Our  Native  Land. 
Bundle  of  Sticks. 
Family  Pictures  front  the 

Bibl€. 


Beware  2 
liy   Mrs. 

By 


Hester  and  I ;    o 

of    Worldliness. 

Manners, 
The    Cherry  Stones, 

Rev,  H,  C.  Adams, 
The  First  of  June.  By  Rev. 

H.  C.  Adams, 
Rosa  :  A  Story  for  Girls. 
Afay    Dundas  ;    or,    The 

Force  of  Example,     liy  Mrs. 

Geldart. 

GlimpsesofOurlslandHome. 

By  Mrs.  Geldart. 
The  Indian  Boy.    By  Rev. 

H.  C.  Adams. 
Ernie  Elton  at  ITome. 
The  Standard  Poetry  Book 

for  Schools. 

Try  and  Trust.  By  Author 

of  "  Arthur  Morland." 
Swiss  Family  Robinson. 
Evenings  at  Home, 
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j  Two-Shilling  Giçt-Books— continued. 

o  Sandford  and  Merton. 
ErnU  Elton  at  SchooL 
John  Hartley. 
Jack  ofall  Trades.     By  T. 

Miller. 
The  Wonder  Book. 
Tanglewood  Taies. 
Archie  Blake. 
Inez  and  Emmeline. 
The  Orphan  of  Waterloo. 
Maum  Guinea. 

A  dventuresof Joseph  Hawse- 

pipe. 
Todd*  s  Lectures  to  Children. 
Marooner's  Island. 
The  Mayflower.     By  Mrs. 

Stowe. 
A  nec dotes  of  Dogs, 
Mr.  Rutherford's  Children. 
The  Play-Day  Book.     By 

Fanny  Fern.    With  Coloured 

Piates. 
Emma.     By  Jane  Austen, 
Mansjield Park.  ByAusten. 


Northanger   Abhey.       <  By 

Jane  Austen. 
Bride  and  Préjudice.     By 

Jane  Austen. 
Sensé  and  Sensibility.     By 

Jane  Austen. 
Village  Sketches.      By  the 

Rev.  C.  T.  Whitehead. 
The  Boy^s  Reader. 
The  Girl's  Reader. 
Spider  Spinnings. 
Slories  for  Sunday^.      By 

the  Rev.  H.  C.  Adams.     ist 

séries, 
Storics  for  Sundays.      By 

Rev.  H.  C.  Adains.  and  séries. 
Adveniures  cniong  the  In- 

aians. 
Cousin  Alech. 
The  Doctor's  Bîrthday.  By 

the  Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 
Walter^s  Friend.     By  the 

Rev.  H.  C.  Adams. 
Liitle  Women.     ist  séries. 
Little  Women.    2nd  séries. 


^ttiUmtt  %^mi. 


In  13  Books,  fcap.  8vo,  gilt,  Is.  6d.  'sactu 
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TJie  Red  Shoes. 
The  Silver  Shilling. 
The  Little  Match-Girl. 
The  Darning  Needle. 
The  Tinder  Box. 
The  Goloshcs  of  Fortune. 
TheMarshKing  ^sDaughter. 
The  Wild  Swans. 


Everything    in    its    Right 

Place. 
Under  the  Willow  Tree. 
The  Old  Church  Bell. 
The  Ice  Alaiden. 
The  Willo'  the  Wisp. 
Poultry  ATeg's  Family. 
Put  Offis  Not  Donc  with. 


Each  Volume  contains  a  variety  of  Taies,  a  Frontispîece  in 
colours,  and  an  average  of  16  other  Pictures,  engraved  by  the 
Brothers  Dalziel. 
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